Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




-e ^ /.r?r3 



tHE 



• • 



RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 



VOL. IV. 



Sknten wd Pftiionft 

Printers-Streeit London* 



THS 



RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 



BT 



M1S8 ANNA MARIA PORTER. 



^ Not his, the fortitude that mocks at pafesi 

But that which ftels them most, and most sustains.*' 

MONTGOMERT. 



IN FOUR VOLUMES. 



VOL- IV- 



LONDON.^ 

PRINTED FOB L0N6MAN> HUR8T, RESS, ORME, AND BROWV^ 

PATERNOSTEB-RpW. 

1814- 



V:i 



C/>N 




« 



THE 



RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 



CHAPTER I. 



\X7HEN the sound of the carriage that 
conveyed Anastasia and Ellesif from 
the government-house was no logger to be 
heard. Count Lauvenheilm felt abandoned 
to his fate. His guardian angel seemed to 
leave him with his daughters ; and casting 
himself upon a seat, when convinced that 
they were really gone, he was seized with 
an emotion of horror from which he reco- 
vered, only by repeated and violent efforts*. 
Disgrace or death certainly awaited him : 
upon his dauehters must fall the shame of 
the one, and the grief of the other ; and 
when he thought of that, all power of 
manly endurance appeared to desert him. 
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As he rapidly glanced over the measures 
of the Danish government, though he 
shuddered at their probable result, he could 
Hot help confessbg that they were just ; that 
lie had drawn the evil upon his own head ; 
that, in short, he had culpably delivered up 
the reins to one fatal passion, which had 
hurried him from integrity and honor, into 
guilt and opprobriunu 

Heaven does not waste its punishments in 
this life, upon such as love evil, and will 
not amend* The deliberate sinner is usually, 
therefore, prosperous; but the man who 
falls through weakness, or who plunges 
info crime by the headlong fuYy of some un- 
bridled passion, is generally doomed to dis- 
appointment and disgrace : like Esau, he is 
taught to find that he has " sold his birth- 
right for a mess of pottage.'* 

A mind of so much sensibility as Count 
Lauvenheilm*s could not fail of awakening 
to remorse, by the consideration of such 
events as might have alarmed the fears only 
of a more culpable character. 



THE RECLUSE OF NOEWAY. 



$ 



Theodore's virtuous resistance of a greater 
temptation than any which had ever assailed 
the Count, had left a painful impression of 
inferiority in the man who had tempted 
him ; and though at first nothing but ro* 
sentment had been produced by it, each 
succeeding reflexion tended to awakea 
admiration and regret." 

Again these feelings were smothered for 
awhile, by the suspicion that , Theodore's 
noblest qualities were all assumed, and that 
from the worst motives he had betrayed the 
dangerous secret confided to him : but re- 
peated recollections of past pccurrences at 
length obliged the Count to believe, that if 
Theodore had indeed borne the story of his 
intended treason to the foot of the throne, 
the same inflexible virtue had prompted this 
act, which had strengthened him to resist 
the former temptation. - 

Moral admiration leads to the wish of 
imitation ; and could the Count have gone 
back to the point he started from, Theo* 
ddre's ' example would have armed him 
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agafnst every seduction ; but conscrous that 
by a confession of guilt, he could save hi* 
life only, not his honor, and that too at the 
expence of his associates, he determined to 
wait the event in silence. 

The illness of Ellesif seemed an additional 
testimony of heaven's wrath. He foresaw 
that she would not survive his complete 
destruction ; and he suspected that Anas- 
tasia, for whose aggrandisement he had 
sacrificed his fair fame and peace of mind, 
would after all be abandoned by her princely 
lover, and left alone in the wojrld, ,to 
struggle with its contempt. ^ 

It was by circumstances hke these, that 
heaven led him back towards itself, during 
the long- seeming week that int-ervened be- 
twsen the departure of his children, and 
the arrival of some persons from Copenha- 
gen. After that moment, all was conster- 
nation and doubt in his mind. 

Ill able to assume the serene graces that 
had formerly distinguished him, the Count 
was yet obliged to receive visitors, and give 
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audience, and go through the usual cere- 
monies of his situation. Rumours were 
already afloat, respecting his removal^ 
Every one saw that a storm was gathering, 
without being able to gues& who directed it, 
or with what violence it would break over 
the head of their governor. 

Justly attached to him for his paternal 
care of their interests and comforts, during 
his short rule, the. Ager-huusianp increased 
the testimonies of their attachment, in pro- 
portion aS' Denmark displayed her animpsity.- 
By this open zeal they made that court 
resolve to adopt cautionary measures only, 
until certain undeniable proofs were in her 
hand to produce as a justitication of herself, 
and a propitiation of popular resentment; 

The Count had just dismissed a party of 
provincial officers . who had been supping 
with him, had cast off the burthensome 
weight, of apparent cheeri'ulness, and fallen 
into one of his gloomiest reveries, when a 
loud knocking at the gates of the govern^ 
.ment-house startled and roused him. 
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ft wais near midnight, and visitors at that 
hour were unusual. The only thought 
which occurred to him was, that the order 
for his arrest was now on the eve of Being 
presented to *him. That instinctive passion 
for liberty which goes out but with Hfe, 
made him at first look round for a weapon 
with which to resist, and in the confusion of 
the moment, he grasped both a sword and a 
pistol : but quickly recovering huhself, he 
threw them aside, determining to perish 
with at least the dignity of submission. 

To resist oppression, and to refuse obe- 
dience to justice, are widely diiFerent ac- 
tions. He therefore stood unarmed^ as 
pale and as cold as monumental marble, 
waiting the approach of the persons whom ' 
he expected to see enter. 

After a short interval of racking suspense, 
only his secretary appeared, to inform him 
that a party of domestics from Prince 
Charles, (the governor-general of Norway,) 
had just landed, and were come to apprise 



THE RECLUSE OF NORWAY. "J. 

his excellency, that their princely master 
might be expected in three days. 

The Count ordered them into his pre- 
sence, and found it was indeed true, that 
the Prince was to sail for Christiana three 
days after the vessel which brought his^ 
principal doraestks, and that he Had em- 
powered them to inform the governor of 
his intention to reside privately in the go- 
vernment-house. 

What wa§ the object otthis visit no one 
seemed to know, or to enquire ; for the 
intention had been suddenly^ taken, and as 
quickly put. into effect. 

Having given the suitable orders to his 
people, and provided for the accommodation 
of such of the Prince's suite as were already 
arrived, the Count retired to his owa 
chamber to commune with himself. 

What was dark to others was clear to 
him. He could not mistake the meaning, 
of Prince Charles^is visit : he was comings as 
his judge. The axe Was then ready to fall,, 
and Lauy.enheilm had no more to do in this. 
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^orId» than endeavour to make his peace 
with his God, 

The former tumult of his thoughts, now 
concentrated into a single solemn feeling ; 
he sat for some time entirely absorbed by 
it. At length the images of his orphan 
daughters, desolate and despised for his 
sake, brought the awe-struck soul back 
from heaven to earth. 

Melted into tenderness and sorrow, he 
smote his contrite breast, he wept, he 
prayed ; he implored of God protection for 
them, and pardon for himself. Where was 
now the specious eloquence with which 
ambition had seduced his integrity ? Like all 
betrayers, she abandoned him in his utmost 
need. 

The night was already far advanced, and 
Count Lauvenheilm had for a long time 
heard no other sounds than his own flifled 
groans, when a gentle tap against the door, 
made him spring from his knees, and ad- 
vance towards it. He waited till the tap 
was cautiously repeated. " Who is there ?** 
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he asked : " Fredenheim,'* replied a whis- 
pering voice : " as you value your honor let 
xn^ in. I risk my life at this moment, for 
yours/* 

The Count paused : his brain went 
round ; and his heart knocked against his 
breast between stronger fear and suddenly- 
awakened hope. This man was the gover- 
nor-general's favourite valet-de-chambre, 
and he might indeed have something im- 
portant to communicate. He might come 
to assassinate him. 

^ The Count withdrew his hand from the 
bolt of the door, as the last idea flashed 
through his mind ; but bravely daring it, 
lest he should cause the man's ruin if he 
came to succour him, and were found in the 
generous act, he pulled back the bolt and 
admitted him. 

Fredenheim hastily passed forwards, 
making a sign for the Count to fasten the 
door again, and to approach nearer. . The 
young man looked extremely pale, ^nd so 
agitated that his hand shook, as he put it 
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into his breast to draw forth something' con- 
cealed there.^ Count Lauvenheilm stirred 
not from his side, though he expected every 
moment to feel a dagger in his heart. He' 
was /mistaken : Fredenheim drew out a 
slip of paper which he gave the Count : it 
contained these words, written in characters 
with which the Count was familiar : — 

** Your life is forfeited ; justly, I fear : 
but I cannot forget that you are my brother- 
In-law. I will try to make the King also 
remember the same. Trust Fredenheim. 
I venture not to say more. — Charles.*' 

The Count looked from the paper to the 
person who gave it Iiim without uttering a 
word. He remained standing, and holding 
it fast extended, though every joint of his 
))ody shook with an audible sound, and his 
face, upon which the glare of a single 
lamp rtow fell, became ghastly pale. 

Fredenheim grasped his arm. *' You 
understand this paper, my lord ! My in- 
structions are to give my life for yours, if 
that is necessary. Prince Charles bade me 
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further inform you that the secretary Ad- 
lercreutz is now in Copenhagen.** . 
. At that name* the Count gave such a. 
Starr,. ;hat Fredenheim forcibly held him ;^ 
motioning him to caution,"^ " If any one 
should be within hearing, my lord — your 
domestics — *' 

** No one is near,*' returned the Count 
hastily, with a look of consternation.. 
'* Adlercreutz, did you say ? the traitor !'* 
He stopped, and glanced at his companion,, 
as if afraid of having betrayed himself to a 

" We have mo lime, to lose, my lord,** 
returned the young Dane. " I am com- 
manded by my master to. declare to you. 
that if you suffer the present opportunity 
to pass, your destruction is certain,. He 
tries to save you ngw, at the risk of the 
King's displeasure ;. for his. commission is 
to seize your person and papers.. Adler- 
creutz accompanies his royal highness, by 
order of the court.** 
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" I am lost then !" exclaimed the Coimf, 
falling into a seat^ ^ 

** Not so, my lord, if you dare trust 
yourself to me/* 

^' If! — and why should you doubt it, 
if you are true ?'' asked the Count, with a 
\vild gaze of suspicion and horron * 

** I am true, my lord," replied the 
young man ; that paper is my pledge. 

** And what is it I am to do ?** asked the 
Count, rising without knowing what he 
did, - ^ 

Fredenheim then swiftly sketched out to 
him the plan for his escape which Prince 
Charles had suggested. It was to assume 
a disguise, and appearing as a domestic 
uhder Fredenheim, was to attend him to 
the fortress of Konswinger where Freden- 
heim was to be allowed to pass into Sweden 
with one attendant, by virtue of an order 
from the governor-general. 

It would be sufficient to inform the com- 
mandant of Konswinger that some secret 
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communication from a Swedish commander, 
was to be given to these agents. ' . * 

But how was the governor of Ager-hUus 
to fly from Christiana without leaving his 
absence to be discovered, and its cause sus* 
pected? Fredenheim instantly completed 
the plan. He recommended that the -Count 
should, next morning, publicly proceed to 
his country-house, (which being on the 
road he must afterwards take was happily 
adapted for their flight,) leaving his secre- 
tary charged with the diurnal business of the 
government for the two succeeding days j that 
Fredenheim should previously commence 
his journey with a single servant, whom he 
would contrive to dispatch with some frivo- 
lous order to a distant place, * while the 
Count should join W conductor at a given 
point, and proceed with him to Kon- 
ftwinger. 

The military there were all unacquainted 
with Lauvenheilm's person ; and as Fre- 
denheim proposed to enter Sweden imme- 
diately, it was hoped that expedition and 
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the Count's disguise, would readier dis- 
covery nearly impossible. 

While his companion was hastily sug- 
gesting these arrangements, and urging the 
necessity of adopting them, with an earnest? 
ness calculated to excite suspicion in a man ^ 
used to the stratagems of courts and cabi- 
nets, the Count was standing with his eyes 
fixed on vacancy, and his thoughts locked 
up from every outward impression. 

The question he' debated within himself 
was, whether he ought to accept life upon 
the^present terms or not ; to owe his safety 
to the meanness of disguise and falsehood ; 
to owe it to a man who must despise him 
even while assisting him ; to fly from the 
punishment his awakened conscience told 
him he merited : was this manly, was this 
right, was this worthy of Count Lauven- 
heilm ? 

But, alas! if he refused to endure, the 
self-abasement of such an escape, what was 
to become of his daughters ? Proscribed as 
the children of a traitor, and disgraced for 
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ever by his public execution. Precipitated 
from wealth to penury, where were they to 
seek or to find a shelter ? Did not parental 
duty command him to save himself for their 
sakes ? A father's heart answered Yes ; and 
as it did so, he started from his long ab- 
straction with some hurried question to his 
companion. 

Fredenheim saw that he had been wasting 
his words on air ; and haying once more 
distinctly laid down the plan for their de- 
parture, he waited to receive the Count'§ 
answer ; at the same time exhorting himt 
not to delay, 

" And to what am I indebted for this 
extreme interest in niy fate ?" asked the 
Count with a gltoce of lurking suspicion. 

" To my attachment to ray royal mas- 
ter*"** replied the young man. " I am obey- 
ing Prince Charles, my lord/' 

" But how are you to return to him V^ 
asked the Count, suddenly struck with that 
difEtulty J ** and how is Prince Charles 
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' ' ' ... 

himself to avoid the King's anger, for giv- 
ing the order which facilitates my escape ?** 

*' The weight is to fall upon me,** re- 
plied Fredenheim bluntly. " When you are 
known to be in Sweden, this order must 
pass for a forged one ; and as I have access 
to the Prince's private apartment, it will 
not be difficult to imagine that I could get 
the impression of his seal ; the Prince may 
therefore disown the business till he has 
prepared the royal mind to forgive his 
share in itj for he hopes to avow it at 
last/' 

Count Lauvenheilm covered his^ facQ 
with his hands, overcome, with the shame 
of thus obliging an amiable and ingenuous 
prince to sully his dignity with dissimulation 
for his sake. / 

*^ My mother's family reside in Sweden,** 
resufned Fredenheim ; " and as Prince 
Charles has already nobly rewarded me, I 
can remain with them till my generous 
master obtains permission for me to return 
to Denmark without fear of molestation j 
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btit this cannot be until he may acknowledge 
that I have acted by his orders/* 

*' And how can Prince Charles expect 
the King will pardon him for thus wresting 
the victim from his hands?'* asked the 
Count wildly. 

** You are His Majesty's brother-in-law, 
my lord, as well as Prince Charles's i^ and 
my master hopes much from recalling to 
the King's recollection the misrepresenta* 
tion^ of your enemies, their influence over 
the royal actions, and the indignities which 
of late have consequently been offered to 
your Excellency. The Prince told m^ he 
feared these things had forced you into 
wrong measures ; and when he said so, my 
lord, tears were in his eyes.** 

At these words, the tears flowed from 
those of Count Lauvenheilm, whose heart 
all Unmanned with compunction and grati- 
tude ^ could no longer resist their united 
force. 

Fredenheim was going to leave him with 
a hasty enumeration of the parts of their 
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plans for the morrow, but the Count took 
fresh alarm at his manner. ** You are 
strangely sqlicitous for me !'* he said, look- 
ing intently at him, and then glancing on 
the paper written by Prince Charles. 

" Examine it again, my lord,'* said 
Fredenheim, deliberately seating himself* 
This calmness might be the serenity of an 
honest intention, or the artful mask bf 
practised villainy: the apparent deliverer 
might, in short, be an instrument to betray 
the Count more certainly to destruction. 

The Danish government might have its 
reasons^ for wishing him privately secured, 
and might therefore have concerted this 
plot to make him deliver himself up to the 
commandant of Konswinger. The tender 
sorrow he had just given way to, changed 
now into disturbance and irresolution. He 
remained without answering, steadfastly 
examining the countenance of his compa- 
nion : at length he spoke. 

" Young m?m !** he said, rising with an 
w of severe majesty ; *' my blood be on 
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your head if you deceive me ! but if you 
intend to save me, the prayers of my inno- 
cent children will bring down blessings on 
the protector of their father. Behold the 
effect of having used deceptions ! accursed 
policies ! : — we can no longer trust. Yet, 
1 do comipit myself to you ; and whether I 
live or die, I charge you to remember that 
I live or die sensible of my transgressions^ 
Life, therefore, can have no charpnis for a 
man who has forfeited .his own respect. I 
now endure it solely for the sake of my poor 
daughters.*' 

Count Lauvenhe^ilm thought he saw a 
tear glitter on the cheek of Fredenheim : 
the young man's voice certainly faltered 
as he respectfully replied, ** I arti more 
Sorry on your own account than for myself^ 
that you suspect me, my lord; but you 
may have two pledges of my truth. I am 
the faithful servant of the best of princes ; 
and I am the nephew of a man who eftjoys 
a lucrative and honourable post through 
your Excellency's means." 
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'* And what is your uncle's name ?*' 

" Coperstad, my lord." 

Count Lauvenbeilm drew back, as if he 
had trod upon a serpent. The recollection 
of Theodore, and of his own intention to 
seduce the integrity of this very man, were 
coupled with that name. ** Leave me, young 
man !'* he said, in disorder : ** I will keep 
our appointment; leave me,-— I thank 
you.'* 

Fredenheim bowed and withdrew. 

It woufd be impossible to describe all that 
passed in Count Lauvenheilm's mind when 
he was left to himself. The recollection 
of his former good deeds came noi to speak 
peace to that warring mind, but to upbraid 
him for having obliterated their worth, by 
one frantic act of senseless ambition. The 
world, for which^he had sacrificed every* 
thing, judges by our future actions, of all 
that have gone before them ; an^ he well 
knew that when the secret of his frustrated 
treason should be blazoned abroad, each 
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individual would give a sinister interpreta* 
tion to his former virtues. 

Count Lauvenheilm had always loved 
popularity as much as power ; and he now. 
shuddered when he imagined the odium 
that would- sjicceed to his past reputation^ 
It was left for a later event to extinguish 
these earthly regrets, and to make every 
thing fade from his eyes, except futurity 
and an offended God. 

Fredenheim's assertion of his relationship 
•to Mr. Coperstad, dissipated the Count^s 
fears about the young main's honesty. It 
was not likely that a stranger should be 
able to guess how much such an assertion 
would calm suspicion ; nor was it likely, 
that if indeed the nephew of so good a man, 
he should be capable of lending himself to 
a cruel scheme for causing the destruction 
of his uncle'^ benefactor. 

I'he Count then thought of Theodore, 
and thought of him with a pang of contri- 
tion. It was evident that in attributing the 
conduct of Denmark to his information. 
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he had wronged him. One more fiilly in* 
. formed and more widely trusted, had been 
the betrayer* Adlercreutz was the agent 
in iStockholm, through whose hands the 
offers of the Swedish regency, and the 
Count's answers were c6nstantly intef- 
changed. Doubtless some disgust at Swe- 
den, rather than peculiar ill-will to the 
Count, had prompted » this ruinous disclo- 
sure. But whatever was the motive, Lau- 
v^nheilm dared not give t6 that act the 
name of treachery which was less culpabte 
than his own designs. 

The hint given by Fredenheim, warned - 
him to place his papers beyond the reach of 
seizure. Adlercreutz had the key of the 
cypher in which they were written ; and 
although most of them were from the 
Swedish regency, and the administrator of 
' Holstein, therefore criminated his corre- 
spondents rather than himsdf, the Count 
lost not a moment in committing them to ' _ 
the flames. 
That done, he threw himself on his held 
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to seek some rest ; but his thoughts were 
too perturbed for sleep, and starting u^ 
again, he spent the remainder of the night 
in traversing his chamber. 

The business of the ensuing day engross- 
ed him so imperiously, that he had not an 
interval left for further reflexfon. Fr^den- 
faeim formally announced himself in the au- 
dience chamber, as going with a message 
from Prince Charles to the commandant of 
Kons^inger j and immediately after his 
departure the Count proceeded to his coun- 
try-house, where he professed his intention 
of remaining while the Prince of Denmark 
occupied the government-palace. 

He took care to go thither without any 

< 

suite but servants ; and ;at night when every 
one was retired, he glided gently from his 
sleeping-room, down a prirate staircase into 
the garden, which at once let him out into 
the public road. 

He had to walk two miles before he coirfd 
reach the spot where Fredenheim had ap- 
pointed to meet him with horses. The 
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night was bright, but dismal ; for although 
the sky glittiered with myriads of stars, suph 
a tempestuous wind raged along the' neigh* 
bouring sea, and shook the frosty boughs 
of the trees, that the Count continpally 
mistook its noise for the clatter of horses* 
hoofs, and fancied pursuers were behind. 

When that fear had subsided, the peal- 
ing gust roused one more distresdng : if his 
daughters were yet on the vexed ocean, 
whose roaring loaded the wind like distant 
thunders, what might be their .fate? 

Perhaps to fill up the measure of his de- 
served punisment, Heaven had decreed that 
the inward shame and outward peril he was 
now encountering for their sakes, should 
prove unavailing ; for the tempest which 
now beat on his fugitive head, might be 
commissioned to rob him o£ the objects for 
which alone he sought to preserve life. 

He raised his eyes to the glowmg hea- 
vens, with an expres^on of anguish which 
ill suited the words that trembled from his 
lips, — " Thy will be done J" and wrapping 
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liitnself closer round in his cloak, he hur- 
ried forwards. - . 

The deafening wind increased. as he pro- 
ceeded ; and frequently {he wretched father 
stopped and listened, almost fancying that 
he heard the drowning shrieks of his daugh- 
ters, mixed with its hollow blasts^ 

Were not all his guilty plans then visited 
upon his head ? The anguish of that soli- 
tary journey might well have overbalanced 
an age even of successful crime* ; 

He advanced, agitated between confi- 
dence an4 distrust, pausing when he came 
in sight of the obscure place which had 
been appointed for the rendezvous. 

It was a narrow hollow, diverging from 
the common road, through two heavy 
banks. Under the shade of one of them 
he distinguished horses, and the figure of 
Fredenheim. At sight of the Count the 
latter dfrectly' rode forward, and casting 
an eager glance around, called out fov 
him to mount. . , 

V0L< i^* C 
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Lauvenheilm grasped the bridle of the 
horse with a shaking hand. He saw the 
necessity of seizing this only opportunity of 
escape, yet his naturally-noble spirit blushed 
at the disguise, the artifice, the humiliation 
to which he was submitting. 

** Better to stay and die !'* he said, half 
aloud, and withdrawing his hand from the 
horse's neck. " For God's sake, my Lord^ 
are you mad ?" exclaimed Fredenheim ; 
** Is a disgraceful death to be braved ?** 

That blunt question changed the Count's 
feelings ; he gave his companion^a lighten* 
ing glance between reproach and gratitude, 
and 4eaped into his seat. 

They proceeded in complete silence, and 
with as much rapidity as the road, and their 
horses' strength, would admit. At each 
stage Count Lauvenheilm's order, produced 
by Fredenheim, obtained them fresfi horses 
where the way lay on land, and ferry-boats 
when it was necessary to cross the interven- 
ing rivers* 
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Perhaps care had as much disguised the 
Count as the garb he wore, for no one 
luiew his person at any place they halted 
at-; once only, he was disturbed by the re» 
peated look of a peasant not far from Kon^i 
swinger, who atf last said to a soldier, loud' 
enough to be overheard by t)thers, *' There, 
that mai\ is like our good governor/' 

It was evening before the travellers 
reached the fortress. In pursuance of % 
previoils agreement. Count Lauvenheilm 
was left at the foot of the steep rock on 
which the fortress stands, as if to take care 
of the^ horses, while Fredehheim was to 
proceed to the castle itself, produce his 
credentials, and obtain the Commandant's 
passport for instantly crossing the frontier 
into Sweden. 

A momentary sense of degradation swell- 
ed Count Lauvenheilm's heart when he saw 
himself thus waiting like a groom, on the 
will or necessity of the Prince of Denmark's 
servant. But the degradation was not in 
the situation. The false feeling was quickly 

c a 
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succeeded byrenewed suspicions of his convr 
pinion's sincerity. 

As Fredenbeim in ascending the rock 
looked back towards the spot he bad ' left, 
ihe Count fancied he could discern a tri- 
iiniphant smile upon his lips: whether it 
wei!?e.the smile of exulting malignity, or of 
' sanguine idnd*heartedness, the Count's dis* 
turbed judgment was. not able to determine, 
and he watched the* young man's ascent and 
entrance with perturbed anxiety. 

The opening gates at length closed upon 

kini. ^^Now/' thought the Count, «* my 

doubts mustsoon end. If he be false, those 

to !whom he goes will «ot leave me long 

dn my present freedom." i 

His eyes glanced from the spot he stood 
on to the boundary of the two kingdoms. /A. 
few paces, and he might place himself at 
once under .the protection of Sweden, with- 
out waiting this doubtful result.: but thenv. 
if he were stoppedi— -the military were oa 
the alert ; every wjiiere; and should a single 
fii^tinel challenge him, he had no 'document 

6 



4 



THE RECLUSE OT NOKWAY. 



^ 



to produce, purporting that he was autho- 
rized by his own government to enter the 
lines of the enemy's country* 

As he paused, the gates of Konswinger 
again opened. " Ha ! then, I am lost !" hte 
exclaimed . aloud } but none were iiear 
enough to catch the. indiscreet sound, and 
the next instant he: saw that only one man 
was descending the rocky path. 

The person came with such haste that be 
seemed ready to- precipitate himself head- 
long. The clear twilight discovered it to be 
Eredenheim.. " We are late !'* he cried in 
a high voi^e^ as he mounted, and motioned 
the Count . to follow j " make haste, com* • 
rade." ^ 

At that moment, though obliged to give ^ 
the spur to his Horse, Count Lauvenheilm 
longed to cast himself off, and ask forgive- 
ness of the generous Fredenheim for his in- 
jurious suspicions. His heart was, indeed, 
full to t>ursting ; convinced now of the ser- 
vant's integrity, he could no longer doubt 
that of the master ; and he thought of his > 
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princely^ brother-in-law with a sudden glow 
of affection, which reproached him for hav- 
ing all his life lost his ui\assuming goodness 
in the blaze of their royal* brother's more 
brilliant qualities. 

He looked back upqn Norway, as he 
touched the liiie of demarcation which se- 

r 

par'ates that kingdom from Sweden. The 

grey waters of the Glomme, and the darker 

' bastions of the fortress, were the principal 

• objects that met his eye : the inland moun- 
tains gleamed through the distant .haze. 
He drew a deep sigh : when he should see 
these objects no more, he would be no- 
thing: like the sun which had just ^et 
behind them, his honours would be sud- 

\ denly: extinguished* By this flight he was 
; passing upon himself the sentence of banish- 
> ment,^ confiscation of property^ and loss of 

• name. 

How strange are the sports of destiny ! 
At that very moment Theodore was taking 
his last leave of the .same country, gomg to 
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seek honours, wealth, and an iUustrioud 
title in the land of his ancestors* 

Count Lauvenheiltn leaned back ifrom 
his horse, and suffered his eyes, now glazed 
with tears, to wander over the retiring 
scene. Fredenheim's voice urged him for- 
ward ; and in a few minutes more, they 
found themselves in the midst of a Swedish 
guard, and near a Swedish village. 

Count Lauvenheilm, notwithstanding his 
disguise, now declared himself to be a gen- 
tleman ; and assuring the Swedish oiEcer 
that he came as a friend, had only to de- 
mand, and immediatery to obtain, a safe 
conduct to one of the members of the re- 
gency. Accompanied by Fredenheim he 
set out, under a strong escort, for Stock- 
holm. 

During this long journey, the tumults of 
the Count's 1ni^d subsided into a gloom 
that neither gratitude towards his preserver, 
nor the hope of again embracing his' chil- 
dren, could for a moment dissipate. He 
no longer enjoyed either the peace of virtue 

c 4 
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nor that of self»deIusion ;, and time had not 
yet given to his remorse the tranquillizing^ 
character of repentancer 

Brooding over his abasement, he reacfav 
cd Stockholm. The regency received hirar 
with open arms. * Although the treachery 
of their own agents by betraying Count 
Lauvenheilm's plans^ had frustrated them, 
it could not take away his poWer of aiding 
the country he sought sheker in, by his 
talents, his political name, and his councils* 

/He was met therefore^ with }jublic de- 
monstrations of the profoundest respex^t, 
and with the offer of an important post m 
the government. 

Still smarting with the pain of the many. 

> 

•secret wounds which reflection and self-ex- 
amination had given him, the Count turned 
with abhorrence from this flattering pro- 
posal ; solemnly renouncingthose ambitipus 
wws which were to be realized by further- 
treachery against his sovereign, and simply 
demanding protection in the state of com-^ 
piece retirement, in which he meant to live 
tHl he should hes^r oiP bis daughters. 
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As the Bishop of Lubec's share in the 
political intrigue admitted of no proof from 
AdlercreutZy (though his well-grounded 
assertions would doubtless foment the jea- 
lousy with which . Denmark had long 
watched that Princess movements,) th^ 
Holstein neutrality must still remain un- 
assaulted. Count Lauvenheilm therefore 
hoped/ that if his daughters were harshly 
treated in Sleswick, they inight be invited 
into Holstein by the administrator himself-; 
but while he wrote^ to enquire of their' fate, . 
he also addressed^ the young bishop, to re-' 
sign all , expectations for Anastasia, which 
might have been grounded upon her father's 
adherence to a plan of disloyalty. 

Count Lauvenheilm had nb longer apy 
thing but thanks to bestow upon the ^re« 
server of his life; but these were given 
with such sensibility, that Fredenheim v 
would gladly have shared the Count's fu-' - 
ture fate, had he not cherished the pro- 
bable hope of being reclaimed by his for-^ - 
mer master. 

c 5 
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Before the fsyilhfuV creature parted for 
the neighbourhood of Carlscrona, "where 
bis mother's kindred lived, be answered 
those questions about Theodore, which the 
Count's diily-reviving interest often prompt- 
ed. But Fredenheim could only say, for 
he knew no more, that Theodore was at 
.^kardal, meditating a voyage to Spain, as 
soon as his health would permit ; and that 
!Wr. Coperstad had . never received from 
j^imany explanation of the caus^ which 
bad led him to leave the service of his pa- 
tron. Count Lauvenheilm heard this ho- 
nourable proof of the injured Theodore's 
forbearance with admiration and regret* 

The time which intervened between this 
period, and that iQ which the Count re- 
ceived intelligence of his daughters, was 
devoted to moody meditation. At first he 
resolved not to . seek accounts from his 
country; "hut the desire was irresistible, 
and he soon thirsted to know whether his 
name were ^Ifeady devoted to infamy. 

Nothing transpired: the Danish ^ourt 
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maintained an awful silence upon his flight, 
and hts antecedent conduct. But it was the 
public alone who were in ignorance ; there 
were t^ose nearest the throne to whom all 
had been divulged ; and while Count Lau- 
venheilm's relations and friends were be- 
sieging the royal presence, night and day, 
with petitions for his sake, and Prince 
Charles was hourly pleading with the irri- 
tated King for mercy to the offender, the 
oflfender himself was waiting with the still- 
ness of despair for the publication of his 
guilt. 

Happily the nearness of his connection 
with the blood-royal, and the strength of 
his party, prevailed over the wrath of Fre- 
derick, who consented to issue a private 
tentence of banishment, and confiscation of 
property, against the Count. 

His estates, smd those of his eldest daugh-r 
ter, were immediately occupied in behalf of 
the crown J and by the time that Anastasia 
aad £llesif reached Sles\rick, they found the 
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^ates of both residences sfatt against theniy ^ 
and heard from the persons empowered to- 
do so, the story of their fathei^s guilt and 
shame. 

^ As they were included in the sentence of 
banishment, to remain in Sleswick was im- 
possible. Their relation Madame Rothe- 
stein durst not receive them^ nor even ven- 
ture to give them the secret shelter of a 
single night. Where were they to go ? 
And upon what measure was Anastasia to 
decide ? 

She alone retained the power of think* 
ing and determining ; for the wretched 
Ellesif, as if struck by the hand of death, 
after the ifirst few distracted enquiries, had 
sunk into repeated fainting fits, and now 
remained stretched on the cold grovmd, 
before the house that had been her father's, 
giving no other sign of life than ,slow and 
interrupted breathing. 

The attendants, who occupied another 
carriage, came up at the moment, and with- 
lyut understanding the meaning of what they 
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saw, crowded round their young mistress 
with vain assistance and lamentations. 

.The agony fixed on the motionless fea- 
tures ;of her sister, assured Anastasia that 
she was either still sensible to what passed, 
or that the horror that had struck her into 
ihb fearful , state was yet present to her 
mind* 

In a sudden burst of tenderness she clasp- 
ed EUesif to her' heart, exclaiming to the 
Danish agent «before them, ^^ She is dying, 
and you refusfe her admittance! — EUesif, 
dear, unhappy sister, my arms at least shall 
be your death-bed/* Anastasia cast herself 
on the ground beside her sister, and lock- 
ing her in her artos as she spoke, burst 
into an agony of tears. 

*' I have my orders, Madam,^' replied 
the ruthless agent ; " I cannot, and I will 
not, admit you.'* 

** Wretch!" eajclaimed Anastasia, al- 
most frantic J ^Mhou knowest that I have 
no bribe to offer thee : and this beauty^ 
which they used to tell me could bend 
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rocks to my will, — that moves thee not* 
Every thing, every thing in life is impos* 
ture.*^ 

She shiiled bitterly as she spoke, and 
never had the beauty she thus contemned 
been so eminently bright : her impassioned 
gestures, her eyes in which sorrow and 
indignation . contended through tears, and 
fire, .her scattering hair, and rapidly cbang* 
ing complexion, gave to those exqtiisite 
charms the soul they so often wanted. 

But the eyes that would fondly. have ad* 
mired her, we^e sealed almost in death ;. and 
her two protectors were too much occupied 
in debating about their own fate, and ia 
exclaiming alternately against the Count 
and the barbarous I^ane before them, to» 
think of any thing else. 

iVnastasia suddenly started up.^ ^^ I have 
taken my resolution ;'* she said: *^ help 
me, Madame Hoffendal, to lead EUesif tO' 
the carriage.^ I can find protection in Geiu 
many." 

Baron HoffendaU with some surline8s,^ 
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asked her what she meant, repeating that he 
was betrayed ; that he was ruined by the 
Count ; for if all were true that th6 occu* 
pier of the Sleswick estates asserted, he and 
his Baroness must be innocently involved i!» 
the wreck of the Lauvenheilm family. 

For the first time in her life, Anastasia 
felt that she must purchase temporary pro- 
tection at any cost ; and she condescended 
to take him aside, and to assure him, that 
being contracted iii marriage to the admi* 
nistrator o^ Holstein, if she could reach 
Itiel or Eutin, she, and all who accom* 
panied her, would be received with open? 
arms. 

Hoffendal bad scarcely a choice ; and 
rather hoping than believing she told him 
trutli, consented to throw his last stake for 
fortune, by going with her into Holstein. 

During their short dialogue Madame 
Hoffendal was rending the air with excla- 
mations, and expostulations and lamenta- 
tions loud enough to have roused the dead. 
But if EHesif heard her she had not the 
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power to shew that she did, and she yet 
lay perfectly motionless on the pelisse her 
sister had spread for her on the ground. 

Released from Baron Hoffendal, An- 
astasia hyrried back to raise Ellesif, and 
again to weep over her marbled features* 
The Baron, meanwhile, took his clamorous 
wife aside, and quickly succeeded in ob- 
taining her consent to quit Denmark en- 
tirely, and to abide by the fate of Anastasia. 

The visions of a court, and the perspec- 
tive of new honours, suddenly restored 
Madame Hoffendal to her very best humour; 
and flying towards the sisters with a face 
as smiling as if no cause for sorrow re- 
maihed, she urged immediate departure, and 
beckpned her husband to assist in taking 
Ellesif to the carriage. 

Again the travellers commenced a second 
journey. Anastasia sunk^ into a sad silence, 
which neither the voluble questions of Ma- 
dame Hoffendal, nor the querulous remarks 
of her husband, could do more tbaa break 
for an iastant. 
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She was indeed reflecting on '^the possi* 
bility of being disappointed in the adminis- 
trator's attachment: she could not forget 
that he had dra^^n out the negociation be- 
tween them, with needless delay, and she 
therefore dreaded that in this ruin of her 
father, and her fortunes, he might be 
unwilling to ratify his former engagements. 

But at present she only sought a shelter 
befitting her rank, and she resolved to re- 
fuse the administrator's hand, if it were not 
offered with the ardour due to her character. 

By slow degrees, EUesif recovered con- 
sciousness and the power of motion r her 
opening eyes sought her sister's face, and 
there fixed, with a look of such, agonij^ed 
enquiry, that Anastasia* hastily answerefd 
them, " You must not give way to this 
despair, my dearest !Eltesif ; when we see 
my father, he will explain every thing ; you 
know he had many enemies.'* 

Ellesif replied by a heavy sigh, and di- 
recting her tej^rless eyes forward, ex- 
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claimed, " Where are we going now, Anas- 
tasia V* 

" To Kiel,'* returned Anastasia : " I 
hope to find my father there, — or at least 
to hear what has become of him.'' 

Eiiesif was seized with k convulsive fit 
of trembling at this mention of her father^ 
and throwing herself upon the neck of her 
sister, her heart laboured with violent emo- 
tion, till at length tears came to her relief^ 
and she wept abundantly. 

N^ver, perhaps, had the heart of woman 
been filled with such horror and anguish. 
In the fate of her father she found an instant 
explanation of those mysterious expressions 
he had used in their only conversation about 
Theodore ^ and the words he had uttered 
in reply to her vehement assertions of Theo- 
dore's abhorrence of a base action, now 
rushed to her remembrance with maddening 
force. 

^^ You may be soon, and fatally unde- 
ceived, EUesif." — Thus Count Lauvenheilm, 
had spoken : that moment was come ; the 
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Count therefore must have confided his 
culpable views to his Secretary, and he 
must have betrayed the trust. 

What ingratitude ! — at best, what pitiless 
justice ! and alas, what cruel indifference to 
the consequences of so hard an act ! and this 
was the man, v^hose character her fond 
fancy had adorned with the attributes of 
every excellence, nay, whose eloquence 
was always employed in recommending 
virtue, and lending to the' most sterile duties 
all the charms of sensibility ! But the hand 
of truth now stripped the idol of its false, 
decorations, leaving her to amazement and 
horror. 

As her disturbed senses wandered over 
these ideas^ she could not forbear yielding 
to the belief of being punished by this bit* 
terest of disappointments, for the undue 
estimation in which she had held one spe- 
cious object. Memory reminded her of 
.feelings that had amounted, tiearty to wor- 
ship. Alas ! how often, in admiration of 
Theodore's pure and peculiar sentiments^ 
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how often had her soul been at his feer, 
though her knee bent not,; and if her adtnf- 
ration of her father had not reached the 
same enthusiasm of devotedness, still it was^ 
perhaps too wildly exalted above the rational 
feeling of filial affection : and for that alscr^ . 
she merited chastisement. 
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A T the last stage Baron Hdffendal was 

sent forward with a letter to the Prince- 

Bishop, telling him what had happened, 

and praying him to inform the sisters where 

they might seek Count Lauvenheilm. 

Fortunately the administrator was then at 
Kiel J and following the impulse of a ge- 
nerous and impassioned heart, whose feel- 
ings no cautious politician was at hand to 
controiil, he hastened himself to meet the 
fair object of his passion, and to conduct 
her to his residence. 

A favourable planet ceftainly ruled fhe 
interviews of Anastasia and her princely 
lover, for theyalways took place when cir- 
cumstances gave an extraordinary impetus 
to her naturally-stagnant character. In Ker 
.present distress, all that pity adds to the 
effect of beauty was thiere to heighten it; 
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and the Administrator almost cursed the pre- 
sence of Baron and Baroness Hoffendal^ 
which alone prevented him from casting 
himself at her feet, and pouring out a tor- 
rent of ecstatic admiration. 

Madame Hoffendal no sooiler beheld him, 
thjil she uttered a scream of joyful recog- 
nition^; , and recollecting the conduct of the 
fictitious Colonel MuUer, felt satisfied that 
the young Countess's prospects were indeed 
as brilliant as ambition could wish. 

Full of her own probable share in the 
honours that awaited her protegicj she 
readily took a courteous hint given jby the 
ardent Administrator, and drew her husband ^ 
into another apartment. 

The Prince was then going to fall at the 
feet of Anastasia, and to utter all those vows 
anew which he had breathed on the borders 
of Norway, in the presence of her .father, 
when Ellesif, springing from the couch on * 
which she had been lying silent and weep- 
ing, exclaimed, '* W6 are now by our- 
selves, and in God's name I adjure you. 
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Prince, to tell me of what my dear father 
is accused, and where he is." 

The Administrator approached her with 
an amiable look of compassion, frankly ij> 
forming her of the services for which Hol- 
stein and Sweden wer^ indebted to the 
Count ; , exaggerating the insults offered to 
him by his own government ; and disguis- 
ing, under every specious name, familiar to 
statesmen, the real character of the trans- 
action. 

He had that morning received the letter 
written by the Count from Stockholm, and 
the production of this, tferminated his daugh- 
ter's fears. 

Anastasia was not perhaps capable of see* 
ing through other eyes than those of this 
generous lover, ai^d she therefore believed 
her father justified to the world for his in- 
fidelity to his royal master: but EllesiPs 
sense of wrong was only rendered more 
acute by her love for the person who com- 
mittied it, and she at once saw that hier fa- 
ther had fallen for ever from his <^ high 
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estate" of public honour and private re- 
spect. 

Dexterously as the Administrator had 
tried to veil the whole intrigue, he yet let 
in light sufficient to shew a candid mind its 
true forrfii and character ; *and EUesif stood 
like a statue, fixed in amazement and hor- 
ror, while he expatiated on the subject. 

IJer father's letter was in her hand : she 
had not yet summoned courage to read it. 
As she cast her eyes on it for that purpose, 
one sentence, caught and fixed the'm. 

" I rejoice (wrote the Count) that I 
know my betrayer, that I may no longer do 
injustice to an excellent and injured person. 
Adlercreutz, and not Guevara, is the in- 
former.'* 

Joy, as bright and as brief as lightning, ' 
flashed through the veins of EUesif. She 
dropped upon her knees, with the letter 
, clasped between her hands, while her raised 
eyes, and suddenly flushed cheek, thanked 
the Almighty for this ^unexpected consola- 
tion. The next instant, her cheeks and her 
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oy^s lost theis tmnsient glow» and estend^ 
ing her arms as if for assistance, ste msk' 
oace more into insensibility* 

The administrator's enamoured trdUi^xms, 
were again ^spended* Afteir a lodg Aut^ 
of fruitless remedies/ EUesif wad restored* to ' 
sense ; while aozbus to get to some {^^ 
of privacy andshdter, she eagerly gaVe berf 
assent to the administrator's proposal of> 
escorting the whole party immediatiely ta^. 
<me- of his residetices in the- eiivirons o£ 
Eutin. : N ; 

Exhausted with such rapid altematicms' 
of f^pdting, she stink into a deep, sleep, soon 
alter they resumed th^r journey, and awdke^ 
beijter and calmer ere they reaohitfd their 
place of destination. 

Nothing could ezieed the ddtcacy and 
devotednes$ of the adnlinistrator*s conduct : 
he«eem;ed ansaous to appease the murnttirsi 
of his love against his former complaisance ' 
to political interests. Anasta^a had but to 
proaoimce her will and have it obeyed i; 
and though he secretly rescdved; tOtkrooiM^ 
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with Denmark its right to confiscate her 
possessions in Sleswick, he was not the less 
sincere when he declared that, portionless 
and exiled* as she was, her hand, was still 
the highest prize his ambition sought. 

As a testimony of his gratitude to the 
friends that had giv^i up their country for 
her sakej he appointed Baron Hoffendal to 
the office of dne of his chamberlains, at the 
same time soUcitisg Madame la Baronne to 
continue the sanction of her ^ciety in the 
house, of which he made Anastasia mis- 
tress. 

Having seen his guests in possession of 
their residence, and obtained permission to 
attend them on the ensuing morning, the 
Administrator returned to Eutin for the pur- 
pose of dispatching >t courier to Count 
Lauvenheilm, informing him of his daugh- 
ters' arrival, and inviting him into the^ 
bi^opric. 

< The d^ity of chamberlain, and the 
present of a fine diamond which the young 
bishop had transferred from his own hand 
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to that of Madame Hoffendal, as he com- 
mended her fair charge to her especial care, 
quite obliterated both their mortification at 
the disgrace they believed themselves in- - 
volved in, and their concern for Comit 
Lauvenheilm*s future destiny. 

Their light and vain minds were not of a 
soil deep enough for profound impressions : 
and Madame continued to extol the dark, 
incommodious country-house (tf the admi- 
nistrator with all the variety of French 
hyperbole, while her husband managed to 
flatter his own self-love, by eulogising the 
Prince's nice judgment of character and 
merit. 

"Meanwhile the sisters sought relief from 
their voluble satisfaction, and retired early 
to their chanibers. Anastasia accompanied 
her sister to her room for a few moments. 
Her own sensibility was strongly roused by 
the events that had alternately sunk and 
exalted, mortified and delighted her ; and 
the contagious eihotion of Ellesif caused her . 
tears again to flow, as they fell into each 
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Other's arms, when none were by, to wit- 
ness their agitated embrace. 

They spoke only of their father and of 
the Prince-bishop; but Thepdore's image 
was in the very squi of Eliesif ; and as her 
sister's arguments gradually soothed her 
anguish for her father's future safety and 
present dishonour,^ she fek that had not the 
mercy 9f Theod6re's vindication been ex- 
tended, she jpaust have sunk under the pres- 
sure of their calamity. 

Dead as he was to her, insensible to her 
aflFectio.n, and most likely separated from 
her for ever ; still the conviction .of his inte* 
grity was the restoration of half her happi- 
ness : stilt to be able to esteem, as well as 
to love him, was transport to that tender 
and virtuous heart, which had no enjoy- 
ment save in the indulgence of strong affec- 
tion J but which had not the happy facility 
of retaining the sentiment, yet changing its 
object. The history of her father furnished ' 
a key to all that had been mysterious in his 
parting with Theodore, and in Theodore's 
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conduct dnoe. She thought it proved 
that Theodore's apparent attachment had 
been si]icere ; but that, shocked l2y the 
projected deigns of the County he had at 
oBce resolved to break from the ^h6k fa- 
mily^ lest he should hereaft^ be rempted to 
pollute his name by a union with we of its 

membersw 

« 

This was lAijust^ perhaps; this was cany* 
ing honour too far.; but Ellesif would not 
find a flaw in such virtue. O no ! she had 
wept too bitterly over the fear that all 
Theodore's virtues were assumed ;. and she 
now dwelt with such a glow of gratitude for 
this clearing of hss honour, that her spjril: 
was strengtliened to endure with submission 
the bitter affliction of her fate» ' 

Anastasia did not make a single comment 
upon chat part of her father's letter which 
xebted to Guevara ; and the timid EUesif^ 
4imid the mpment she ceased to despair^ 
idare^ not utt^ what was passing in her 
Jieart about.a m^n, of whose attachment she 
could bring no proofs satisfactory to oth^s; 
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no proofs but such as were registered by 
Heaven and herself. * 

Anastasia was far from guessing that any 
object except theil* parent was in her sister's 
thoughts.: she herself had almost ibrgotten 
Theodore'^ existen*ce ; and, exhilarated by 
the approaching distinction of sharing 
princely rank with her own lover, she 
sought to convince EUesif that their fa- 
ther's conduct would find half the world 
for its apologists ; and that, after she should 
have become the wife of the administrator, 
his restoration to his former title and po&- 
sessions might be negociated or obtained 
through force of arms, by the co-operation 
of Sweden. 

Ellesif would tiot open the eyes of Anas- 
tasia, to what her own could not avoid 
Seeing. Honour and dishonour were not 
with her a matter of opinion, dependent upon 
the breath of sovereigns : her father, inno- 
cent in fact, though believed guilty by all 
mankind, covered with obloquy, and pur- 
sued with unrelenting vengeance, would 
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have been a sacred object in her sight, and 
she could triumphantly have mounted the 
scaffold with him, and shared his fate : but 
guilty of a traitor's intention, convicted of 
that intention, evQn though restored to 
public fayour and private regard, he must* 
remain the object . of shame, pity, and 
despair:. 

At every pause in th^se maddening re^^ 
flections she started, and asked herself it 
it were indeed true ; — if that parent, )¥hom 
dll now she had reverenced and idolized, 
fondly believing him the brightest model of 
honour and truth, had indeed sullied bim^ 
self with a crime ? 

Unwilling to chill the ralised spirits of 
Anastasia, by expressing feelings like these, 
EUesif fondly embraced her, touched by 
the unusual sensibility their late distresses 
had called forth; and pensively hoping 
that the hand of the administrator might 
prove worthy the fatal price her father had 
•paid for it. ' 

They separated for the night : Anastasia 
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to ^leep ahif dreim of her lather and her 
lover ^ Ell^iif 4e acknowledge her' fault, in 
tiaVilig susS^red ibe lo6s of Theodore to 
4etach her from every other ititerest aiyl 
^uty^ thu6 drawing down the wrath of 
Heaven, m the 6ha|>e of this heaviest idsita- 
tion. . 

Ellesif ^s pious feelings were never throbs of 
^rattsient emotioh ^ they had a vitial influence 
tipon her conduct : * and from lliis disastrous 
period, she conscientiously strove to temper 
iher keenest regrets with submission j to 
•oppose to present trials the conviction 
ihat all thills are ordered for ultimate 
good ; and* to watch and wait for futufe 
comlbrt Iri^iout impatience, as without 
despiur. 

The Mow, tiierefore, which her sister 
bad expedted would finayy crush her deli- 
cate natftre, roused it to exertions entirely 
new ; and the powers of her body began 
soon to rally with those of her mind. 

Anastasia meanwhile lived in 'a state of 
gratified inclination and ambition. The 
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young administrator, intoxicated with hep 
heightened •charms, was no longer to be 
controlled by the advice of counsellors, or 
the suggestions of relations, lie catti^cTerjr 
day to worship at the shrine of his fair idol, 
who was arain a divinity in the eyes of the 
Baron and Baroness Hpfiendal. ' 

. At this period Count Lauvenheilm ar- 
rived. He jcame at midnight in a plaiti 
equips^e, and without any attendant. 

His daughters received him alone. Anas- 
tasia ran into his arms, but EUesif sunk k) 
the ground ere she could reach them, 
watering his feet with her tears. 

The Count stooped to raise her in silence : 
his troubled- eyes were averted, as^ if they 
ventured. not ito meet the ad^yig look of 
his innocent daughter. EUesif spoke not; 
neither did her now downcast eyes distress 
that humbled parent, whose confusion iud 
spee^lessness "acknowledged what she 
hoped he would haye mobly rq)elled. . 

Ahastasia uttered ^n exclamatioa of con- 
cern at the akeratkm in the Gount^s person ; 
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EUesif then looked up, and at th^t moinent 
she thought it was the spectre of her father 
she beheld. -— So pale vms his countenance^ 
so entirely changed in its expression, that 
choaking with tears she sunk upon his 
bosom, sobbing at intervals a few incohe- 
*rent words of grief ^nd tenderness; 

The Count continued to hpld- hier to his 

* heart with trembling agony, while Anasta- 
sia wept over them both ; and sighs were 
the only sounds they uttered. The long 
and melancholy * and eloquent silence was 
first broken by Count Lauvenheilm hintself, 
who ' remarked, with a faint, smile, how 
beautiful his Anastasia yet looked, and how 
it soot|ked his suiFerings to see his EUesif 
less obvioysly ill than when ihey had parted 
at Christiana. 

He then turned the discourse upon the 
administrator, warmly praising hi^ generous 
adherence to an engagement formed «;under 
happier auspices ;' yet , adjuring Anastasia 

• not to accept bis hand, even in her present 
: shattered fortune, unless she still fek a real 



• » 
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atcacnment to nis person. AU or at . 

that yet lingered round the heart of the Count 
bad this favourite- daughter for its object ; 
and he was sensible to a throb of Joy when 
she assured him, with * a convincing blush^ 
that her happmess depended upon the 
union. 

" Well then," said her father, rising to 
to leave them, ^' I now know how to answer 
the Prince, who is impatiently awaiting this 
moment. Touwill have a powerful and a 
devoted protector, my iVnastasia, — but 
my poor Ellesif'* — iHe stopped, and his 
heavy sigh was echoed by* a heavier from 
Ellesif : each of these sighs seemed to say, 
^* And she too might have I^ad a fidthfiil 

prdtect6r> if *' 

Ellesif reproached herself for the invo* 
luntary n)urmur, and, forcing a smile as 
she kissed her father's hand, said cheev* 
fully, ^' I want no dtarer protector than 
yourself." 

The Count's ^yes rested on her for a 
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moipent full of his heart, then blinded with 
tears/ turned hastily away. 

From the period in which Count Lau* 
venheiliii gave liis tonseftt to the immediate 
tnarriage of his daughter, the enamoured 
f rince-bishop hastentsd the necessary prepa*- 
rations, apprdiensive' that if he delayed . 
putting the final tseal ' to his intention, the 
expostulations of numerous relations, and 
the intrigues of Denmark, tnight forcdhim 
to abandon it. ' ' 

Anastasia herself secretly, thanked her 
lovefr for this ardouiT; and, though ^sunk 
again into het former ** waveless calm," 
•'was y6t cliarmiilgin the partial eye of love. 
'Her silent' passivetiess appeared delightful 
modesty; and the small ^hare she tboki^. 
the speechless sadness of her father,, flatter- 
ed the adibinistrator into the belief that her 
"joyful prospects with him closed her hieart • 
'against ail mourhful^fmbressions. « ' 

In truth, Anastasia had a heart but no 
imagination: visible, distracted ^rrow 
awakened sympathy in her; but that 

II . 
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deeper and more desolating sort, wHch 
preys invmrdly^ and shews itself on the £aice 
only of * its victims, passed her without 
e&ct. Capable of piky and emotion when 
she saw persons sufier, and heard them 
com;)li^, she was nevar troubled by sup- 
posing struggles, that arfe the severer for 
not being avowed. 

EllesiPs improving health and stronger 
self command) quickly tetminated the sud- 
den and ^qere alarm her sister had felt on 
her account ; and .the c&re with which the 
Count removed himself from allobserva. 
tidn, while secrejly devoured by *' that 
^^rorm which never dieth/' made h^ ima* 

a 

gme him no longer the prey of «elf-re. 
:prodch« . . ^ 

But Ellesif niarked.the true stafe 6f Jier 
father, and strove, by added demonstra* 
tions of dutiful s^ection) to convince him 
tlAt his children rememberefl only the ex*- 
« celtent parts of his life, and averted their 
eyes frotti the single stain which defaced 
them. 
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The Count felt her tenderness,, and 
though unable to speak of the past transac-; 
tion, disdaining to varnish, and ashamed to 
confess it, he yet found in vague.discourses 
with her,. (which all pointed to.one subject, 
and«never absolutely reached it,) a balm of 
consolation which assuaged the pain of his 
wounded conscience. 

Shunning the public eye, he lived with 
his daughters in profound retirement, pay* 
ing a bitter penalty for all his i^ults, in the 
sense of degradation which kept him thus 
secluded. . • • 

It was the Count's determination to quit 
Germany as soon as Anastasia should be 
married; • and, accompanied by* Ellesif, 
(now endeared to him by maQy assoda-^ 
tions,) nass intQ France, ^nd retire with 
her to the only estate now remaining to him 
in right of his wife. For the vexatious 
Iaw-s«it that had followed her death, had 
long since ended, in despoiling her only, 
child of her rights; and at the period in 
which Count Lauvenheilm forfeited every 
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thing in Denmark, there remained for him. 
in France but an annual income of a thou- 
sand Louis. 

' The .silence which Denmark still , ob- 
served. Confined the knowledge, of his 
politic;^! intrigue solely to the immediate 
circles of the three courts concerned in that 
transaction. * To all others, Count Lauven- 
heilm's sudden retreat from his country > 
was a matter of mere specvdation ; and it 
remained with the Count himself to quell 
suspicion, and suffocate rumour by a daunt* 
less aspect. 

But the Count^s remorse would have 
been mockery, had it left him capable of 
asserting the innocence he was no longer 
conscious of possessmg : he. therefore left 
the world to its own conjectures, retres^ting 
from the murmur of iti inquiries, and pre- 
serving even with his friends and family 
that sad silence which confesses a humbled 
spirit. 

To one person alone, the . Count had 
broken through 'this mournful reserve. He 
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had written to Prmce Charles ; and, with 
the caadour of a noble nature, gave the 
history of his erring and repentant heart. 
He expressed himself penetrated aot only 
with the goodness of that prince,' biit with 
the moderation of the punishment adjudged 
by his sov^eign ; and, admitting the justice 
x>f the sentence that proscribed him, he 
took an affecting fatrewell of his country 
and his friends. 

The. reply of his illustrious brother-in- 
law was full of kindness, offermg the Count 
his purse and his good offices whenever he 
might stand in need of them ;. and assuving 
him that wherever he might chuse an 
Asylum, no persecution from Denmark 
should follow, and no act of the go 
verament demand his person. 

PrepaF$tfk)hs meanwhile were proceediog 
for the nuptials of the admimstrator \ and 
all that the most extravagant passion could 
prompt, to mark with distinction the day of 
Its hfippine^ was apparent in these pre- 
parations. ' , ' \ 
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Anastasia was all blushes and beamy ; 
the Baron and Baroness Hoffendal at the 
very pinnacle of transport, tod the Count 
sensible to a degree of satisfaction' h% 
litely believed hiipself incapable of feeling 
again. 

Only Ellesif retired often from the busy 
scene, to weep and to think. This mar- 
riage* would^ almost entirely ' divorce her 
from Anastasia,* whose residence was too 
near Denmark for her father to vi^it it with- 
out the bitterest recollections. The Count ' 
was going to bury himself iU' a province of 
France ; Ellesif must accompany him ; tod 
though filial affection made her willit^gly 
resolve to devote her whole life to the task 
ofsoothiiig his lacerated mind, lov^ sigh- 
ed to think, that in so doing she would be 
relinquishing every probable chance of 
meeting Theodore again. 

If h*e still inh'kbited the north of Europe, 
she could have wished to remain there ; if 
gone to Spain, and were her journey to be 
to the court circle of France, it -was possible 
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she^ might see him at last, amongst the 
many Spaniards whom the present con- 
nection between the two countries led to 
Paris ; but buried in the shades of Anjou, 
a miracle only could bring him to her^sight. 

Her heart sunk at the prospect, and her 
health began pnce more to droop durihg the 
struggle of regret and duty. 

The day for'Anastasia's marriage was now 
fixed ; and on the prex^ibuc night, the ad- 
ministrator was to give a magnificent ball, 
at which his beautiful bride was to appear 
for the first time in public at Eutin.- 

His circle was drawn from all the aeigh- 
bouring German courts ; and a number of 
his own relations attended, though unwil- 
lingly^ to evince respect for his choice. 

The palace was bright with innumerable 
lights, and gay with a profusion of flowers ; 
the company were brilliantly attired; and the 
young Administrator himself, in the glow 
of exulting love, received his fair prize from 
the hand of her. father, and led her to the 
dance. 
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At the desire of her father, Anastasia was 
dressed with a simplicity alihost startling in 
that age of rich attire ; but the exquisite 
loveliness with which nature had adorned 
her, mocked the glare of gems and the 
inventions of art ; and she passed through 
the astonished and dividing assembly, like 
some celestial vision which leaves a track of 
light where it passes. 

The ladies looked at her wonderful 
beauty with amazement, the men with 
ecstacyj while the pale, the altered; yet 
deeply-interesting Ellesif,* smiling through 
tears that almost blinded her, as she thought 
of past times, leaned unnoticed on her 
father's arm. 

Count Lauvenheilm had made a strong 
effort to appear at this ball^ and' he now re* 
proached himself for feeling some of his 
former proud triumph at this homage to 
his daughter. 

The ball began ; Anastasia floated round 
the saloon in the seducing dance of Ger- 
many9 with the slow grace of an etherial 
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being. - The Prince scarcely r^spired^as her 
balmy breath at intervals mingled with his 
owA. He ^circled her figui'e, with a trem- 
bling arm, repining at the quickened move- 
ment of the ipusic, which obliged him to 
whirl his blushing partner with a velocity 
which took away the sight of her charms. 
. Elksif stood witkfond pleasure, enjoying 
the evident happiness of her sister ; the 
Count exulted in the triumph of her beauty ; 
the. Prince thought only of the next morn- 
ingj'which was to give her to him for ever : 
The surrounding spectators were divided be* 
twe^ envy and admiration ; and Anastasia 
herself, felt once more on the throne of 
power and pre-eminence. 

Blind mortals I ^- Even then, the bolt 
that was to fall amongst you, and crush one 
felted object , was ready to strike ! 

Anasta^a was called out, again and again, 

by the Prince. She was skilled in all the 

" dances of France, and Italy, and Germany, 

and her intoxicated lover appeared never to 

be satiated with beholding h^r graceful 
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movements, and hearing the bursts of ad- 
miration that followed them. 

She herself seemed insensible to fatigue ; 
but her Wood was on fire, and the excessive 
brightness of her cheeks, and eyes made 
Ellesif urge her to quit the dance for at 
least awhile. 

The administrator led her into an adjoin- 
ing room, where refreshments were diftri- 
buting : the imprudent Anastasia ran for- 
ward, and seizing a peaqh of ice, ate it, 
before her lover, could warn her of her 
danger. • 

The eflfect was instantaneous : she wa^ 
seized with violent spasms, and in. a few 
mJhutes was borne in the agonies of 'death 
to a chamber of the palace. 

Medical aid was summoned in vain : the 
mortal shaft had flown j and surrounded by 
her lover, her father, and a crov(rd of 
amazed persons, the beautiful Anastasia 
breathed her last, in the arms of her sister. 

The blow wasL so sudden, so awful, so 
afflicting, that not one of those nearest to . 
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her heart,' had th^ power of supporting 
each other. The lover, the father, and the . 
sister, were each seized with ^ frightful 
stupor, during which, an aunt of the ad- 
ministrator's assisted Baroness Hoffendal in 
the performance of the last melancholy 
services. 

Ellesif, who should have succoured her 
father, was first awakened by him to the 
consciousness of what was passing ; and she 
recovered in time to cover the beautiful 
corpse with flowers, as fair and as perishable 
as itself. 

Every one who had seen the peerless 
victim, lamented her untimely fate with 
audible grief. Count Lauvenheilm alone 
wept not, complained not. To his eyes 
the visible hand of Heaven had struck this 
object of his fond ambition j punishing him 
in her person ; and leaving him in mercy, 
to divorce his heart from earth. 

Night and day he watched her cold re- 
mains, in tearless, thoughtful silence ; and 
long after the grave had received them, he 

ID 
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passed the hours of re^t in prayer and me- 
ditation, by the side of the mournful tomb 
which inclosed what had once been his 
idolized daughter. 

The distracted bridegroom lay in delirious 
fever during the period of interment. He- 
revived to find that even the consolation of 
seeing that fair face in death was torn from 
him. Anasta^a had been buried many 
days. ' 

Time passed unheeded to the mourners ; 
but the administrator was no sooner restored 
to health, iand the phrenzy of his grief had 
subsided, than Count La^ivenhftilm declared 
his intention of immediately proceeding to 
France, to change the scene for EUesif, 
whose stricken heart was yet bleeding with 
this last severest wound. ^* She is all that 
is left to me;*' he said, in reply to argu- 
ments that would have urged him to stay ; 
** and I must henceforth devote myself to 
her happiness alone. I cannot repair some 
evils that I have caused her, bur I may pre- 
serve her from new ones. Here, she is 
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\iasting away her life in a sorrow, whicfa» 
alas ! every object renews.'* 

The administrator urged him no more* 
«• Why should I seek to detain you, my: 
Lord," he said gloomily : *' I confess that 
nothing can give mie one pleasurable emotioa 
now,— -not even your society,— she is dea49( 
and what is there to care for m life V^ 

*' The good and the happiness of othere,'* 
replied the Count earnestly, ** You are 
young, my Prince, and happily framed. 
Your ardent nature will find a new^ source 
of enjoyment in the duties of your high 
station ; and perhaps another — *' 

^^ Do not outrage me,. with talkingj^^cff 
another!" exclaimed the Prince, rising, 
and abruptly leaving him. Count. Lauyen-. 
heilm put his hand to his eyes to crush; the 
drops that gathered there, and retired to 
prepare Ellesif for a journey to France, 
. Nothing attached Ellesif to the place she 
was about to quit, except the ashes of her 
sister, and the affliction of the administrator ; 
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yet, for their sakes, she heard with a pang 
of agony that she must abandon £utin« 

It is true that habit rather than sympathy 
had bound her to Anastasia, and that her 
loss left not that void which nothing else 
can fill ; but the stroke had been so sudden, 
the recollection of it was associated with sa 
many hopes now annihilated ; and the image 
of Anastasia passing in one moment from 
life to death, from a scene of the gayest 
animation to the dark stillness of the grav#, 
from bridal array to a shroud, haunted her 
dreams and her thoughts. 

Pity joined regret ; for Ellesif yet lo vtd 
too fondly, not to mourn for one thus torn 
from the very grasp of love and happiness. 

JHaving made their arrangements, and 
taken a sorrowful leave of the Administrator 
and the dismally-splendid mausoleum of his 
betrothed Anastasia, Count Lauvenheilm 
and his daughter quitted E^tin, never to see 
it again. 

Without staying in Paris, the Count pro- 
ceeded at once to. a 3mall c hateau which 

VOL. IV. fi 
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:Stood on his little property in Anjou, anl 
which had lately become vacant by the de« 
parture of its former tenant* The house 
was therefore comfortable and in good 
order. 

The lovely environs of the Loire soothed 
anguish into melancholy ; and could EUesif 
.have forgotten Theodore^ and her father 
his own errors, they might have found every 
tranquil pleasure at Chateau-Gris. 

After the first irruption of a populous 
neighbourhood, whom their sadness soon 
disgusted, and the altehiate visits of all the 
late Cduntess^s relations, the father and 
daughter^ were left to retirement and them* 
selves. 

Each had talents, and habits, <and cha* 
racters formed for domestic seclusion ; each 
were calculated to diffuse improvement and 
enjoyment around them 4 but the soul of 
EUesif. was far away from her preset 
solitude ; and in defiance of all her effoitS) 
she could not mould' herself to mor^ than a 
pensive endurance of this living tomb. 

6 
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The deepest thoughtfulness had succeed* 
ed to the Count's playful graces of mind } 
he courted solitude : and though when with 
Ellesif he exerted himself to animate her 
amusements or to direct her studies, it was 
e^dent that his mind labotired with another 
subject. 

Could Ellesif have seen her father made 
happy by her voluntary surrender of all the 
enjoyments and hopes of youth, her amiable 
nature would have believed itself repaid for 
every sacrifice ^ and she would have become 
sensible to a great degree of. tranquil plea* 
sure : but as that was not the case, her 
spirits drooped under the fatigue of con- 
tmual exertion } and she often sunk into 
fits of absence, in which the happy year 
passed tinder the same roof with Theodore, 
returned to her memory with deepened im- 
pression and regret. 

Assured of his worth, she fancied, now 
that her moderated wishes no longer wanted 
the possession of his heart ; that if she could 
only be restored to his societyi she would 
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not have a desire ungratified. Forgetting 
that her father's grief could receive no 
amelioration from any human power, but 
depended wholly on the will of that Al- 
mighty Being against whose commands he 
had sinned, she fondly thought that with 
Theodore would return his cheerfulness and 
self-esteem ; and coupling these two ideas 
together, she insensibly habituated herself 
to ground every hope of happiness &r her 
father, as well as for herself, upon a future 
ire-union with this cherished object. 

In thi^ hope, she resumed her Iong-sus» 
pended correspondence with Gaston de 
Roye. She wrote ; nay she even ventured 
to ask what he knew of their former friend. 
But this letter, with another that followed, 
never reached de Roye, in ^consequence of 
the tumultuous state of ]^ain ^ and Ellesif, 
receiving no answers, had the mortification 
of supposing that Theodore himself perhaps 
might have influenced this silence, or that 
de Roye was no longer in life. 

The particulars of Count Lauvenheilm'f 
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disgrace, though not kiK)wn in France, 
were however guessed at } but the courtiers 
of Louis XIV. were not disposed to con- 
sider a politicsd intrigue, as at all derogator)^ 
to a man who was openly spoken of with 
distinction by their Grand Monarque^ 
l4Quis was indeed not sorry for the oppor* 
tunity of shewipg respect to a statesman 
who had deserted a cabinet hostile to bis 
ambitious views ; and he publicly offered a 
pensio^i and Parisian residence to the me^ 
lancholy exile. 
. Count Lauvenheilm gratei^uHy rejected 

I'm 

both ' offttrs, accepting only permission to 
bear the title of the estate he inherited from 
his wife } for no longer privileged to retain 
that of his own . country, he hastened to 
prevent the shock of being formally called 
upon by Denmark to renounce it. 

In the title of Count St. Etienne, hi^ 
buried for ever that illustrious name by 
which he . bad been known and admired 
throughout Europe. 

With that name, he dropped every dis- 
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tmction connected with it. He ceased tb« 
various correspondencies vrfakh had foi^ 
merly gratified his taste as much as his 
vanity ; he confined his establishment £o i 
few usefttl domestics ; and the donations h^ 
diffused, he gave with such secrecy and 
care, that even the objects themselves nevei? 
knew the hand by which they vnere suC-' 
toured. 

liUesif, who had never thought of popu^ 
ferity, neither shunned nor sought thfe 
knowledge of the persons to whose welfare 
she contributed. Pursuing the same active 
benevolence, (though with straitened 
means,) to which she had been accustomed 
in the north, she pursued it with greater 
scope and freedom, from the absente of 
that exalted situation, aind that crowd of 
domestics, which impose a iho«isand re* 
Straints upon usefulness. 

In such avocations alone, she found a 
fealm for all her hearths wounds ; for in 
scenes of gaiety and spectacle, the blooming 
image of that sister now mouldering in dust 
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perpetually rose to turn them into horror ^ 
and in the cukivaticm of those elegant ac* 
complisbments, and that spirit of enquiry^, 
which had once distinguished her, she was 
so agonizingly rehiicded of Theodore,' that 
the practice of them was rather a torture 
than a solace. 

At tke period in which she saw and 
b'stened to Theodora every day, every hour, 
little did she foresee that thare would come 

r 

a time when the bounds^ of her hopes, 
and the aim of her petitions to heaven, 
should be, that she might dream of him* 

That time was now come ; and the fleet* 
ipg moments of aleep, in which fancy, or 
rather memoi^, lived over again the happy 
days that were no more, were ta EUestf the 
only coveted moments of her life. 

The Count had been settled at Chateau- 
Grss two months, when H son of the Duke 
de Ncunnoutier's (a cou»n of EUesif ) came 
to pay his young kinswoman a visit, in his 
way to rejoin the Marquis de iQonnac m 
Spain. 

£ 4 
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When Eliesif heard that he bad not beea 

« 

more than a month from Saragossa, and 
that consequently he must have heard of 
Theodore, if he were then in the peninsula, 
her looks betrayed the agitation of her 
mind* She listened to his eternaHy-flowing 
current of court chit-chat with breathless at- 
.tention, still hoping to hear the name she 
watched for, amongst the numerous Spa- « 
niards whose private histories the happy- 
coxcomb was detailing. 

De la Tremouille could only stay while 
his horses baited ; and never had EUestf, 
in the society of Theodore, watched the 
flight 'of moments with more panting regret* 
The nearer the time drew for his departure, 
the less was her chance of gaining the in« 
formation she sought. She dared not en* 
quire, for her father was by, and she knew' 
that her burning blushes woul'd betray her 
fillings to him, and excite suspicion in her 
cousin. 

This fear restrained her from asking a 
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question which she would have purchased 
the right of asking, almost with her life» 

O mystery of the human heart, when 
bonds so weak, can fetter our strongest 
pasaioa! 

£lle^ was selec^g a large bouquet fi>r 
her 8elf««adsfied cousin, from a basket of 
flowers which the gardener had just brought 
b,r and placed on a slab at a little distance, 
vihea she heard de la Tremouille say to the 
Count, 

< ^^ Aprc^s, I have not told you yet, the 
most* amusing, surprizing, romantic, rid^ 
cttbus thing that has just happened ii^ Spainw 
A young, man has suddenly appeared there, 
calling himself the grandson of one of the 
principal grandees ; and, however amazing 
the circuttistance, he has actually been ra* 
ceived by the &mily and the court, and 
-will very soon be legally invested with -^ 
the honours belonging to such high no>- 
bility." 

* The Count with evident ematbn dsked 

B 5 
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fte question EUe^f was ino^aUe of artii^ 
culating. 

. ^< Don Theodore Guevara he is called/' 
replied the careless de la Tremouille, settling 
his toupet at a mirror ; ^^ a fine looking 
fellow enough, if he had any Parisan taste 
in dressr But what can one expect from i 
person that formerly begged about die 
streets of Copenhagen? By the way,^ I 
dare say your lordallip haa 6ften giten him 
alms/' 

EUesif did not hear her fistther'a digni- 
fied and candid ezpIuMtcion of Theodore's 
original skuatioa ; for, overcome wit|i ^mv 
prize, joy, indignation, ahd regret^ she 
got with difficulty to the door, uadbleevea 
to iaker out an excuse for her disaf^iean- 
ance. 

She turned into a galleiy little fre^ 
ipiented, and throwing herself on a wiadow- 
«9at^ bnrst inib relieving teais. / Theodona^ 
dien, had reached the height to which hs^ 
.ture had destined him ; be was happy^ he 
was honoured j and though dll was changed 
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with' herself, in his perscm she could still 
£eel enjoyments 

She indulged these teais «nd this trsu^* 
sport but a moment, for she feared to lose 
any part of what de la Tremooille had to 
teU $ aiid;She blushed, lest her father should 
obsenre her weak constancy to a semiment 
diat had so long been neglected by its 
object. 

When she returned, her couski was in the 
middle of the story of Don Jasper's attack 
opoti Inieodbreb Sbe came in time to hear 
^l iioLt refleeted honour upon the character 
ei Theodol^ ; she came in time to hear her 
ffkther say with strong emphasis, as if he 
seized t^at oppcMuntty ef address^g her- 
sdf,— 

^^ It «B elcactly the conduct lehould hzf^ 
ttpected from Gueip«ire4 , His is true liobi* 
lity. -of soul, to which ao worldly honours 
tMI add) and from whkh no obscurity caft 
take away* I once wronged hith, by blam^ 
lug htm te a matter where I alon^ was in 
fMhi (his countisnance changed as he 
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Spoke;) and I am glad of' this opportunity 
of distinctly declaring, that I believe him a 
peraon of incorruptible integrity and of 
perfect truth.'* 

EUesif turned away to hide her glowing 
hce. This testimony to' Theodore'^ recti- 
tude, this mention of him in the same fa* 
miliar manner, and with the same tone of 
kindness, with .which she had formerly 
been used (o hear her father midntioa him, 
stemed to annihilate. Time, and transpbrt 
her. back to that blissful period, during 
which Theodore's name was continually 
sounding in her ear, and his figure passing 
before her eyes* 

Trembling, agitated, and «lent, she re* 
moved herself from observation by €om« 
pleting the bouquet she had le& unfinished ; 
and the entrance of a servant, coming to 
announce de la TremduiHe's horses, helped 
to conceal her emotion still further, ' by the 
Jiasty re^tition of adieus and good wishes* 

Unwilling to lose the chance ^ hearing 
jBome remark upon a subject now reviving 
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in all its interest, Ellesif remained dis* 
posing of the flowers that were left in some 
vases, which ^he forgot to fill with water : 
her trembling hands could scarcely lift* the 
flowers, and her listening sense watched 
even the faintest breathing of her &ther* 

He sat lost in thought, without speaking. 
SliU Ellesif hoped he would notice the in- - 
fiacmatibn given them by her cousin i and 
^11 she was disappointed. 
» Hb silence saddei)ied . her raised spirits ; 
for it seemed to say, ^^ I have done Gue-- 
vara justice^ but I will not foster an unre- 
tumed aflFection." 

The Count's reveries were of a very dif- 
iearent nature. Hd . was suddenly struck 
with the idiea of giving his daughter a 
chance for happiness. Bytakmgher into 
Spain he would afford her an* opportunity 
of meeting Theodore again in society ; and 
by bis 'conduct on such an occasion, Ellesif 
would either be at once cosivinced that his 
affection had cicased to exists or that it rested 
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solely with herself Co fan its smothered 
embers into their former fire. 

Had Lauvenheilm still retjiined the proud 
ramk in ^^hich Theodore had last seen him, 
had he even retained that princely foitaaie 
which would have made EUesif 's hand a 
splendid gift, and had Theodore's prospects 
been less ascertained, the Count would at 
once have confessed his past fault, aid 
sought Guevara's friendship again; but it 
was pos$X)le the disinterestedness of this re-^ 
newed affection might now be suspected, 
and the humbled penitent was ohHged there* 
fore to proceed with reserve, leaving thd^ 
event to Providence* 

Hitfaefto shame, nather than pride, had 
induced the Count to drop all intercourse 
with Princess Ursitii ; but fate liow resolved 
to give her a dcetch of , his late misfortunesj 
confessing error^ . without absolutely naiv 
rating the circumstances^in which he erfed^ 
and escpressing his intentbn of traveling 
lor the sake of his daughter's hetkh^ 
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With a delicate and proper pride, which 
prevented him from mentioning Guevara^ 
the Connt simply spoke of his projected 
tour, in the hope of inducing Princess Ur* 
md to invite Ellesjf and himself to visit her 
beyond the Pyrenees* 

His views with respect to EUesiPs hapi- 
piness he determined to ikeep concealed, 
even from herself. The scheme was almost 
a fbriom hope ; and he feared to rekindle 
the fliime of that virtuous passion , (which 
fee saw neither time, absence, nor, sufier*- 
ing had eittinguished,) by suggesting an 
expectation, or habituating Ellesif to talk 
with him of its object. 

Under this impression he abstained from 
misntioning Guevara ; but no conversation 
G6uld have made him more the subject of 
his daughter's thoughts. That power of 
;repl*e8sing recollections and wishes which 
seemed culpable in her to foster when ap- 
parently cut off from all knowledge of 
llieodore's fate, now gave way befot^ the 



88 THE R£CLUSE OF NORWAY. 

hope which the certainty of their yicihity to 
each other, suddenly excitedr 

If Theodore had really loved hery if her 
father had indeed been dear to iiim, might 
not her constancy and the Count's peni- 
tence overbalance the resentment that 
would oppose his seeking them again ? — 
Estiraatbg not only Theodore but herself 
too justly to imagine that her changed cir- 
cumstances would influence his conducts she 
yet believed, that if dependence on his fe« 
mily should' prevent him from asking a 
dearer sentiment, his friAidship alone^ would 
render her life happy. 

This altered state of mind produced a 
viable effect upon EUesifs mannen To 
her late mdancholy seriousness, and re- 
gular performance of numberless little 
duties she had created for herself, suc- 
ceeded a troubled, changeful appearance, 
passing suddenly froni occupation and gaiety 
to reverie and inaction : she sighed more 
frequently than ever, though her sighs h^d 
a diffeient character from those she heaved 
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when thinking of her buried lister and her 
father's cheerless destiny ; — they bres^hed 
the tumults of hope and fear. 

In both these feelings the Count silently 
shared : fear indeed was predominant ; he 
knew enough of the male Ijteart to be aware 
that its general character is not constancy ; 
that ** Love is, indeed, the history of 
woman, but an episode in the life of man;'' 
and he chid his own extravagant imagina- 
tion when . it presented Theodore still de- 
voted to Ellesif, after a long separation and 
a crowd of new interests* 

At this period Madame Ursinl received 
the letter she communicated to de Roye. 
Their mutual relationship to Ellesif demand- 
ed this act of confidence ; and although the 
Princess was already privately acquainted 
with far more than the Count confided, 
she affected the same ignorance on that 
subject which she bad hithei*to professed, . 
making the Chevalier imagine her as pain- 
fully ^surprized as himself. 

The Count ^ had acknowledged himself a 
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bani^ed, proscribed, atid despoiled man ; h# 
had not written one word in explanation or 
vindication, so that de Roye, in conjectur- 
iiig the cause of his ruin, could not help 
believing that his conduct had been faulty. 

It was after the perusal of this letter that 
the Chevalier had hastened to Theodore, 
fais heart full of Count Lauvenhetlm's dis- 
grace, and the death of the beautiful Anas* 
tasia ; and it was not till Theodore's loss 
of sense had convinced him that he thought 
^y of Ellesif, that De Roye saw the in« 
terpretation to whidi Mn Coperstad's men«^ 
tion of the young Countess's death was 
liable^ 
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CHAPTER III. 

/^ ASTON de Roye seized the mstant of 
rettirBfip]^ CDndousness to assure his 
firieiid that Eilestf ^^U lived, and that a$ 
Princess Ursilii talked of inviting the Count 
into Spaniy he would n^ost likely sobn see 
her^Lgaiii. 

Theodotre's transports at this unexpected 
infermacion were by degrees subdued by 
his shame, at thus discovering a tenacity of 
attachment to one, whom, by his own con^ 
f^ion, De Roye knew to be indifferent to 
his £site : he tried to convince both himself 
and his friend, that the shock of Count 
Lauvenheilm's fall, and the apprehension 
of some more dreadful catastrophe than loss 
of name and property, had caused his in-^ 
disposition. 

He was, indeed, sincerely grateful to 
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Providence for having spared Coynt Lau« 
venheilm's friends ^he anguish of seeing 
him expiate one rash act by a disgraceful 
death ; and though Theodore's heart melted 
with many a kind recollection of Anastasia, 
he deemed her lot enviable when compared 
with that of EUesiL 

Though all other sympathy might have 
been imaginary, surely they had sympa** 
thized in enthusiasm for the Count ! What» 
then, must be her grief, her shame I What 
the situation of her, whose days had till, now 
been spent iln the brightest sun-shine of ho- 
nour and prosperity ; —-who had lived upon 
her: father's smiles, her father's populariiyn 
her father's virtues ? 

Withering in seclusioh and disgrace, all 
her supposed sins against himself were for- 
gotten ; and Theodore's heart, now more 
devoted to her than ever, longed to spring 
to her feet, and implore permission to share 
her griefs* 

One sad instant dissolved this phantom.: 
•r-she did not love him ; and that convic- 
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uon formed the obstacle to re-union. Had 
he never written the letter she acknowledged 
with such marked disapprobation, he might 
have sought her again openly with love, or, 
bounding his hopes to friendship, have 
stifled every other expression ; but now it 
was impossible to do either, without woomg 
a degrading repulse! At least so he thought; 
for he could not guess the Count's altered 
opinions, and therefore he must conclude 
that his rejection would be coupled with that 
of his^daughter. 

At any rate, that Ellesif and her father 
lived, after all that he had feared, was a 
source of unfdgned gratitude to Theodore, 
who heard with pleasure that de Roje 
meant to write to his former playmate, and 
' mention Guevara as if by chance, without 
appearing awar? that any disagreement ex- 
, isted between the Count and him. 

On the reply to this observation Theo- 
dore secretly depended for a renewal of 
hope, or for the entire overthrow of that 
romantic fondness with which he still citing 
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to tbe remembrance of Eilesif ^s former shew 
of regard; and till then he must remain 
satisfied wkh the unexpected bHss of know« 
ing that she inhabited the country adjacent 
to the one be dwelt in. 

Neva: had fabled cordial a mwe aniniat- 
ing effect than this information ; and bad 
not the premature death of the beautiful 
Anastasia frequently crossed their earnest 
discourse, Theodore smd de Roye must 
have acknowledged that never had they 
spent so many delightful hours tog«tber. 
' The • liext day had been fixed on for 
Theodore to visit his aunt, and to dine with 
the Chevalier ; and having reminded each 
other of their engagements, the friends 
parted for the nigbt» ' 

When Theodore was left alone, he gave 
way to the powerful feelings his friend^s 
presence and his own habits iMid restrained 
within moderation, and a very few moments 
of ineverie served to brighten every object 
in.hiseyes. 

The world of w4iich he was of late 86 
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"weaaryj again promised happiness ; his 
jti8tly«-a€qttired rank and station seemed no 
longer wretched mockeries, but substantial 
blessings; and a thousand fantastic argu- 
ments arose to prove that Ellesif had not 
deceived, and would at last reward him* 

If her rejection of his parting present 
had been dictated by her father, or if it had 
been a voluntary act in consequence of her 
father's misrepresentations, future events 
might enlighten her on the truth, and re* 
store him to her heart : nay, the very events 
that were now passing might dispose the 
Count himself to reconciliation. 

Theodore's heart yearned with the belief 
that (he man he had once prized beyond all 
others, (but who now, alas! was sullied 
with a crime,) was bom for virtue; and 
though he had fallen from her presence^ 
that he was ordained to ^ind her again, even 
through the sorrowful patfa^ of humilisttioii 
and repentance. 

The consequences of soeb repentance 
were obvious : for as penkence is always 
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coupled, with the wish of reparation^ Theo- 
dore mi^ht fairly hope that Count Lauven« 
heilm would one day atone to him for 
past injustice by future confidence and 
esteem. 

Only one forbidding image frowned at 
the end of this bright p^spective, — the 
hnage of the Conde Roncevalles. fiut 
Theodore would not stop to consider the 
formidable obstacles his opposition. might 
conjure up ; resolved to see the good only 
that Heaven apparently promised, without 
allowing himself to be ^^ careful over- 
much'' of uncertain evils. ^ 

For the first time during many mqntfas 
he indulged himself in looking over the 
little memorials of Eliesif which he bad pre- 
served, even tvhile firmly ab$tainbg fron^ 
the aght of them. The flowers her hand 
had made, the knots of ribbon she had 
woni» the familiar notes her pen hid traced, 
all these contributed to heighten the de* 
Kghtfiil driirium of his thoughts : he pr^ss^ 
ed each cherished trifle to. bis heart, and to 
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hkb J^s, munmiring thanks ami blessings 
between each caress. 

He was disturbed In this fond folly by a 
messenger from de Roye, who had stopped 
at Corella^ and from thence sent a hasty 
Kllet to his friend. The note was written 
with an unsteady hand ; and on6 of the 
lines had evideijitly been blotted by a tear. 
It was no common pang that could wring a 
tear from the gay Chevalier. The note ran , 
thus : — 

** I have, found a letter here from £ng« 
land, which gives a sad change to all my 
^lans. My dear mother was seized with 
the palsy when my sister wrote ; perhaps at 
this very moment — — . At any rate I can- 
not exist without attempting to go to her. 
I stay m Gorella* to-night, for the purpose 
of interesting the Princess to solicit leave 
for me to go to England on my parole 5 and 
if I get a favourable answer to-morrow I 
shaU be oflf. Meet me then at our friend 

VOL. IV» F 
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Acunba's, to breakfast. God bless you, 
my dear Guevara. 

« De Roye.'* 

Nothing could be more unfortunate for 
Theodore's hope, of renewing bis former 
friendship with Count Lauvenheilm, than 
this necessity for de Roye's removal ; but 
he would not add to his friend's filial sor- 
row, by querulo^us complaints for his own 
disappointment. He .therefore met him the 
ensuing morning with thoughts wholly de- 
voted to his service ; and the permission de 
Roye solicited, being obtained by the inde- 
fatigably kind Priilcess Ursini, Theodore 
assisted in expediting his friend ; and finally 
exchanged a melancholy adieu, two hours 
after the passport arrived. 

Having seen the anxious son some way 
out of Corella, Guevara gave ^ short inter- 
val to the task oif collecting his scattered 
spirits, and proceeded, though several hours 
beyond his appointment, to visit the Mar- 
chioness Amazaga. 
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His dependance upon Donna Elvira's re« 
presentations of this near relatipn, was much 
shaken by subsequent observation of the 
exaggeration, nay absolute ^ falsehood, she 
never scrupled to make use of, when 
speaking of persons she disliked : indeed, 
it seemed as if in blackening the character 
of her aunt^ this ungrateful neice was offer- 
ing an excuse for the base readiness with 
which she had accepted the Conde's terms 
of living with him, upon condition ^he re<* 
nounced her mother's kindred. 

Donna Elvira was not, pf a temper to 
brook the sight of others enjoying what 
she could but imperfectly share ; she had 
therefore shut herself up from the world 
after her husband's deithf not because she 
mourned^ but because she could not vie in 
appearance with persons of her own rank. 
The instant therefore that an opportunity 
offered of obtaining power and wealth by 
the adoption of her grandfather, she suf« 
fered no consideration of gratitude to inteW 
(ere with her acceptance of his offers, but 
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at once renbuncing her aunt, spoke of the 
misery she endured under her roof, with a 
bitterness which was, in fact, due to her 
own disagreeable humours. 

With some suspicion of these truths, 
Theodore entered a small yet elegant house, 
and was led into the presence of his 
^unt. 

Her majestic figure wore at first an 
air of proud distance which chilled his ap- 
proach : but his own gentle and touching 
countenance, enforcing the amiable regret 
he expressed at the disunion, of their fami- 
lies, removed the cloud, and before the 
nephew and aunt had been half an hour 
togethei-, they felt as if they had known 
each other for years. 

The sensibility with which Theodore 
spoke of his parents was not to be suspected ; 
and the Marchioness, mixing her tears with 
his, went over the details of her sisterV 
life and death, with a tenderness which 
twenty years had not extinguished. 

She satisfied all those minute inquiries 
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vhich Donna Elvira had falsely declared 
$he was incapable of answering j and re- 
quiring no further proof of Theodore's 
identity than his voice, and his strong re<« 
semblance to Don Baltazar, she delivered 
into his hands the papers she had pro- 
mised. 

They consisted of an official notice of his 
birth and baptism at the Hav^nnah; and 
several letters which she had received from 
various persons abroad, to whom sHe had 
written for particulars pF her unfortunate 
relations, when the rumour of their fate 
first reached Spain. 

These letters exactly tallied wkh the facts 
n^ientioned by Dofrestom, such as the names 
of the vessels and their captains, with wjiich 
the parents of Theodore had sailed from 
Cuba and Madeira, 

Lastly, she . informed him, that the Spa<» 
lush woman who had nursed him, and 
had remained with Donna Aurelia till her 
departure from the Havannah, having 
buried her husband in the New World, wa$ 

» 3 
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returned to her native country^ and now 
resident with the Marchioness as a coniiden- 
tial servant* 

' ^ ** Ever since we came hither," said that 
Lady, " I can assure you Sancha has been 
Vainly trying to get a sight of you in the 
streets of Corella ; for she loved you dearly 
in your infancy, and fiincies you must still 
be like what you were then. We will have 
her in.*' 

Such a summons was scarcely necessary, 
for the affectionate creature had already 
been loitering in the anti-chamber hopmg to 
be called. 

Neither awe of high rank nor habitual 
decorum restrained her feelings ; and after 
the first long wistful gaze at Theodore, the 
instant he smiled she threw herself on 
his neck, exclaiming, ^Mt is •— « it is my 
child." 

In great confu^on the poor Sancha re- 
collected herself, and removing her arms^ ' 
prayed his pardon for the freedom. Theo- 
dore's moistened eyes and tender gradous* 
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ness dissipated her fears ; he returned her 
embrace, assuring her of his gratitude and 
his protection, whenever he should have it 
ill his power to evince the one by giving her 
the other. 

The Marchioness's eyes were fixed upon 
him with an expression of approbation that 
he could not misunderstand. Sancha in- 
voked blessings upon his head ; eagerly 
putting aside his hair to study his features 
more perfectly j at every fresh survey de- 
claring her conviction that he was her own 
dear nursling; and protesting that she 
could new swear to him with a safe con- 
science before any tribunal in the world. 

The personal admiration Sancha mixed 
with this recognition, brought a painful 
glow repeatedly into the cheek of Theodore, 
who, though distressed and confused, 
would not hurt his happy nurse by rebuk- 
ing her into silence. His aunt saw his 
modest uneasiness, and kindly dismissed 
Sancha« Theodore led her to the door5 

T 4 
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and -with the parting preitbre of bis hand 
left a purse of ducats in her's. 
' Having never yet been able to learn why 
his father quitted Spain, when the posses*, 
sion of the Aragonese estate made it impo^* 
sible for the Conde to trouble hia pecuniary 
resources, Theodore asked the question of 
his aunt ; she thus frankly explained it. 

After Donna Aurelia^s marriage, nearly 
all the Guevaras made it their bu^ess to 
insult her whenever she appeared} aad 
$ome of them absolutely . bribed a priest to 
alarm her with doubts of her salvation, on 
account of her having been induced to 
abandon her original destination for the 
veil. Her mind became so troubled in con- 
sequence, that don Baltazar, seeing their 
cruel design, resolved to quit his country, 
and remain absent till his father should con* 
sent to receive and protect her. 

In the hope of facilitating this event, 
Baltazar prevailed on Donna Aurelia to 
leave their first-born child under her sistar's 
care, who was to endeavour to awaken the 
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gran4£E^ther's tenderness by thro\ving the 
pretty iqnocent in his way. 

The '.scheme proved abortive; land the 
climate of the Havaimafa disagreeing wil^^ 
Donna Aurelia, her husk^iid was bringing; 
her back to seek health, and perhaps t;^ 
&[\d peace also^ in their native CQiintry, 
(as it was now. his de^gn to reside in com- 
plete retirement upon hia estate in Arragon^ 
when they both perished by shipwreck. 

The Marchioness briefly detailed these 
facts without comment: but h€r counte- 
nance expressed the indignatipn of a lofty 
mind, at the contumely with which her sister 
had been treated. 

She then told Theodore that if he would 
accompany her into the. garden, she would 
introduce him to.h^r unmarri/e^ daughters; 
in the eldest of whom he would sige the 
living resemblance of his . mother ; -— * he 
bowed, and followed the Marchioness. - 

As, he entered between two fragrant walk 
' of lemojn tr^es, he saw the sisters advanc- 
fPSi ^^^y ^'^^^ veiled; but upon their 
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mother calling for Isabella, the / eldest ad- 
vanced, putting aside the gauze that con- 
cealed her. Theodore then beheld a hce 
that repiinded him at the same instant of 
l}k mother^s portrait and Raphael's Ma- 
donnas. - 

The fall, modest eye, the dropping eye- 
lid, the broad, serene forehead, and parted 
hair; even the veil itself, added to the 
likeness. He kissed his fair relative's hand 
ynth as much respect as ][>leasure, and turn- 
ed to welcome his other coiisin. 

The bright suffudon of his countenance, 
as he hastily caught Donna Olivia's hand, 
and as hastily dropt it, was misttaken both 
by the mother and daughter. They fancied 
it expressed the surprize of extreme admi- 
ration. In reality be saw a smile, and heard 
a voice which recalled EUesif 's. 

Donna Olivia had no other resembTance ; 
for her features were more regular, her 
eyes piercing black, and her figure shorter 
and fuller: but the smile and the voice 
.united, obliterated every dissimilarity whife 
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they bsted ; and when they ceased^ Theo-^ 
dore watched with a throbbing heart for 
their re-appearance. 

He was now less inclmed than ever to 
pul an end to his visits The Marchioness 
walked him over her garden and her fields^ 
conversing on a variety of pleasing subject^ 
while her eldest daughter scarcely ventured 
to speak before bar new relation ; and the 
youngest) though occasionally uttering a 
fively sally that marked her original cha« 
racter^ appeared frequently bst in some 
distressing train of thought. 

Theodore^s mind no longer foHowed his 
words i for while he replied to his aunv 
his eyes wandered towards Olivia, in search 
of that lovely smile,^ which seemed to re* 
store the lovelier Ellesif, 

Ac Ae gate bounding die garden he saw 
his muleS) and feeling it was now time to 
^ke lieave, he made a pause. ^ I must 
ga noW)^. I fear," he said,, hesitating, and 
looking with involuntary regret towards 
Donna Olivia;^ ^^ if I dared ask permission: 
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to retdrn, I should go widi less concern ; 

but I fear— indeed I know ." 

*^ I will spare you the pain of saying 
what has been cominanded you,'' inter- 
rupted the Marchioness^ seeing his distress^ 
and cordhlly pressing his hand ; ^^ you are 
£3rbidden to come tous again 1 As I know 
lihe Conde, I am not surprized at this. I 
regret it, my dear nephew, more than I can 
expreiss ; but you have no alternative ; you 
have no foregone obligation to me to plead : 
pardon me for feeling a little resentment at 
Donna Elvira/* 

Theodore kissed her hand again without 
speaking. ^' I am tinder infinite obligations 
to -you now/' he said, when he could collect 
voice enough to speak audibly ; ^^ and I 
blush at my state of vassalage. Could I 
have foreseen all to which I must submit, 
and all that I have to sttrrender, I do assure 
-you, it would have deterred me from seek* 
ing niy rights, at least in the way I have 
done,** 

^ Well! well!'* cried ihe Marchioness, 
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*' when you are your own maoter^ I shall 
expBct to see you again ; and till then, I , 
hope if we meet by chance in society, or in 
the public walks, it will not quite ruin you 
to ask me how I am.'' 

Theodore assured her, that he would 
nev^r relinquish the right to shew her this 
public duty ; and casting an agitated glance 
at Olivia, after one of more temperate ex- 
pression to her sistqr, he bade his amiable 
kinswomen adieu. 

Some days after this visit, Theodora 
was summoned by Princess IJrsini. It ha4 
been arranged by the King and Queen that 
they should enter ^s if by accident, while 
the young Guevara was with her, as they 
were curious tp put a few questions to one 
whose romantic story had int^erested the 
whole court. 

Theodore acquitted himself in this inter- 
view with so much modest dignity and noble 
prop;riety, that each of the royal person- 
2geSf accustomed to consider these qualities 
as the peculiar growth of courts, and falsely 
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estimating tjxe mental possessions of inferior 
orders, considered the person before fhera 
as a living miracle* 

Princess Ursini was flattered by the 
marked deference of so fine a young man ; 
fdr her relationship to EUesif made Theo'^, 
dore pecufiarly assiduous to pTease her;, 
while he was littFe less charmed with the in^- 
telligent Queen, and pleased with' the King; 

After the departure of the royal pair, fain 
would he have asked some, questions about 
Count Liuvenheilht } but Madame Ursini- 
aflfbrded no opening for the enquiry. She 
had originally heard from de Roye, that 
the Count and his proUgS had ceased' all' in- 
tercout^e, and she was too welUbred to in- 
trude a name which she naturally concluded 
could not be pleasant to her auditor. 

Theodore therefore wished and waited in 
vain ^ and departed, after a long audience^, 
to prepare for his journey to Madrid.. 

He lefit the Mirador with regret j for he 
had tasted quiet there, and revived to hope, 
after his grandfather's and sister's departure*. 
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As.he drove through the streets of Co* 
i^ella, he caught a glimpse of his aunt and 
cousins alighting from their carriage at the 
gate of a convent. He called upon his coach- 
man to stop, and springing -towards them, 
was in time to hand his kinswomen from 
their coach into the court of the building. 

The pleasure of this unexpected meeting, 
the delight of once more looking on Donna 
Olivia, and the eventful occasion of his 
jour&ey, changed his usually pensite man* 
ner into one more flattering and animated. 
Donna Olivia herself^ at this interview, ap- 
peared to take a warmer interest in his situa- 
tbn ; and her earnest wishes for his success 
were repeated more than once during the 
f<?w itiinutes they stood grouped together in 
the cloisters of the court. 

Having received from the Marchioness 
the promise of sending Sancha to Madrid 
whenever her testimony should be wanted, 
Theodore renewed his farewells, and re« 
sumed his journey.. 
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As he pursued his solitary way^ his 
thoughts returned, not to the brilliant face 
whose smiles he had been gathering with 
such covetous care, but to her, those smiles 
recalled ; and alternate transport and - ap« 
prehension possessed him, while imagining 
the probable result of Princess Ursini's in- 
tended invitation. 

So much depended now upon the final 
settlei^ient of his claims on the Roncevalles^ 
succession, that Theodore began to feel re* 
newed anxiety on that subject. If he should 
succeed, what might he npt hope ? — if fail, 
his disappointment would be the keener, 
from the present hope of again approachmg 
EUesif with the power of offering her wealth 
and honours. But hope conquered f^r, 
and he \yent forward with cheerful presen- 
timents. 

On Theodore*^ arrival in the capital, he 
found the Cause already in a state of for- 
^w^rdn^ss, ^md a number of testimonies col* 
lected, of which he could not have formed 
an idea. He was further pleased to hear 
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that the Cande had really acted upan the 
hint he had given, and had invited a re- 
newal of Don Pedro Ronquilio's attritions 
to Donna i^llvira. 

The fortune it was understood the Cond€ 
meant to bestow upon his grand-daughter^ 
tempted this. profuse, vain young man, far 
Qiore than her handsome person ; and the 
generous declarations of Theodore in her 
favour convinced the Ronquillo family that, 
after the Conde's death, her brother would 
make some noble addition to &er dowry. 

Under these impressions Don Pedro made 
his formal proposal, was accepted, and the 
Quptial day fixed. 

It would not be just to attribute all Theo- 
dore's generosity and eagerness to the mere 
desu'e of securing a proper establishment 
for his sister. That had its share ; but the 
hope of removing himself by this means 
from the necessity of making her the mis- 
tress of his house after the Conde's death, 
and the wish of striking her out of his do- 
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mestic circle during his grandfather's life, 
were his prevailing motives. 

Never had he felt such complete aliena- 
tion toF heart from any person as he did 
from his sisten In proportion as he had 
wished to love her, in proportion as he had 
fondly deemed it impossible to do otherwise 
(before experience had sh^wn him her un- 
worthiness), his disappointment was insup- 
portable, and his perception of her hard, 
unsympathizing nature, was keen and dis- 
tressing. 

His temper, which had hitherto stood 
every assault of violence and injustice in his 
early tutor, was sometimes severely tried 
by the deriding bitterness with which she 
spoke of every thing he took a deep interest 
in ; and her eternal caprice fairly wearied 
out his once-invincible patience* 

How many times in each day did she* not 
force him to recall a laughing remark of 
Gaston de Roye's, who said to liim, after 
witnessing a thousand changes in some plan 
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of hers, where no one cared to interfere, 
^* I see now, that contradiction must be 
wholesome for human nature; for your 
sister proves it is one of our instincts to 
apply the medicine to ourselves, when no- 
body else will take the trouble to do it for 
us/' 

At length, however, the hour arrived in 
which Donna Elvira was to be transplanted 
into Another family ; and while her nuptials 
were celebraited with a sober sort of pomp, 
better suited to a funeral than a marriage, 
the eventful process proceeded. 

Undoubtedly the favour of the monarch, 
the conisideration due to the Conde Ronce* 
valles* rank and services, and the generous 
plainness with which the Marquis Monta- 
nejos professed bis belief of his rival's rights, 
while he diemanded their fair investigation, 
had a powerful effect in expediting the busi- 
nes8 of the Court. 

Princess Ursini gave her testimony to the 
official signature of Count Lauvenheilm af* 
fixed to the depositions of Dofrestom and 
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Carl i various persons from Cuba appeared 
to add their voice to that of the womaa who 
bad nursed Theodore^ and who now ear-* 
nestly protested her belief that the person 
she then beheld under the (i^Q^e of Don 
Theodore Guevara, was the identical child 
she had nourished at her breast. 

After the scrutiny of a few weeks,, the 
witnesses were dismissed, and Theodore wa$ 
pronounced the legal heir to the (Hie and 
^t^tes of his grandfather. 

No sooner was this decision pronouficed, 
than the Conde, till now so ardent ip the 
suit, gave signs of secret dissatisfaptba.^— • 
He knew his grandson's opinions and fee|r 
ings were on many subjects ve^ry different: 
from his own, and be feared that the pos- 
session of one i^ne estate, an4 the security 
of succeeding to two others, would em* 
bolden him to spuin the curb which ha4 
hitherto controuled his inclinations. 

But Roacevalles'knfe^not the nature he 
meanly suspected. Theodore became more 
patient and «elf-denying thap ever. The 
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consciousness of posses^ng power was al- 
ways an argument with him against its li- 
beral use ; and as he could no longer be 
suspected either by others, or by himself, of 
interested motives, when yielding to the 
commands or prejudices of his grandfather, 
he sacrificed ftiany more desires, and stifled 
many moi^e feelings, than he had done when 
his future fate depended on the Conde's 
nod. 

It amazed him to look round, and see 
how quietly others gave up their best prin* 
ciples when under the controul of a supe- 
rior ; yet how tenaciously they adhered to 
the veriest trifles, when no longer in a con- 
dition to have their will disputed. -The 
exact reverse of this conduct secured to him" 
the secret of happiness and duty; for he 
abhorred unsocial obsrinacy, ^s much as he 
despised time-serving submission. 

That free service of the heart, which an 
affectionate son pays to a father, alike in 
poverty as in .power, was in 1'heodore's 
tistimation a sacred and ennobling tribute ; 
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but his best feelings were shocked when he 
saw tyranny extort, and self-interest yield 
it; he justly believed, that even ' parental 
authority has its limits ; and that in obeying 
the commands of an earthly father, we must 
never leave undone what our heavenly pa* 
rent has commanded. 

He had often been surprised, during his 
residence with Count Lauvenheilm^ to ob- 
serve the indifference with which a number 
of young men endured a life of entire de- 
pendence. Proud of being well bom and 
nobly connected, tliey spurned the idea of 
a profession, contait to pass through life 
without the power of doing a single service 
to their fellow»creatures, and perpetually the 
subjects of contempt and mortification. 

In Spain these unfortunate members of 
great families found refuge in reUgious 
establishments : such of the younger sons 
as did not enter the army embraced the 
monastic profession^ leaving only the pre** 
sumptive heirs to watch and^ wait the will of 
him to whom they were to succeed, but 

8 * * 
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vho had till then the power of influencing 
their conduct. 

In the largest proportion of these heirs, - 
Theodore was frequently led to remark how 
much a habit of dependence lowers the 
pitch of ordinary souls ; and he could not 
forbear conjecturing, therefore, that the 
greater quantity of virtue in the middle 
classes of society, which is generally attri- 
buted to their temptations being fewer than 
in those of the higher and lower orders, 
might rather be attributed to the middle 
class's greater degree of independence. 
Dependence, like slavery (and they are 
near of kin), debases the heart and eaer>. 
vates the mind. The labouring ppor in 
large communities, let them labour how they 
will, are still in some measure dependent ; 
and thrjee-fourths of the persons born in the 
regions of wealth and rank are completely 
so. None in this class, but the actual pos- 
sessors of title and fortune, even pretend to 
independence ; the rest, being their/ imme- 
diate heirs, or the younger branches of their 
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^onilies, look tip to the heads of their 
houses for the means of life, or habituate 
themselves to Solicit pensions and places 
from men in power. 

While persons of the intermediate station, 
such as the possessors of moderate compe- 
tencies, or the professors of liberal arts, are 
at an early age emancipated from every 
bond, except the ties of duty and of nature, 
learning to provide for their own wants, 
and to believe themselves degraded, v^hcn 
they submit to frequent obligation. 

That person whose best impulses are 
checked by the dread of dtsplea^g another^ 
can with difficulty attain to any eminence of 
virtue, Happy he, who can dare all dis- 
pleasure, save that of his heavenly parent! — 
and still happier, still nobler he, that, en- 
tangled by self-interest, fear of local cen- 
sure, and the certainty of domestic discord, 
bursts through them all, at the call of Ood 

aad his conscience ! 

• • 

The Conde's surprize at Theodore^s per- 
severing gentkEess^, waaat first moderated. 
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bj a suspicion that there wskssomethmg d^ 
ceitful in it. At length, its contmaance axid 
€onsistenc]r convinced him that he suspected 
vithoiit reason ; and eVen his strrdgant sout 
ym& touched by this conviction. 

He gave a suite of magnificent entertain*' 
ments in hmor of his graiid-^d^ughter^s 
nuptials, and his grandson's triumph; 
andf among the firsi Who app^red there^ 
\ras the Marqui$s Montenejos. 

Theodore cMmed hi6 regard, with much 
sensibility, and frequehtly foUlid in his so- 
ciety a solace for the Idss of De Roye. 

Madrid was at that time full of the Spanish 
nobility j Theodore was invited to all their 
houses. His story interested them, his 
success warranted thdr attentions, and his 
noble appearance gratified their. esprit de 
corps. 

Amongst the wider circle in which he 
now moved, he saw many striking proofs 
of his having hastily misjudged 'Spain, in 
imagining that the* greater number of her 
sons were illiterate and prejudiced, and 

voi^.iv* a 
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most of her daughters vain and insigmficant. 
Such as had travelled, brought iaformation 
and enlarged views into society ; and some 
who had not, with naturally observing 
minds, displayed^all that loftinefs of honour 
which commands-respect, even when carried 
to the extremes of romantic punctillio* 

More satisfied with his compatriots, (per- 
haps because he better understood them,) 
and glowing with the expectation of hearing 
that Ellesif was in Spain, Theodore shared 
in the formal entertainments given by his 
grandfather with an animaticm he had long 
ceased to feeh 

The seemingly-frivolous accomplishments 
upon which alone his grand&ther would 
allow him to spend his time, now had thdr 
field of display, and their recompence. It 
is true, he cared not for the admiration that 
followed them ; but he was pleased to iind 
himself at ease in every thing, and upon 
every occasion* 

While he courteously joined in the danicea 
and concerts of the SpanUh ladies, (for he 

16 
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had made himself master of their easy na« 
tional instrument,) he thought only of the 
prpbable time in which he might practise 
these lighter graces in the same circle with 
ber who was again the sole object of hit 
thoughts; unconscious that many an eye 
levelled its bright artillery at his heart, and 
that many a sigh followed the parting steps 
of his graceful figure. 

The glow of expectation in which Theo- 
dore had been living for the last two months, 
gradually died away. He questioned every 
one who came from Corella, of the Princess 
Ursini, still hearing that she had no visitors, 
and that no strangers of note had appeared 
in jhe town. It was too probable, therefore, 
that the invitatbn had been giv6n, and been 
refused4 

The Xing himself now came for a short 
time to his capital : Theodore was publicly 
presented by his grandfather, and graciously 
complimented by his sacred majesty. 

Soon after this presentation, the monarch 
returned to his declining queen at Corellai, 

• a 
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and Madrid was speedily deserted by sdl but 
tbose whom business or necessity detained 
within its walls. 

The Cond^ Ronceralles was amongst the 
few immured by duty. The business of 
the Despacho had accumulated, and fallen 
into .great confiasion during the vicissitudes 
of the last campaign, atod its members there* 
fore were urged td vigorous perseverance in 
their labours. 

Though left alone, in consequence of 
Donna £lvira^s marriage, he chose to re- 
main in Mseidrid till his colleagues should 
leave it; resolving meanwhile to send 
Theodore into Arragon, to shew himself to 
his tenants. 

No sooner bad the cause been finished, 
which put Theodore in possession of this 
estate, than th^ Cond^ apprehended his 
grandson would, without ceremony, throw 
off the restraint of his presence, by forming 
a separate establishment. 

When, on the contrary, he saw Theo- 
dore remaining under- his authority, and 

IS 



THE ^CLUSB OF NORVVAY. 135 

rather augmenting than dimmi^ng in re- 
spect and obedience, he wa8 ^uck vith 
something like shame, .and suddenly ^g* 
gested die propriety of his heir ^i^hing What 
was now his own estate ; but at the same 
time he gave him to understand, ihut he 
should be surprised if he thought of 4oing 
more diaa occasionaUy seeing it during his, 
the Ck)nde's, life. 

Theodore had now little choice of resi- 
dence^ and obeyed the aommand# 

The airiv^l of Count Xauwnheihn and 
hk daughter appeared so doubtful^ and his 
means of hearing when they did come so 
limited^ that in Arragon be. was as likely to 
meet them as in Castile. 

EUving lost De Roye, he had lopt the only 
person that knew the secret of his h^art, and 
jjBiiQ^ divii^ng it$ wishes, woQld endeavour 
to &»ti$fy jdiem. Tb,^ Chevalier had been 
too mwh ,e»gro»^ by ^n^^iety to reach 
England time enough to see his dying 
mother^ fpr him to recollect, or Theodore 
to remind l^irn^ of his intention to w^t^ to 

03. 
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£llesi£ He could not, therefore, learn any 
thing, even by the circuitous channel of 
this faithful friend. 

' One letter only had come from De Roye 
since his departure* It was written from 
the English port where he had just landed, 
and contained merely a few lines to say he 
was safe across the sea^ after a tedious 
voyage. 

No sooner was Theodore assured of an. 
income completely his own, than he hastened 
to offer a home to his nurse } but Sancha 
could not be prevailed upon to leave the 
Marchioness Amezaga* * The good old 
woman was, however, obliged to accept a 
pension from her foster-child, who charged 
her with many kind thessages to his aunt 
and cousins, before he quitted Madrid. 

Theodore's next step was to write to his 
faithful friends at Aardal, informing them 
of his success, and beseeching them to lose 
no time in bringing Heinreich to Spaun. 
He dwelt on the advantages of such a 
dimate in disorders like his, described his 



THE RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 1^7 

ovrn prosperous situation, besought Do- 
frestom to come and take the management 
of his concerns, assuring him that his hap« 
piness would be incomplete, without the 
benefactors of his youth were near to 
share it. 

Having distinctly stated the manner in 
which they might reach him with the least 
difficulty, and provided for the expences of 
their removal, he once more prayed them 
to grant his suit, whatever might be their 
state,' when that letter should reach them. 

He justly feared that Heinreich indeed no 
longer lived, to profit by the comforts he 
could now insure to him } yet that fear 
made him doubly anxious to remove his aged 
friends from the scene of their affliction* ^ 

Having bade . adieu to his grandfather, 
and to his sister, previous to the departure 
of the latter for her husband's country refi- 
dence, Theodore set off to take pofleffion 
of the inheritance which had. belonged to 
his father. 

He found an antique house of extraor- 

o 4 
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dinary ^chitecture ; for it was built of dark 
marble, in a circular form, with open gal^ 
leries surrounding it at every, stage from the 
ba^e to the flatted roof. The place had 
once belonged to the knights templars, and 
the sculptured walls still bore memorials 
of their vanished order. 

Its situation was wildly romantic ; stand- 
ing alpnie amongst th^ lower range of 
mountains, which connect the higher Pyre-^ 
jiees with the lowlands of Arragon* . 

Theodore was ^ first nearly stunned with 
the noise of innvmEiejable water-jBciUs, pouring 
from the steep sides of the Marbore. Their 
thundering sound was heightened by the 
profound stillness pf every other object. 

Amidst interminable woods, blocks of 
rocjc, fathomless abysses, and foaming 
gulphs, the gayest object visible was the 
gjr^n and almost inaccessible pastures of 
th^ M^lhada de Serrades. 

But the Torrd de la Marbore (so the house 
was called) wanted not cheerful beauties of 
its OWB. The taste of Don BaUfaazar had 
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left thare ^ery thing tha^ could coatributQ 
16 mtellectiis^l pleasure, A. select library, 
iastruments of music, maps, and astrono- 
mic^ apparatus, shewed that he had been 
habituated to seek sublime emotions amidst 
the solitary grandeur of this residence ; and 
its admirably-disposed gardens, prov^ his 
relish for the beautiful and the delicate. 

Bowers of yellow roses, oleander, and 
phylirea ; thickets of Indian fig, bay, and 
myrtle, were illuminated by the blazing 
huts of the holme oak, and the fruit of the 

r 

service-tree. 

' " ■ 1 

All the paths were scattered with that 
profusion of heaths and alpine flowers with 
which nature deicks the mountains of the 
south J and from a little hermitage entirely 
covered with ivy, whose §ingle casement 
overlooked a shaft between walls of rock, 
the eye looked dpwn on the* house and its 
h^ging gardens. 

Theodore examined the residence, and 
wandered over the wide domain, with an 
interest far superior to that which arises from 

© 5 
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the consideration of possessioo. He looked 
at them as telics of his parents ; and some-* 
times, as he paused to imagine what had 
been their usual occupations in different 
apartments, he sighed to think, that unless 
Ellesif were hereafter to share it with him, 
the Torre de la Marbore would never know 
another mistress. 

The few domestics remaining in the place, 
had served Don Jasper j and not one who 
had been there in his father's time, was left 
to tell him the local hiistory of his home. 

Froni observing the appearance of his 
estate, he proceeded to learn the plan of its 
management, to visit the tenants^ enquire 
into their circumstances, their wants, their 
character j and to discover the best method 
of improvmg their condition, with that of 
the estate* 

This investigation naturally {Produced 
much trcMjble. He had so many jarring 
interests to unite, and so many tissues of 
falshood to unravel, that he soon found the 
weight of his charge. 
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To the man who believes himself partly re- 
sponsible for the welfare and good morals of 
all that depend on him, an extent of power is 
but an increase of anxiety ; and Theodore 
had, in addition to the usual disagreeables 
of reform, the difficult one of surmounting 
inveterate prejudices ! 

He was, however, not disheartened. His 
gentle manners, nay his very appearance, 
(for the lower orders are greatly influenced 
by a fine person), assisted in reconciling his 
servants and his peasantry to the changes he 
introduced into their management ; and the 
dncere promise he made of passing part of 
every year at the T6rre, completed the con- 
quest of their good-will. 

Had no anxiety agitated him, he could 
have enjoyed a tranquil, or soothed a me- 
lancholy state of mind, by a protracted 
residence where he then was ; but the rest- 
lessness of hope and fear, and the chance of 
learning more of Count Lauvenheilm in a 
busier scene, made him earnest to depart ; 
and having learned from his grandfather the 

G 6 
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time he should be at the Mirador> he set out 
to join him, without waiting for a sum* 
tnons« 

Instead of returning through Arragon, 
he entered France by the pass of Gabamie, 
believing that he took the sweep of the 
French Pyrenees, solely for the purpose of 
collecting the various plants that abound 
there, for his friend Mn Coperstad's he]M>aU 
but in reality he was led to make this ex- 
cursion, in the hope that fortune might cast 
him in the way of Ellesif, should she be 
indeed entering Spain ; and had he dared to 
abandon his grandfather for so long a pe- 
riod, he would have been tempted to extend 
his journey evexi into Anjou. 

The very morning he set out, amofigst 
other letters, he received one from De Roye, 
and another from Dofrestom. 

The first informed him that the Countess 
de Marton yet lived, though her dissolution 
had been daily expected for several months ; 
the last brought the mournful news of 
Heinreich's death. 
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The fond remetnbraoce of boyhood, 
deepened Theodore's regret for the un- 
timely fate of his early companion i and he 
sorrowed for that affectionate parent, whose 
heart had of late been more than ever ten- 
derly attached to his son. 

Dofrestom had written immediately after 
the sad event ; so that he spoke only of his 
loss, and the mterestiog child Heinreich 
had left, without adverting to the original 
plan of their removal to Spain. 

Theodore hoped that the persuasions last 
written would renew that plan, md induce 
this honoured friend to seek consolation 
with him. 

This event, and Gaston de Roye's dis- 
mal letter, (for by his mother's sick bed 
his Bvely sporits were utterly., quenched,) 
threw a deep sadness over the mind of Theo- 
dore. His mind was already weakened by 
*^ the sickness of hope deferred ;** and he 
begai^ to think that the gleam of light, 
which intelligence of EUesif had thrown 
upon his prospects, had appeared only to 
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leave his situation in more gloomy dark- 
ness. 

With languid feelings did he, now enter 
upon his short tour : but the stupendous 
objects which rose around him, by degrees 
arrested and absorbed his admiration. 

Every faculty of his soul was called into 
action by the magnificent vorks of an al- 
mighty hand ; and though such scenery 
was familisEr to him, he never ceased to feel 
Its elevating and powerful effect. 

The character of man seems formed to 
aggrandize with the scale of surrounding 
nature. The very sight of sublime objects 
must engender and perpetuate virtue : en- 
vironed by the grand and the beautiful pf 
inanimate nature, what soul can endure to 
look inwards, and behold there deformity 
and baseness ? 



( ^35 ) 



CHAPTER IV. 



XTAINLY did Theodore exteiid his tour 
as far as Pau, believing he penetrated 
so deep into France, merely to visit the 
birth place of the David of modem times, 
the amiable, good, yet imperfect Henry IV. 

He enquired every where for the tra- 
vjdilers, but^ none such had passed ; and 
relinquishing the .expectation with a sinking 
heart, he returned, without an eye for its 
beaujties, "along the romantic course of the 
Adour, into Biscay, and thence towards 
Navarre^ 

The tinkling of guittars, and the jingle 
x)f mule bells, soon told him he was again 
in Spain. On reaching the Mirador he 
found his grandfather already there, sur- 
prized at his appearance, but pleased with 
the short stay be had made in Arragon. 
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Theodore's first visit was to the Camerera 
Major, with whom he spent two hours in a 
desultory conversation, which he tried in 
vain to lead to the mention of Count Lau* 
venheilm. The Princess spoke of Gaston 
de Roye, and discussed Theodore's present 
brilliant situation, while she delicately for- 
bore to hint even, at the past of his life, 
conceiving him unwilling to have the days 
of his dependence and poverty remembered 
by the witnesses of his present splendor. 

Animated with the desire of obtaining the 
information he sought, by disarming the 
caution of Pri^cess Ursini, his manner 
gradually lost its usual pensive resierve, 
giving place to that earnest glow, and that 
speculative excursiveness, which he rarely 
displayed except in private, with chosen 
friends. 

Madame Ursini looked upon his kindling 
countenance, while listening to his conver- 
sation, with pleased surprize. In their first 
mterview she had thought him interesting ; 
but she now felt that he could be at onct 
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interesting, animadng, amusing, and in- 
structive. * ^ . 

Her own acute and elegant mind w .s 
called into livelier action, by the range of ' 
his ; and when a summons from the Queen 
forced her to break up their conference, 
€he smilingly assured him, that since cros^ 
ing the Pyrenees, she had never till now 
been beguiled into a belief that she still 
breathed the intellectual and delight-inspir- 
ing atmosphere of French society. 

He bowed and blushed at the compli- 
ment; smothering a sigh as he returned 
changed and disappointed of the sole 
object he had sought in this interview. 

By the time Theodore was again domes- 
ticated with hrs grandfather, the temporary 
good-humour bf the latter vanished; and 
his former patience-myving round of inquiry 
into his grandson's opinions, and unquali- 
fied denunciation of them all, occupied . 
6very moment they passed \ogether. 

After each conversation, Theodore re- 
viled his own folly for not having foreseen 
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that such and such answers, or such and 
such cOTumunications, must of necessity 
lead to strife : his grandfather's views were 
so narrow, his opinions so illiberal, and his 
principle^ so worldly, that Theodore saw it 
w^s impossible for them to pass a single 
evening in harmony together, unless they 
previously agreed to pass it in complete 
silence. 

The improvements he projected^ on his 
estate, frotn being at first told, merely to 
say something, grew into a serious subject 
of controversy; the Conde claiming the 
right of urging his grandson to perpetuate 
pernicious customs, because they had been 
the customs of his ancestors, and that a 
spirit of innovation was ever the proof of a 
vulgar and upstart mind. But this was not 
th« only subject of distention.— -Passionately 
as he loved peace,, much of his private 
wishes and hopes as he was ever inclined to 
sacrifice for its attainment, Theodore could 
never stand tamely by and witness injustice 
or oppressions } he was therefore frequently 
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led to intercede with his grandfather for his 
servants, and to explain for his dependents ; 
but constantly disappointed, constantly 
taught how useless is such interference, 
yet as firmly convinced that doty commands 
us to enter our protest against every species 
of tyranny, he could not refrain from at- 
tempting a struggle, though certain of being 
wounded and vanquished in the conflict* 

Religious prejudices had their full share 
in the domestic jars between the Clondd and 
his grandson^ for though each professed the 
same faith, no two individuals could differ 
more in their conduct towards the pro- 
fessors of other creeds. Theodore's libera- 
Kty and humanity were equally shocked 
by the persecuting spirit with which his 
grandfather pursued every character that 
was marked by indulgence to what was 
deemed heretical notions ; and the horror 
with which the former expressed himself * 
when speaking of theinquidtion, sometimes 
rous^ the Cond6 into such zealous rage as 
to declare that if it were not for sullying 



>is. 
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their illustrious house, he would be tempted 
to deliver his very grandson up to its ven- 
geance. 

Theodore might perhaps have considered 
this intemperate anger with nxore pity than 
displeasure, had it been solely confined to 
subjects of vital importance; but his dis- 
gust' rose to indignation, when he found 
his grandfather equally violent in matters 
of no consequence. 

His grandson could not bestow a present^ 
or grant a request, or piake an exertion for 
another, without being, tidken to task for 
his profusion, his vulgar accessibility, or ht$ 
indiscreet folly : his zeal to serve, appeared 
impertinent ; his desire to evince gra^ude^ 
contemptible; and his habit of obliging^ 
slavish. 

With amazement, he saw that wfiat he 
believed the ineffaceable instruction of nar 
ture, that which she has written in every 
human heart, that man is bom for socMd 
duties, was ^bspl^tely ^nkaowQ fP ^ 
Condc. 
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Theodore was therefore driven to shut 
himself up, in a cheerless silence, equally 
destructive of domestic comfort as of do- 
mestic ease; and whenever circumstances 
forced his conduct or his opinions into the 
light, he sought to maintain them rather by 
continued action, than by unavailing argu« 
ment. 

Cherishing the hope of soon welcoming 
the friends of his childhood, he busied him-^ 
self in preparing for their comfortable esta- 
bHshment. ' It was his intention to settle 
them upon his estate in Aragon ; and with ~ 
that view, while Theodore resided at the 
T6rre, h« had altered and added to a small 
lodge, Dt>n Jasper had used for a banquet- \ 
ting house, and which lay in a vale beneath 
the larger edifice. 

With grateful pleasure, Theodore had 
superintended the , alterations, and directed 
the labourers who cleared the encumbered 

> 

gardens, and new*dre^ed the little vine- 
yard ; and he now pleased himself with 
drdering various articles of furniture, which 
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Dofrestom and Catherine we^e habituated to 
use, but which, were rarely seen amongst 
tbe Spanish peasantry. 

It grieved him that dutiful attendance 
upon the infirm age of the Gonde, mu^ 
estrange him so much from the abode of 
these venerable friends : but for this vex- 
ation there was no remedy ; and he would 
not allow himself to lament a comparative 
trifle, while enjoying the solid satitfaction 
of returning the obligations of childhood. 

It was, perhaps, less from the suspicion of 
being opposed, (for how could he expect 
to be opposed in such a sacred duty ?) than 
from habitual dislike of conversing about bis 
own feelings with an unsympathizing person, 
^that Theodore spoke not of the intended 
emigrants from Norway. — Accident led to 
the mention of them. 

While passing in his carriage from attend* 
ing a meeting of the Despacho, the Cond6 
caught a glimpse of his grandson as he was 
standing in the midst of a carpenter's shop, 
instructing the workm^i how to construct 
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a peculiar sort of spinnmg-wheel for 
Catherine. 

The Conde stopped ; and calling Theo- 
dore to the coach window, asked in amaze- 
ment for what purpose this machine was 
required by him. 

" It is for the good woman, who reared 
me into health and activity in Norway,'^ said 
Theodore, his countenance glowing with 
affectionate pleasure. ^^ She and my foster^ 
father have consented to leave their country 
for* mine ; and I have found a lodge near 
theT6rre, which a littlo trouble will makj^ 
even prettier than their own dear cottage.** 

^^ I shall be glad if you will not be long 
before you follow me to the Mirador," said 
the Conde abruptly, he drew back his head, 
as he spoke ; and having ordered his coach- 
man to drive on, left Theodore to_ finish his 
explanatic»i to the carpenter. 

For orice Theodore was deceived by the 
cold gravity which the Conde sometimes 
assumed, when most enraged ; and far from 
wspecting that his grandfather desired hit 
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company at the Mirador, only to chide him, 
he hastened what he was about, and mount- 
ing his mule, rode after the carriage. 

The Conde was scarcely seated in his 
usual sitting room, before the entrance of 
Theodore gave him the opportunity his 
vindictive spirit thirsted for, of venting that 
wrath which decorum had restrained before 
vulgar eyes, he accosted him with a threaten- 
ing frown. 

** What is this absurd scheme you are 
wasting so much time on? — am I to find 
all my race either fools or madmen?-— 
do you imagine, sir, that Don Theodore 
Guevara can escape derision, if he give' 
himself up to associate ^th persons no 
better than his meanest tenants? — what 
folly prompts you to invite this Norwegian 
man and woman into Spain?— »are you 
become a child again, that you must be 
amused by furnishing baby-houses ?" 

** I am what I ever was, my Lord ;'* re- 
plied Theodore, striving to subdue his 
grandfather's harshness, by a gentle smile^ 



THE BXCLUaS OF KOBWAT. I45 

onet as gnteful for past, as irarmly sensible 
to present kindness. I certainly vish, fibr 
the ^ke of the nobfe £simily to which I 
belong, that my earfiest bene£u:tors were of 
less obscure origin ; but lowly as they are, 
they are still my bendactors ; and after all, 
poor will be my return for the tenderness 
of aboTe twenty-one years. You cannot, 
my Lord, seriously condemn me for giving 
a £ew moments to the duty of providing 
for their accommodation !-<-I aoi sure yoa 
cannot/' 

^^ Don Theodore!'' cried the angry Cond£, 
'* this seeming belief, in what you know does 
not exist, shall not take me in. I see your 
artful method of trying to rule me ; I hate 
discovered it^ and am on my goard against 
it. I do condemn you : and I insist upoa 
your giving up this ridiculous scheme. 
Send the people over a sum of money to 
spend amongst persons Hke themselves, and 
don't bring them here to insult me by 
putdng a Northern boor in competition with 
the Conde Roncevalles." 

VOL. IV. H 
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'^ Theodore purposely avoided .nbtiqing the 
last patt of this wrathful address. ' ^' Money, 
my Uord/' ihe' said, ** would be no recom- 
pence; they havecerery thing in Norway 

that; suffices their moderate wants ; but 

• • • 

deprived of. their oniytie. to that country 
by the death of the young man that was 
brought up with me, their/ hearts reqtnre 
the consolation {of being nearime. Indeed 
I owe them the happiness of seemg ihe 
acknowledged by an illustrious kindred, 
possessing independence, and suri'bunded 
with— the appearance of every eaLrtfaly 
felidty." 

Theodore iavoluntarily paused and sighed 
between, part of ( the last sentance ; the 
Gonde resumed^ with eyes that glared like 
a hyena^s. 

" What, sir ! isim I to understand that 
you mean to live at the Torre, leaving me 
to solitude, and devoting yoi^ir time to these 
peasants?^* 

: " By no means, my Lord,*' replied 
Theodore* ^^ I acknowledge that my first 
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duty IS to ^ my jgraiiidfather/^ and wilfu^^^ 




the satisfaction of knowing thCT are settled 
upon lands or mipe; but shall only see 
theni for a short time iii every year; apid 
rfiat* at the period, whicRmay, fce post 
agreeable to thy grandfather*.*! , 

« Well, well^' sir !"'/'iri't^rru^^^^^ 'the 
Conde, not knowing what to say against 
Ae amiable conciliation qf this speech,;, 
^ let' us suppose you do not make yourself 
the talk of Spaiii By preposterous familiarity! 
with persons you should learn to consider 
as the servants of your cliilahbocj, — ^'' • 

"^^ My Lord ! my tord! — ^** interrirptea 
Theodore, turning his face from himi cri'm- 
soAed with shame at'^ucn base ihsensibUity! 
to our noblest leelme:. 



mg, 



** Yes, sir,.as your servants, I repeat!, 
thundered the Conde,' rising', and stamping 
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with his foot. *f Ypu can p^j their 9er<- 
Tices i and lad they , known who they 
festered^ think you not, ^ey would gladly 
have taken wages for doing so ? This insp* 
lence does away my tendemesjs for yp^r 
foolish prejudices. So once for all^ I coin* 
ipa^d you not to bring these people into 
Spain. . I will hot share your respect vid 
attentions with a down.'' 

^^ Yoi^r commands are given top late^ 
my Lord," replied Theodore, who bad 
risen when his.gn^idfather did, wd Opw 
stood flushed and struggling with inw^d 
indignation ; ^^ my friends are by this time» 
I believe, on their passage. You will allow 
me now to say, that ever since I had the 
gopd^ fortune to be received and prote0;ed 
by ypur Excellency^ at a time when, without 
that protection, most likely my rights would 
never have been established, I h^ve made it 
a sacred duty never to let one of my own 
inclinations or feelings st^uuj in the way of 
pbedience to the hardest command or the 
slightest de^re of yoiir's y but there is a^ 



lM>undjit7 of toi&cf^face, arid a Mghdr com- 
thand, whfcti T will cvci^ for ho idan-^ 
not even for the Cond^ RonceValIeii-^<i6t 
even for my parents if xHttf ikrere liVing ; 
and, thei^fore, my Lord, Jw^Wncfv^r yotfr 
mandates would forte m^ to snth a trari^ 
greftion, you will rem^i!tib^r that at iUft 
point kny obedience niust stop/' * 

Withoiit wiitlh^ reply, he bdWied b hh 
4htind^.^uck grandfather j ^d, rapt^y 
fMittihg aside the bimd that sfaacfeid an opeh 
door- way oh a terrace, he leaped theiice 
doWh into the garden^ wfa'ere lie sboin bilried 
himself in tbe shade of : its hiost 
groves* . ' 

Agitatdd, dbgiisted, afaadost afflidtedi 
calling scene after scene of past* akercat^ui, 
«nid iiegardtng them as an eam^t.of .m^ 
such yet to come ; — be could no^ibarbar 
emVumi^g dlbtid; M ^dJs tbis'tbe dtwry 
sumapat that I fiave tddwieil m to cUnoA)? 
.-^ihis plMe of ;«:«iitity ind atones L Gted 
Ood! sfialdbtmer from kagabltfvtake from 



me rzpk, s)l|alion, fortune^ name — Jt^xxt leave 

me .gptif udje, leave; me sympathy, , ; leave 

4^e_a,heartr.., .:v , - 

. ^qme burnpg ^tears. started into his eyes» 

svhen. he,h2^ ,gjv.^i) utterance, to tbjis pasr 

^sjonate. qcclamSition* <^ Oppressed with the 

insufficiency o€;a,ll^,he now possessed, to 

bestow the « happiness which, he had ,once 

^efironepusly expected wpuld follow their 

,acquirement, he sunj^.intp a sad. .reverie^ 

^uring which his thought^ insensibly change^ 

their objects but not their character. • 

ly.yiftb sucha|em|)er as that of the Cqr^^« 

1 to contend with , .what could he ex]iect 
except opposition and anathema, were he 
•^veragam- to meet Elle^f, and be encou- 
cTSged) by her , kindness, and . her father'^ 
repentance, to ^8eek the renewal of;former 
'imiinacyi^^ :.:;<:;.' 

^ Tlfeeiiallehif(»rtun^ shd'ambigtfo^'situa^ 
idem :bf Coimt iLditvieiihdkii j ijvimld be'^suf* 
^eieat to esrdt^ the Cotitie-^ s^erest <lis- 
appkibatieii : of :a> «i^re acquaSftHalice with 
him ; and to an unipn with the daughter of 
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such a man, his consent "would assuredly be 
withheld with re vilings and reproach; 

Yet what of violence,, what of reproach, 
would not Theodore have braved for an 
object so dear, a bliss so transporting? 
His heart beat at the^ question, with a tu- 
multuous joy which convinced him that 
were it his destiny to find EUesif willing to 
be his, the promise he had just renewed to 
his grandfather, of sacrificing all his personal 
inclinatbns to his commands, must fall be- 
fore so mighty a temptation. 

So long as we, believe in the excellence 
or hope for the sympathy of the person 
beloved, the bit^re3t anguish of love is 
ever nlixed with a sweetness unknown to 
all the other cares of life. Theodore's 
feelings gradually lost their arid hue, and a 
soft glow of expectation succeeded* 

It is true, this; expect s^tion was rather th^ 
effect of sensation than of reasoning; for 
nothing new had. arisen to sanction it:; but 
such iire the alternations, of the. bum^n 
heart, for whose real sufferings ns^tura 

H 4 
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bestows imaginary^ sometimes prophetic^ 
consolations. Cahned and softened^ Theo- 
dore now wandered from tlie lower garden 
into the open country ; and giving his mi- 
covered forehead to the cool breeze of 
evening, as it came §weeping from a distant 
grove of Accacias, his ear caught the sound 
of music. 

There was something in the strain that 
hurried him toward^ it. Advancing swiftly^ 
he paused a few paces from the grove, and 
discovered through its openings a smftll 
group seated on the grass. 

He listened with increasing emotion ; the 
voice had arisen again» accompanied at in- 
tervals by a guitar ; it was low and plaintive, 
like the sighing breeze that mixed with it ; 
and at every fall of its touching cadences, 
Theodore thrilled with hope, with fear, with 
fond remembrance, and with love struggling 
into all its former power. Uncertain 
whether to proceed or to retreat, he re- 
mained unseen while listening to the follow* 
bgscmg:*— 
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Oft glowied, my dieek wlieii dKNi wait aeari 
deepeiiivg bliiok of soft c<mf^8k>n) 

With changing throbs of hope and fear) 
Of vudden pleasure's bHght sufiusion : 

Thy lipf, that called each blush more bix^ 
Then first to rosier, transport oioved me.; . , 
But hoW) this cheek is doomed to wear 

The bluk of ahameff fyr faxying loved dice I . 

» « 

I r , 

The ilUsuppt^9$e4 %h with wbicii ibe 
air was concluded* ^ojfihed the conquest ^ 
Theodore's selfncomtni^d ; h^ for|;f>t Co^^ 
Lauvenheiini's renunciation af hiti|» £Ue^9 
unkind repulse, their faU'en and hi$ gwn 
altered state, ^nd desperately 9skkig to «^ 
onl^r that beloved gbjeict ag»in^ w)ia9e yok^ 
was now living in his sense, he rtishctl 
through the is<^ermg. branches .nyf .the 

aecxias^ :aiiid sannr^ in the midA. of A ffarQfV 
his aunt ud his ocuusinai ; ; r . 

iDpnfta Otivia, wfao /had < bam . :»i)gillS» 
oaid' whose frai^e in siog^ng:> moife fiecfMtljr 
vedadled .Elkfiif's, roto in ic<infiiskMlt» 
though with evident pleasure} j^he IVbtiv 

^ H 5 .n.r :: i 
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chione^ joyfully i9idimic^ to.giye bip ;her 
hand } while with* confosion^ atid disappoint- 
ment even to agony,; Theodore stammered 
out an apology for thus bursting upon their 
privacy. ' ■' \ ^ ;• 

He had uttered something about a well* 
known vorce^ and being uoprepared' to see 
the large company he had disturbed, and 
the Mafrphiohess understandit&g^ that be had 
^pectied 10' -^de duly h^setf and: her 
dtfught^r^, gave his^embarra^ment afiaiter- 
fc'gekplattatlort. •>= ' 

Withoi^t naming^ bim^ to, the rest of the 
})arty^ she took'hfeann,' and beckoning to 
her daughters rtQ! 'follow/ drew Jum out* of 

&€i-grovei ^- ■' ^^ <\- rl ;v ' '■ •. 

^)uilt was-tfaefirst time . they had' met sinoe 
i^^ fogal ackhbwkdgeinent; as^.th^ sianiTof 
Don Baltazar; the' Marchioness noticed 
A^.^circutnscsince iwicfa great etootion ; 'Jind 
iilmding her congratulatory embrace with 
4ie^' most fervent blessings, she motbned.to 
itet \ dadghQers to advance and : hail their 
cousin* 
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When Theodore approached tbe^dove- 
eyed Isabella) he followed the knpulse of 
the tranquil yet • tender feeling which her 
resemblance to his DK>ther inspired, and 
kissed h^er cheek ; -. but the voice of QHvia 
had left such a confusioin in. his thoughts, 
that, in turning :to meet her, he trembled as 
if approaching Eilesif herself^ and bdwinig 
his crimsoned face upon her hand, scarcely 
ventured to let his lips rest on it for an 
instant. 

Had he observed the surprize and. joy 
that were ^lingfed in the glfince his san- 
guine aunt directed to her daughters; or 
could he have known the hitherto wandei;- 
ing, ' evanescent imaginations, that strange 
difference of conduct towards the sisters, 
now fixed in Olivia herself, he would have 
been shppked at the mistake his coi^duqt 
had occasioned ; and his uawillingp^ss to 
confide past feelings to .even near co.i\« 
nexions, would have given vi^ay before the 
honprable abhorrence of exciting expecta- 
tions not in his power t.o fvilfiU ; Butoccu- 

H 6 



156 T^E RECLUSE 09 NORWAY. 

pied with his bte psunfol disappointment, 
. he observed nothing, though he soon found 
bimself purposely placed by the Marchioness 
best her favourite daughter^ 

While answering the many kind questions 
occasionally addressed to him, by each 
amiable relative, he still made some dis- 
tinctipn in favour of Olivia ; but this dis* 
tinction was no ' longer the involuntary 
* offspring of a sentiment, of which another 
was the object ; it originated in the belief 
that Olivia was unhappy. 

During his abode in Madrid, he had 
heard from several quarters, that the son of 
the Duke d'Harcourt had engaged her 
affections, and after publicly displaying his 
passion for her, so as to lead her acquaint- 
ance and her family to expect his serious 
proposals, he had gone back to France, and 
was at this very period on the eve of mar- 
riage with another. 

Though this cruel desertion had taken 

place some months previous to Theodore's 

» 

first 8%bt of Donna Olivia, her desolation 
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at tfafiit tone, aad her fitful gaiety and 
thougfatfulness since, made htm look 'oa her 
still as the Tictiin of wounded afiiectbn« 
Feeling his heart attracted to this interesting 
cou^9 as nuich by sympathy of suffering 
as by the ties of blood, he addressed hef 
with peculiar kindness and respect. 

The delighted mother expressed a hop# 
that he would jcnn their party in the grove, 
where a slight repast was preparing by her 
attendants. Theodore turned back as she 
spoke. ^' This invitation/' be said, ^^ re* 
mmds me, my dear aunt, that I have a pro* 
mise to keep, however unwillingly, and that 
I must fly any further temptation to break 
iu I would not steal even your society ( 
and, yet I must do so, or else forfeit my 
word to the Conde, or do as I do' now, 
*-— quit you." 

A man of iond speech would have said, 
" tear myself away ;'^ but Theodor^e 
simplest phrase required no heightening; 
it always received such powerful addition 
^m the expression of his eyes, and the 
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tQne of his toice, that the persons itiagt- 
tat^d) had to reoiember, while relating it 
to smothery, wliat had given it sutfa energy 
when addre^sied to themselves* . 

- He now bowed and retreated,. leaving an 
iiptpr^ioR Upon his.itunt aiid cousins,, which 
was destined afterwards to trouble his peace, 

gnd distract his conscience. 

> 

. On his return to the MIradori he found 
thQ Oonde taking his place at the dinner . 
t2d>le. The scowling brow of the latter 
fpreboded another storm : but his grandson 
appes^ed not to notice it ; and awed by his 
dignified serenity, the Condefelt the au*^ 
thority of a superior, ntind, and absolutely 
|ia4 not courage to revert to their late di&> 
agreement* 7 

. Surrounded by numerous domestics, their 
meal passed as usi^al in active attentions oa 
th^'part of. Theodore^ and scrupulous <fere* 
mony pn that of his grandfather. 

- Before, the Conde retired for his after- 
XK>Qn Siesta, he held out a letter to Theo« 
dpre* ^^ R^ad. that, sir^ and tell me what 
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ioaswer yoU would iD^ soiry if L returned: 

it concerns yourself.*?. J ' . . 

"If Your Excellency has already returned 

an answer," observed Theodore, changing 

colour, ^ it would t)e better perbajps if 1. did 

not read lit/* •. 

. " Read it^ sir, and then speak." 

. Theodore obeyed; his' quick apprehen- 

sionSj which had pointed' to some proposal 

of an. . alliaiice for him, were Relieved by 

finding .the letter merely contained a friendly 

offer from Princess Ursini. . The nominal si* 

.tuation^of CmaUerizo to the infant Prince 

of Asturias, was what the Princess professed 

.herself ready ' to . ask for Don Theodore, if 

the Conde Roncevalles should tell her^ the 

tsolicitatioi^ would be agreeable to him and 

hiis grandson* : 

" Now, sir rV asked thq Condcj \*ith 

a malignant^ hope, of preparing a vexsition 

for th^ penspn he addressed.;. " I. shall be 

sorry, , my Lord, if you have accepted this 

situatiun,/or;me. L have a contempt for 

mere nominal places about a court ; and 

8* 
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dll I have made myself master of the lansy / 
and mterests, and character of my country^ 
must consider myself unfit for any office of 
real service.^' 

The Conde believing this an a:rtifke to 
veil inclination by way of obtaknng it» 
smiled tauntingly, saying as he rose to re- 
tire, — ^^ Then for once I please you : I have 
told the Camerara Mayor that I chuse you 
to belong sc^ely to myself j so you may go 
on, studying the polidcs of Spain, in the 
-expectation of changing every thing in the 
cabinet, as you hope to do here, when I am 
dead*" 

The derision with whidi this was uttered, 
diough for ah instant it recalled the dis* 
agreeable image of Donna Elvira, did not 
alteif that sudden sadness of look with winch 
Theodore comtemplated another idea. The 
paths of political power were those whidi 
Count Lauvenhielm had trodden; and if such 
a^pirit as his could be lost in their dangerous 
windings, would it not be wise in one who 
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could yet chuse his future track, to avoid 
the fatal labyrinth ! 

The serious ruminations to. which thi^ 
question gave birth, after the Cpnd^'s dis«» 
appearance, were interrupted by the arrival 
of a letter from de Roye : it brought the 
news of his mother's death. 

Some brief, but dncere expressions of 
filial sorrow were followed by an assurance 
that the writer hoped soon to see his friend 
again* He intimated the probability of bemg 
employed as a private agent to arrange the 
terms on which a general peace would be 
negociated by his court : for this purpose^ 
no attempt had been made to effect his ex-« 
change, as no suspicion^ could be enter- 
tained of the ml object of his journey, 
whSe obliged to return into Spain by the 
laws of military honour. 

Few things had afforded Theodore such 
heartfelt pleasure as this proqiect ; and al-. 
though it was somewhat clouded by de 
Roye's addidon, that he might yet be de* 
tained much longer than he wished, by thft 
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unsettled state of the new mmistry, Theo* 
dore, who possessed so little of happiness in 
the present, was satisfied to behold her 
through a long vista of future time. 

Avoiding > further discussion with the 
Conde on the subject of the place he had 
rejected, Theodore hastened to set his owft 
seal to: the rejection^ by going to thank the 
Princess Ursini for her generous intention., 

:The favorite • met his graceful thanks 
with some amiable reproaches for thus suf- 
fering a querulous old man to .make an un« 
reasonable monopoly of his time and his ta* 
lents: but when Theodore, gendy, unosten-: 
tatiously, yet explicitly detailed his own rea« 
scms for declining what other young men 
would have grasped at ; when she learned 
tha;t, passing the day in such, minor e:Ker- 
cises of mind and body as ' his grandfather 
censured not^ he quietly devoted half the 
night to deep and earnest study, the Princess,, 
with the vivacity of her nation, uttered a cry 
ef admiration,: followed by a serioi)s assur*^ 
aace that he was bom for gresit thin^Si 
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^ She then proceed to direct his attention 
to such member^ of the government as were 
best acquainted with the interests and the 
legislature of tt^eir eovintry ; exhorting him 
.to cultivate their friendship ; and frankly 
laying open her own plans.for the wdfai'e of 
a natiqn^ vfi wljich^ she took an interest 
nearly; amounting to patriotic. ' 

Theodore was 9$ mvich charmed with her 
eloquence, as agreeably surpriz^ed by the 
depth of' her observations, and the clearness 
of her views : he required no aid from gaU 
J^try, to prQBiJs? fij^re att^fttioR to tfe? 
instructions with which she now honoured 
him : and had she but adde^ to her nearly, 
confidential discourse, some information 
of Ellesif, Theodore would have left her 
V3th, an emotion of delight, little, short of 

eAthusidsm* • c ' : - . »• > 

But alas ! she talked of De Royie j : sKe 
talked of Uon JulianXasiio, HKhora a vfery 
brilliant aciioh: near Qardona had just 
covert with glory.;! and^till 3he ^ke not 
o£ Count L*uYenhHiin« . > 
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Some fresh vbttors entered^ and Theodore 
had already made his bow, and was passing 
into the anu*tbamber^ when he caught 
these words, addressed to the Priiicess by a 
loud familiar dpeaker« It Was the Chevalier 
de la TremouiUe. 

*' Ona of my people/^ he said, *^ has just 
left the Count St. Etiennewuting for horse^^ 
by this time he must be within hsdf a league 
of Corella. I am to tnuth bbl^ed tb Tour 
Excellency, for attracting my pretty littft 
cousm into Spain ;*^ she was absolutdy 
growing hideous with ennui at Chateau^* 
Gm. 

Theodore got with difficulty into the 
other chamber ^^ surprize and pleasure un«- 
nerved him : but on Princess Ursini's hasty 
dismission of her company, he was obliged 
to renew his obeisance, and mix with the 
d^MUting crbwd. 

Having only a bowing acquaintance with 
De la Tremouille, and finding that garru- 
lous ooaccomib dose to him on the <tttr«case, 
he hastily revolved how he might satisfy His 

9t 
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own impadeoce wtthout a gross vblatba 
of Spanish etiquette. 

Itiere W9$ w way, save one ; that of 
banishing etiquette entirely, and asking 
whayt distinguished person or resistiessbeauty 
De la Tremowlie was about to receive. 

But how seldom, in moments of extreme 
agitation, does the tongue obey the heart 1-^ 
To avoid the just imputation of grave im» 
pertjnence, die question must be put gaily, 
as if uttered, less £rom a wish for infomuu 
don, than from aa impulse of youthful vi^ 
yacity. Tet how was Theodore to speak 
gaily, when hk voice wiould quiver like aa 
aspen-leaf ? or how was he to appear indif-* 
farent, when, his varying complexion aod 
disordered eyes must betray his inward ab 
xiety ? In striving to master these outwaid 
witness^, and to arrange a suitable phrase, 
he su&red the critical moment to pass, and 
De la TremouiUe to escape. 

The evil was nofe^to be rqiaired: and 
Theodore's displeasure at his own irresolui- 
tioa was oidy to be appeased by reflecting: 
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on the f prospect which ' now shone ' oh 
him, -i: V ^ 

That he should not meet EHesAf, tit least 
^ general' iSociety, 'was next to an,iii>possi^ 
bility.; and if they met. What forced ^1^' 
nation from him, or what ^dlf-tmposed^ t^^ 
straint, could silence the ex^re^sioh of a 
eouhtenance, pvier ' whdsd ei^pressions even 
ks lovely possessor had oftc^ lamented her 
own wioit of' power ^ In the eyes (^'Ellesif 
hecnustiat dnce read her heart, 'and^fais own 
desdny t « ' And if be should see there, but 
the ^intest gleam of lingering' partiality, he 
fondly hoped that' his donstdicy, and the 
eonsideration witU which she would hear 
him spoken \oi kiveyery/circieyi^ would' ope- 
rate! in resmring^him 4o the full and ac- 
knowledged possession of her* affectionsy ' 
, When he thought of her father, some- 
diing whispered, tt:Kit had the Count ^been 
really hostile to him, he would have^ 
avoided their probabld meeting in Spain. 
This indeed/ was not a moment' &>p despon- 
dency; perhaps not} even fQrTeHscma^le 
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appr^hendon : and filled vfitii indresisihg 
hopes, Theodore turned- j^i$ stepon' towards 
the road that led irom France* » 

Seeking to citch a glimpse of Ellesif^him-' 
selfl unseen, he* loitered up and down' a 
spot where th^tr<ees, planted to shade the 
road, thickened into a grovb: there, te 
walked: to and fro, coiintitig idvery mindte, 
and anxiously examining' every equipage 
that approached, / ' { \ 

Very few, and those easily distinguish* 
able as- Spanish, appeared at distant ■■ inter- 
vale. The day began to decline. Harassed 
with the remembrance of having promised 
to attend his grandfathea" to Vespers, he was 
abandoning the hope of waiting the travel- 
lers' arrival, when the sight of a light 
French chariot made him hesitate. It 
came on, rapidly : the carriage was of' a 
dark colour, without armorial bearings* 
It passed like a flash of lightning <; butt 
even so, Theodore felt that he had $eea^ 
Count Lauvenhdlm ; that he iiad seen him 
phanged^ -^ the shadow of his former self« 
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The Count happeodd to be looking from 
the urindbwt and thus entirely concealed the 
person with htm : and as he never could 
diaeem objects clearly at a distance^ Theo- 
ioKr shaded by the feathers of his hat» 
and the boughs of the trees^ stood unknowpr 
aid unnoticed. 

The same transient sigtit of Ellesif jmiist 
have changed the nature of Theodore^s agi^ 
tation, but could not have Suoreasod its de^ 
gree. Ho!B^t indeed, could he look at the £ace 
he had just seen^ witfaoui the bittec^t grief ? 
Never had 4 a6n loved a fiuher more de^ 
votedly, thafi he Jbad loved the man who 
had now^ passed him I Keter tiad any odber 
man excited in him so miich enthusiasm, 
so. much anguish^ so much trinmpbt 
and so much shame ! Never had any man 
vetained so strong an empire over his aflSecV 
tims. in depute of reason! Never had any 
man preserved so large a share in hia 
prayers! 

The wreck which sufiering rather than 
time had made of that once^peifect faci^ 
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9ince Theodore had last seen it, added j30ig- 
nant pity to the tenderness with which he 
Qow yielded toJa tiiraxig of sweet and bjitter 
KememliMnces ; and, taming irop: casual 
obailipatioA, he walked for some time amid 
tlie tht^est shade, to give full vent to hts 
fillings. 

. When he emerged again, (wartcd by 
dbe convent bells now ringing from every 
Mil and vale,) he just saw the back of the 
chariot as it i^ached the top of the further 
upland : the next instant it disappeared on 
the opposite side. ^ 

Theodore gazed after it with straining 
eyes J his lips quivered with some fond 
blessings on the estranged friends he be» 
lieved that carriage contained ; but the 
words were unaccompanied with sounds 
and after a long, long gaze, he tore him- 
self from the spot^ and, speeding through 
some meadows to the Mirador, reached it 
in time to attend the Conde. 

After the first rapturous, though secret 
effusions of his gratitude to that mysterious 

VOL. iv» I 
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Providence who was thus opening to him 
the gate of hope at least, if not of happi- 
nesS) Theodore's spirit but too often 
wandered from heaven to earth ; and as he 
went through the solemn forms of the holy 
rite by the side of his stem grandfather, he 
had frequently to add the present transgres- 
sion of love-engrossed thoughts, to the ca- 
talogue of errors for which he was then 
imploring the Divine forgiveness* 
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CHAPTER Y, 

/^N their return Irom vespers, the Condtf 
found a message hoox Donna Elvira ; 
abe was come with her husband to Corella 
in consequence of his nomination to a fo« 
reign embassy, and had merely sent a formal 
compliment of enquiry after the health of 
her grandfather. 

How irksome it is to perform the cere« 
gonial of affection, when the heart is not 
in the performance! — Theodore was ob* 
liged to go and welcome his sister, and run 
through the set phrases of brotherly con* 
gratulations, without one answering feeling 
in his breast. 

Donna Elvira on her part received him 
as she would have done a common ac« 
quaintapce} and after some frivolous dis* 
course, gave him his cong^ for the night% 

I 2 



lyZ TH£ RECLU$£ OF NORWAY. 

But Theodore's heart was at this period 
invulnerable to any vexation or grief, un- 
connected with EUesif ; and, glowing with 
eagerness, he made to himself numberless 
little businesses into Corella the next day^ 
by way of excuse to his own mind for 
hovering round the place where he was most 
likely to see Ellsif. 

Then, were EUesif and her father residents 
with Princess Ursini in the royal palace ^ 
or were they at a small villa not far distant^ 
which she called her Hermitage, and at 
which she occasionally entertained a few 
friends at a French supper ? 

Chance answered the question. 

Having met his cousin the Marquis 
Montan^os, and casually asked whence he 
came^ Theodore learned that he had just 
been leaving his name at the Count 
St. Etienne's. 

*« And who is he?** asked Theodore, 
turning away his face as he spoke, anxious 
to learn what the Princess and the Count 
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Wished to be known of the latter's former 
situation. 

" A Frenchman, I suppose, and of con- 
sequence,** replied Montanejos ; ** for Ma- 
dame Ursini introduces him as related to her 
by marriage; of course every one who either 
loves, or fears her, will shew respect to her 
kinsman : I am one that really thinks the 
Princess deserves every Spaniard's esteem.** 
** Is he here alone ?" repeated Theodore, 
and his voice was less steady than when he 
hazarded the first question. 
' ** No*; I think I heard something of a 
daughter, but I did not see hen — The 
Count himself is a very interesting-looking 
personage :. but so silent and serious, that 
I suppose he will neither enliven our court 
very much, nor appear at it often. Indeed 
he talked of having had a nervous fever 
lately ; so we must not judge hastily of his 
enlivening capacities." 

The Marquis then turned the conversation 
to some domestic details of his own ; re- 
gretting that they were obliging him to go 

I 3 
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^mto Valencia, and thus depriving him of 
the agreeable society at present collected in 
Corella. Having said this, he cordidly 
embraced his cousin, and departed* 

The Count's illness sufficiently explained 
the reason why he had not sooner accepted 
the invitation of Princess Ursini ; but TheOf 
dore reflected with concern upon the seem* 
tbg deception that altered man was now 
practising, in thus appearing as a native 
French nobleman. 

It was not till some time afterwards, 
Aat Theodore discovered no dece^ftion had 
been intended ; that Princess Ursini, simply 
announcing her kinsmsto by the French 
title, to which alone he had any claim, 
and forbearing unasked explanations, had 
ilnconsciously marked him as her country- 

At any rate, it seemed evident that, in 

compliance with the Count's apparent wish 

' of concealment, it would be generous in 

Theodore to elude the question of their 

forme): acquaintance ; and perhaps nothing 
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could be more favorable to his own views 

ft 

than this power of mixing in the same 
societies, with the freedom of one whom 
no previous circumstances ought to em-^ 
barrass. 

It was therefore with extreme disappoints 
ment he heard^ a day or two afterwards^ 
that the Count St. Etienne declined general 
visiting, alledging very uncertain health 
for refusing to attend a state dinner at a 
foreign minister's. 

Distressed though he was by this inform- 
ation, Theodore was yet in hopes that his 
grandfather would not venture to insult the 
Javoritey by refusing to pay her the compli* 
ment of seeking her kinsman's acquaint* 
ance ; and he was therefore not surprized 
when one morning the Conde ordered his 
state-mules to be harnelssed, announcing his 
intention of paying a visit to the Count St. 
Etienne. ^^ You will accompany me» Don 
Theodore/' said his grandfather, turning 
to receive Don. Pedro Ronquillo and his 
wife." 

I 4 
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They had come to inform the Cond6y 
that Don Pedro was ordered to the court 
of Savoy without delay ; and that as Donna* 
Elvira meant to accompany him to Italy, 
this visit must be considered as a fare^* 
well. 

While they were engaged in conversa- 
tion upon this subject, Theodore had time 
to collect his scattered senses. He Had 
certainly expected thib summou^) yet it 
found him unprepared to obey, without 
inward debate. 

How was he to intrude himself thus sud- 
denly, thus indelicately, into the presence of 
a man whose last words had been an eternal 
renunciation ? Would he not, by such a 
visit, appear triumphing in their altered des- 
tinies, or else parading his generous oblivion 
of past indignity ? 

And if he did go, how was he to hide 
from the keen eye of his grandfather that 
- excessive agitation which he must after- 
wards be bound to explain ? Yet what was 
he to do i What excuse could he offer for 
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refusing to pay this personal respect to the 
friends of the . Camerara Mayor ? Must he 
unveil what the . unhappy Lauvenheilm 
wished to bury in eternal night ? Must he 
irritate the Conde into unappeasable resent- 
ment against that self-accusing exile; by 
avowing that bis former protector had ren- 
dered it impossible for him to enter his 
abode without previou$ explanation ? 

These thoughts succeeded each other 
with the rapidity of light, as, leaning against 
an opened lattice,. Theodore stood shaded 
from the quick observation of his sister by 
a luxuriant jessamine which actually grew 
into the apartment. 

The Conde named his intention of going 
to the Hermitage. Donna Elvira interrupted 
him with a sarcastic laugh : ^^ O ! you 
must all go and pay your homage there, as 
it is the idol's pleasure ! But in spite of the 
address she has used, it is now pretty well 
known who this Count St. Etienne is.'' 

Theodore involuntarily bent forward* 
Without noticing him, his sister went on : 

I 5 
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^^ Instead of being a French nobleman^ as 
we were given to suppose, I bate just heard 
from undoubted authority that he is a 
Danish Count, banished from his own 
country, and actually an adventurer in this. 
Tou know Spain is said ta be the paradise 
of adventurers f witness oui; fine Princess 
herself, whom I heartily wish to strangle 
every time I am curtesying and complinient- 
ing at her drawing*rooms/' 

Don Pedro interrupted her:— ** A little 
discretion. Madam, even before relations, if 
you please! You forget that I owe my 
appointment to Princess Ursini; and pray 
be less broad in your assertions about thk 
Arangen His exile from Denmark is in- 
volved In mystery, and we have no business 
with it ; he has a French title, or even 
Madame Ursini durst not present him a» 
Count St.Edenne. I dare say he comes 
hither only to marry off his pretty dai^h* 
ten*' 

Theodore dref back amongst the jessa- 
mines, with a thrill of agony and indignaf 
lion. 
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^ And what is thb man's Danish Jianie.?'' 
asked the Conde^ haughtily* 

«< I did hear it/' replied D6n Pedra^ 
affecting ignorance ; ^^ bat I fwget } Count 
, Count — — .'* 

^' Lauvenheilm is a name that has dis<» 
q»peared lately from the Damsh cabinet/* 
observed the Condc ; ** Was that it ?" ^ 

Don Pedro would not remember, but 
Donna Elvira eagerly answered im the 
affirmative. 

Her words were no sooner spoken, than 
the Conde, calling in a page, countermanded 
Us equipage. Then, approaching Theodora 
^ It is wdl we heard this," he said in a 
whisper* *^ I am spared a degradatbn^ 
and you, the humiliation of seeing the man 
with whom you once lived as a dependant.'^ 

** You mistake, my Lord,** replied Theo- 
dore in a still lower voices for his heart 
beat so violently, he could scarcely articn* 
late; ^^ I never remember my former cdn« 
&Am unth any painful feelings, grateful as 
I am for my present ones*'* 

i6 
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Donna Elvira now sarcastically remarked 
that Lauvenheilm was the name of the per- 
son by whom Theodore had be^n patron- 
ized in the days of his obscurity ; and that, 
by marrying his daughter, (as her brother 
had such a passion always for returning 
favors,) he might pay off the mtonstrous 
debt o£ his gratitude. 

This ill-timed irony irritated the Conde, 
who was, besides, unwilling to bring a period 
of such degradation to the knowledge of 
Don Pedro. Donna Elvira, seeing his 
wrath, found a malicious pleasure in height- 
ening it ; 2^nd Theodore, though indifferent 
to all that respected his past situation, yet 
kindled into a glow of vindication, when ill- 
nature wantonly attacked his fallen bene- 
factor. 

By adroitly turning the tide of her sar- 
casms upon his own occupations, wl^ile 
under the roof of the Danish minister, be 
diverted attention from the . character of 
EUesif ) at the mention of whose name, the 
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eolour had ieft his face not to return any 
more during the deb^tte. 

He escaped at length from this scene of 
contention; thinking with regret of his 
peaceful home in Norway, and painfully 
convmced that he could now only hope to 
behold EUesif byv some happy chance. 

But chance loses its nature, when its 
imagined caprices are watched by an anxious 
heart ; even the smallest event seems then 
evidently determined, and directed for some 
particular end, Theodore went everywhere, 
and met Ellesif no where. 

It is true, the ceremonial ' of Spanish 
visiting conspired against him ; and the in*' 
creasing malady of the Queen, by obliging 
the Camerara Mayor to absent herself 
from company, threw additional obstacles 

in Jiis way. 

Fortune seemed to delight in aggravating 
his mortification. If he went where Ellesif 
visited, he regularly found that she had just 
left the house ; or learned afterwards, that 
she came there directly after his departure. 
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If thejr were invited to the same eremsg 
circle, dther some accident canted the 
assembly to be postponed; or the Cond£ 
was taken ill ; or EUesif herself was put 
into requisition by the sick Queen, whose 
languor her lovely voice or interesting coi^ 
versatipn soothed like the harp of David. 

Dispirited and disappointed, Theodore 
often suspected that the Conde exaggerated 
his frequent indispoations, merely for the 
gratification of seeing his power ; and at 
length, nearly convinced c^ this, it cost him 
an effort to conceal such a suspicion, lest 
indeed he should wrong and neglect him 
when he really suffered. 

Theodore had a rooted aversion to bestow 
confidence on servants; he was therefore 
voluntarily deprived of « the comnwit means 
of finding out the movements of persons in 
whom he was interested ; and though in a 
chance interview with his aunt, he learned 
that she had seen and been captivated with 
the sweet Ma'mseUe St. Etienne, it was an- 
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|y)88ibl6 for htm to reap amy benefit from 
their acquaintamce* 

Meanwhile, whatever he heard of the 
Count brought the soothing conviction, 
that repentance had followed transgression ; 
every one described him as a sad and soli^ 
tary man, shunning general society, and 
apparently enduring the little in which he 
mixed for the sake of his daughter. 

How did Theodore wish that some bene^ 
volent angel would display their hearts to 
each other, and at once shew them, that 
their mutual advances would be mutually 
embraced ! Unless some such supernatural 
agent thus worked for them, in the absence 
of the only friend who knew their secret 
history, it was impossible for either to hazard 
the chance of repulse. 

At length, this insupportable state of 
continual expectation promised to end. The 
royal order for congratulating Princess 
Ursini upon her nominaticm to that sove» 
reignty which two powerful states gauraii* 
teed so solemnly, and afterwards so shame* 
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fully left her to be rifled of, was publicly 
issued ; the gratified favourite, willing to 
spare the pride of the Spanish nobility, had 
the address to send out cs^rds for an assem- 
bly at the moment the royal decree was 
promulgated; thus changing obedience to 
a command, into acceptance of an invita- 
tion. 

Theodore had not been admitted to the 
Princess for some time previous to the 
morning in which he went in common with 
several others, to acknowledge and accept 
her summons. 

Th« new Princess of Limburjg had not 
much time to bestow particular notice upon 
any individfual at these levees ; for, known 
to be the channel of all favour, she was 
rather besieged, than waited on, by every 
ambitious or needy courtier of both sexes. 

But it was not possible for her to pass 
over the delicate, personal compliment 
which Theodore liad paid her, by divesting 
himself, on this occasion, of the Spanish 
habit, and appearing ia the Parisian costume. 
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She observed this elegant gallantry with 
her usual grace, courteously finding, an 
excuse for the non-appearance of the Conde, 
whose pride had in reality revolted fron^i 
acknowledging her new distinction. She 
lowered her voice, adding, *• Yoii will 
see the Count St. Etienne and his daughter 
in my circle on Monday* Will it be dig-' 
agreeable to you ?*' 

" Far from it," replied Theodore, raising 
his flashing eyes, which immediately fell 
again, under the sudden surprise of her's« 

" Do you know who they, are ?'* asked 
the Princess. Theodore, somewhat embar- 
rassed, replied with hesitation, '^ I have 
been told that I shall see in them two per- 
sons I had once the happiness to believe 
my friends.*' 

Without answering, the Princess gave 
him a gracious smile, accompanied by a 
farewell bow, and moved away. 
• Theodore departed ; his heart beat with 
hope and joy. This was the first oppor- 
tunity he had enjoyed of expressing his 
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own vdllingness to meet the Count again } 
and he trusted that Madame Ursini, who 
^^parently delighted in conciliating and 
uniting every body, would not fail to repeat 
what he had aaid to her guests at the Her* 
.mitage. 

Providence, in conducting these interest- 
ing objects into Spain, had done so much 
for Theodore, that he yielded to a sweet 
superstition; fondly trusting that Ellesif's 
only unkind notice of his attachment would 
hereafter be explained. 

So believing, he passed the>few days that 
intervened between the present moiling 
and that destined for Princess Ur^ni's 
party. 

The discordant humours of his grand- 
father were now without power to affect 
him ; his countenance displayed a cloudless 
sunshine ; and that contemplative 'melan- 
choly which, had uniformly tinctured his 
looks and conversation, gave place to ani*' 
mated cheerfulness. 
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The important day at Icsngth arriv^ ; it 
opened inauspicioosly* The Conde took 
his chocolate in bed, complaining of indis« 
position ; and by the time he descended to 
his sitting-room, Theodore saw with con* 
stonation symptoms in his face of approach* 
ing illness* ^ 

In vain his grandson m'ged him to sum- 
mon his domestic physician.; in vain Theo^ 
dore urged an innocent stratagem to bring 
the physician unsent-for« The Cond^ was 
in one of his perversest fits of opposition ^ 
and dmply because his grandson shewed 
more than usual anxiety to walrd off an' 
attack, resolved it should come* 

** For once your mind seiems to be set 
upon a woman's party/* observed the 
Conde, drily ; ^^ it would afflict you to lose ' 
a second opportunity of paying court to the 
Sovereign Princess of Limburg ! — Fear not, 
sir ; you have my leave to go and worship 
her alone/' 

Theodore stood without trusting himself 
to make a reply, yet continuing his assidui- 
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tics about the invalid, though doubtful 
whether he should not be detained after all 
by some freak of ill-humour. 

The threatened spasms went oflF; the 
evening came ; and Theodore, in a modest 
suit of black velvet, which only a single 
diamond brightened, (and that, too, lost in 
the feathers of his hat,) prepared to bid a 
temporary good>night to his grandfather. 

Never had such a lively red enriched the 
olive hue of his cheek; never had such 
brilliancy given to his pensive eyes the cha- 
racter of impetuous sensibility ; never had 
hk figure been more happily and gracefully 
displayed than by the noble simplicity of his 
present habit. 

Perhaps had Theodore thought of his 
person, as he passed without noticing its 
reflection in one of the mirrors, he might 
possibly h^ve felt' some pleasure at appear- 
ing thus advantageously before the woman 
he loved ; but he thought only of EUesif 
herself; and that charming idea was not 
di^laced for a moment, till, on entering the 
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room where he had left his. grandfather, he 
saw him lying back in his chair, evidently 
smitten with sudden pain. 

The transient agony was removed by 
some drops the sufferer was accustomed to 
take on such occasions ; he then persisted 
in desiring his grandson to leave him, se- 
cretly resolving upon a quarrel if he should 
obey./ Theodore humanely lingered; the 
next five minutes decided his fate for the 
night. Another spasm, more alarming than 
the first, succeeded ; and at once giving 
himself up to assist the physician, who was 
instantly summoned, Theodore, with a heavy 
sigh, dismissed the hopes of many days. 

Ellesif meanwhile, whose heart, since her 
entrance into Spain, had ached with as many 
fears, hopes, and disappointments as his 
own, was tremblingly preparing for a meet- 
ing to which she looked with as much anguish 
as joy. ' 

r , The Count, wishing her first interview 
with Theodore to take place when his ab- 
sence would leave the spontaneous Ceelbgs 
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of each to appear without disguise, declined 
being present at the Princess Ursini's as* 
sembly. Ellesif, therefore, went alone at 
an early hour to dine with her illustrious 
kmswoman. 

After dinner she retired to dress more 
gailyfor the evening; but instead of hastening 
to alter her attire, she dismissed her maid, 
and sat down to compose her perturbed 
spirits* 

On the event of this evening would de« 
pend the happiness of her life* Theodore's 
agitated recognition of her, or studied avoid- 
ance, or cool notice, would at once disclose 
the nature of the sentiment he had formerly 
displayed for hen Yet if that sentiment 
had really been, and should now have 
ceased ! 

An icy tliriU struck to her heart at this 
f earftd if! And reflectmg on her father's 
fallen state, on her own wrecked fortune^ 
oh the glittering connections by which the 
hdr of Roncevalles must be wooed, on the 
e&dng effects of time, on all the motives 

I 
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diat must hare urged him to forget her, 
she burst into tears and sat weeping in hope* 
less despondency. 

The return of her maid at length 
revived her ; and, admitting Minette, aftet 
carefully wiping away her tears^ she began 
her toilette. 

This was the first moment since Ellesif 
had decorated herself for the nuptials of 
Madame Sauveur, that she had felt anj 
solicitude about her looks, and not till now 
Aerefore had she discovered, that the bloooi 
of those charms which fonnerly delighted 
Theodore, was dimmed perhaps for ever^ 
by the misery of the last fourteen months. 

As she sought to adapt varbus flowem 
to her yet beautiful haur, she perceived that 
the character of that once sparkling coun- 
tenance no longer suited the gay and 
aymph-like wreath* TiuMigh her cheek 
was warm with hectic colour, and her eyes 
bright with agitation, neither \he glow nor 
the brightness, spoke health of mind or 
body } and the arms she saw reflected in her 
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glass, though still whiter than the pearb 
she now finally mixed with her soft black 
tresses, had lost their exquisite roundness. 
' EUesif hacj often marked the . eyes of 
Theodore rivetted upon those altered anna 
with all a lover's admiration, and she nour 
felt a tear drop on her cheek, as she noted 
their faded beauty. 

She blushed at this weakness, inwardly' 
murmuring, '^ And can I imagine him* so like 
ordinary men, as to prize me f#r these poor 
advantages !'' 

With this expression came a crowd of 
consoling remembrances; all telling her, 
that if Theodore had ever loved her, the 
affection of such a heart as his, would only 
be deepened in tenderness by the changes 
sorrow had wrought in its object. 

In thoughts like these, by the time 
Minette had pronounced her drest^dmer- 
wilky the anguish of EUesif 's first feel- 
ings had given way to a soft apprehensive** 
ness ; and an expression of tender, timid 
anxiety came to displace that deep wretched'* 
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Tless of look, which had' just before altered 
tier countenance. 

.On descending to the drawing-room in 
which Princess XJrsini awaited the arrival 
of her guests, Ellesif found a very few 
assembled. Her station was at the right hand 
. of her amiable kinswoman, who failed not 
to say some enxrouraging words upon her 
appearance. 

The company then poured In rapidly. 
At each step in the anti-room EllesiPs heart 
beat to actual pain ; and casting down h'fer 
eyes, she remained without courage to raise 
fhem, ever hoping that when they should 
iflare to turn, they would meet the gaze, 
or discern at least th'e figure of Theodore. 

But moment succeeded to moment, vi- 
sitor to visitor, and Theodore appeared not* 
' The nfght closed ; tmd, a preyto tlie keenest 
anguish and mortification, Ellesif returned 
home. 

• She . was oppressed by the painful coa- 
viction, that Theodore's absence was the 
effect of pointed design, not of accident j 

VOL. IV. K 
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but \;rhether this absence arose from averse^- 
ness to meet her father, or herself, wa$ 
doubtful. Yet why should he be averse to 
meet her, unless conscience whispered him 
that, during his days of obscurity, he had 
given her cause to expect the very reverse 
of indifference from him, when fortune 
should elevate him to rank and wealth. 

Perhaps he feared to have . that partiality 
re-awakened, which reason and worldly 
prudence now united to bury in everlasting 
rest. 

. £lle^ wept again and again over th^ 
humbling thought that Theodore could be 
influenced my mere worldly motives ; but 
juster notions succeeded ; and, sighing from 
the depths of her heart, she acknowledged 
that the apprehension of sullying his honour 
by an union with the offspring of a guilty 
and exiled man, was at- least a noble pre- 
judice. 

The Count's anxiety, though never ex- 
pressed, had not been less agitating than bis 
daughter's \ and he sought her eyes when 
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fkke entered, to read there the information 
he forbore to isisk. 

Her pale and nearly wild countenance 
announced disappointment; but whether 
Theodore had not appeared, or had met 
her with chilling strangenete, the Count 
ventured not to enquire; he could not, 
however, stifle the expre^ion of mingled 
remorse and pity, which filled his suffused 
eyeS) as . he welcomed her return with a 
kiss. ' 

Ellesif's heart was too full for entire sup- 
pression } she burst into tears, suffering het 
fece to sink upon her father's shoulder. 

The Count pressed her repeatedly to his 
breast without speaking ; that moment of 
confidence needed not a voice. 

Relieved by weeping, EUesit rose with a 
blush from her father's embrace ; and, pray- 
mg he would excuse her for the nighty 
retired abruptly to her chamber. 

A visit from the Chevalier de la Tremoii- 
tlle the next morning, interrupted the 
reflections of the Count, who was seriously 
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revolving whether it would not be proper 
to return into France, or pursue the tour of 
.Spain, lest Theodore would suspect the 
•motives of his stay. The Count had attri- 
buted his daughter's great emotions, the 
preceding night, to $ome pointed slight 
from this qnce cherished 'object; and 
although he deemed it folly: to have expected 
greater constancy to an attachment that had 
never been avowed, he felt some indignation 
at the idea of Theodore's displayed indif- 
ference. 

By a 'mere accident of conversation, De 
la Tremouille mentioned the alarming seiz- 
ure of the Conde Roncevalles, on the night 
of Princess Ursini's assembly ; adding, he 
supposed that, in spite of all his devotedness 
to the stern old grandee, Don Theodore 
, would not put his heart in mourning should 
he die. 

The grateful father beheld the gladdening 
eflfect of this information in the bright 
carnation, that immediately covered the 
cheeks of £llesif ^ her eyes were as suddenly 
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cast down, but he saw a joyful tear glitter 
through their long lashes ; and making some 
inviting reply to De la Tremouille, he drew 
the talkative young man into further dis* 
course upon th^ same theme. 

Without moral taste, to perceive thaC 
Juteous attendance upon- old age, gentle 
indulgence to its failings, and averseness to 
become the creature of a court, are always 
admirable. De la Tremouille detailed a 
v;iriety qf anecdotes concerning Theodore, 
all calculated to revive those sentiments of 
admiration and affection, with which, not 
only Ellesif, but the Count had been accus- 
tomed to consider their former favorite. 

An expression of regret at having for* 
feited the friendship of such * a being, 
trembled on the lip of the Count ; but check- 
ing himself lest De la Tremouille should 
repeat it, and Theodore mistake it for the 
mean submission of a fallen man, he changed 
the discourse. 

After this explanation, again Ellesif 
looked with, hope to her first meeting witli 

K 3 
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Theodore j bul this the serious illness of the 
Conde placed at a great distance, for Theo- 
dore no longer appeared even in the streets 
of Corella, conquering his strongest desire 
by the force of duty, and passing all his 
time i3y the sick-bed of his grandfather, 

Ellesif hesg'd his absence constantly re^ 
gretted by the young Spanish ladies, who, 
though incapable of appreciating the nobler 
parts of his character, felt and described the 
charms of his person and manners with a 
vivacity which thrilled their silent auditor 
rather with* pleasure than jealousy. 

EUesif could well imagine that Theodore 
had ceased to love her, had probably never 
loved her, but she was nobly stedfast in 
believing that he would never attach himself 
to any woman, whose intellect as well as* 
heart did not suit the expansion of his 
own* 

. Her days now glided on with that sweet* 
ness which only they know how to feel, 
who have learned Jo hope without impa« 
iienc^. Ah ! txrho can learn that difficult 
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lesson, before a long unbroken period of 
dreariest misery has taught them to con- 
sider hope as perfect a blessing as they once . 
deemed happiness. 

She saw her father rising in his own 
esteem, and gradually won from his 
gloomiest retrospections, by an intercourse 
with the few intellectual persons whom 
Princess Ursini had conducted to his re- 
tirement; she heard from these persons > 
frequent praises of Theodore's early and 
astonishing acquirements, and she foutid in 
the society of the t^rincess and the amiable 
Queen a new source of interest and 
delight. 

Altered, as she certainly wa$, by past 
affliction, her most potent charms yet re-* 
mained* Grace and expression are never 
obliterated ; and though Ellesif no longer 
attracted instaflt attention by the brilliant 
alternations of her complexion, and the 
, bright illumination of her look, no one 
stopped to converse with her, without being 
deeply interested by the pathos of those 
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eyes ^hich had onc^ beamed so gaily, an^f. 
the tones of that voice which by its tender-^ 
nesa always excited in the > hearer some?; 
affecting or sweet remembrance^ 

Her captivating accomplishments, her 
relationship to the favorite, and her grow-^ 
ing favor with the Qu«n, far outweighed 
, the whispering odium of her father's exile^ 
and the deficiency of her fortune. These 
circumstances, united to her awa attractions^ 
surrounded her with admirers;, and she soon 
wondered to find herself more an object o£ 
flattery and pursuit ^t this period, when 
entering clouded her y.outh, than when its 
earliest dawn was bright and unshaded* 

Some serious proposals were indeed made 
toEUesif;. and Theadore,.in his seclusion: 
U the Mirador, heard with a flutter ofi 
satisfaction, that she had refused, not only 
two of the most prosperous * courtiers, but 
a young Marquiss, in whom bodily and 
mental endowments were enhanced by a 
splendid military reputation.. 
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This information was given him by Doa 
Julian Casilio, who had. lately arrived froo^ 
the array in Catalonia. 

The death of the Emperor of Germany 
having obhged the Archdoike Charles to» 
quit Spain for his hereditary dominions,* 
decided the fate of the Spanish monarchy. 

England had suddenly broken the- 
Austrian alliance ; and, thus abandoned by 
his most powerful auxiliaries, Charles was^* 
expected to terminate a fruitless contest by, 
at once evacuating Tarragona and Bar- 
celona. 

Rather inclined to complete the conquest, 
of Catalonia by negociatipn than by arms^ 
Philip had for some time slackened hia 
military exertions in that qirarter; and Doa; 
Julian, amongst other officers, was now per- 
mitted to enjoy an intervaf of rest, with* 
tittle expectation of being soon called upon^ 
to resume active operations.. 
- In the few moments he could snatch; 
from his exacting grandfather, Theodora 
enjoyed the animated society of this generouai 

' K5 
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hero^ bis first Spanish friend. Having earl]^ 
induct him to make the acquaintance 
of the Marchioness Amezaga and her^ 
daughters, he had frequently the^satis&c- 
tion of hearing of them through him during 
his tedious exile £rom general society. 

Unconscious of Theodore's former con- 
nection with Lauvenheilm, Don Julian often 
spoke of him as Count St.£tienne; and 
Theodore hearing through various other 
channels, that the retired foreigner never 
spoke of him but with marked considera- 
tion, he pointedly repeated to Don Jiilian 
as to others, that but for his grandfather^s 
disinclinatiQn to extend his circle of ac- 
quaintance, he would have solicited 2x1 
introducdon to the Count St. Etienne. 

By these mutual instances of good-wilt 
and imperceptible communication, two hearts 
ence closely knir, were again • drawing 
towards each other. 

The Conde's disease had for some time ' 
taken a favourable turn ; but ever selfish, he 
^continued to draw heavily upon the humanitjf 
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et Theodore, chaining him to his chamber 
and his chess-board with merciless rapa« 
city. 

But this tyranny weaned itself;, the 
Cond^ grew tired of playing the invalid^ 
when reviving health called for air and 
exercise; and suddenly throwing off his 
8!ck*gown^ lie was able to take an airing 
himself, the very first day in which he per- 
mitted Theodore to go beyond the gates of 
the MSrador-. 

Theodore had long since written an apo« 
logy for his desertion of Princess UrsinPs 
assembly ; and he now eagerly hastened 
to present himself to her, in the wish of 
being again invited to some other of her 
parties^ Biit in lieu of having this efxpec*- 
tation gratified, he was transported to find 
her engaged to dine the following week at 
a house where he was himself expected, 
and where she would go, accompanied by 
the Count St. Etienne and his daughter. 

This information was necessary to sooth 
the pain of a disappohitment he had just 
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received In a letter from the Chevalier^ de 
Roye» 

^ That wished-for friend was still detaine4 
in England by the irresolution of the new 
cabinet, and the counter-intrigues of the 
French, and German courts ; and though in 
daily hope of being dispatched at once to 
Spain on his secret commiflion, he was 
under some apprehension of being sent first 
to Paris. . 

The desire of seeing De Roye was so 
piuch heightened by Theodpre's dependance 
on his exertions to bring him again into the 
domestic circle of Count Lauvenheilm, that 
it cost him some struggles to submit to this 
delay. Resignation was however a neces-t 
sity } and sincerely lamenting such frequent 
disappointment, he strove to comfort him- 
self with the belief that a few more days 
would terminate his estrangement froia 
Ellesif. 

' Theodore's buoyant hopes were not^ 
depressed by any fear of his grandfather's 
observations during the course of a dinner 
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v^hicb he felt would be so agitating ; the 
Conde was not yet in a state to attend such 
parties*; and as the entertainment was given 
by the Duchess Popoli, it suited not his 
pride to let his grandson be absent from 
it. Theodore was therefore bidden, to go 
alone* 

It was a chagrin rather than trial of 
temper, when, on appearing before his 
grandfather, the Conde noticed the plain- 
ness of his habit, and insisted in a' voice 
that shewed he would be obeyed, upon his - 
changing it for one more costly. 

A mild reluctance on the part of Theo- 
dore was followed by obedience ; and, glit- 
tering with jewels, outwardly all splendour^ 
and inwardly displeased to seem thus vain^ 
of womanish ornament, he stood to receive 
the Conde's measured survey. 

*' I wish you to look always like your 
rank, Don Theodore,** he said, '^ but now 
especially ; you are going - to meet the 
heiress of Altamira. I now tell you that 
she centers nineteen Grandee*shios in her 

a 
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evFn person, and that the man she honors 
with her choice — — ** 

** Can never be so common-place a per- 
son as I am/^ interrupted Theodore, colour* 
ing, and hastily moving to the door* 

^^^She has she\^n you marked distinction*, 
sir ! '* said the Conde, elevating his voice J^ 
*• and my grandson may pretend to any- 
woman." 

Theodore closed the door with a pre- 
cipitate bow, and calling for his attendants, 
proceeded with this new source of uneasiness 
towards the house of the Duchess.. 



( ao7 ) 



CHAPTER VL 

T>RINCESS Ursini was a womaa of too 
much discernment, not to have guessed 
by Theodore's look^ when she first men- 
tioned Count St. Etienne, that his heart 
had once been interested in one of his^ 
daughters; and, passionately desirous of 
matching her young kinswoman with a 
Spaniard, sh^ wished the attachment might 
have had EUesif for its object, though she 
feared her sister's wonderful beauty must 
have thrown even^ her touching k)velinesa 
into shadow. 

In thd very feint hope that her views^ 
might be accomplished, she resolved not 
to alarm or confuse either party by any re- 
mark of a particular nature, even while doing 
all in her power to throw them into the 
same societies; and^ unhappily, by carrying 



208 THE HECLUSR OF NOR\VAT# 

this address too far, and abstaining from 
any mention of Theodore, she left Ellesif 
no opportunity of discovering her secret 
even by a blush. 

She had however managed to let Count 
St. Etienne and his daughter hear from a 
third person, that amongst the Duchess^ 
Popoli*s visitors Theodore was expected, 
and this information had decided the Count 
to make one of the party, in order to judge 
for himself of Theodore's sentiments. 

Above a month had now intervened, 
since Ellesif had sighed over her faded face, 
while preparing for Princess Ursini's assem- 
' bly : a month of comparative happiness*, 
because it was a period of hope : she saw, 
therefore, - a far brighter countenance re- 
flected from her glass, and no longer found 
any difficulty in selecting, the. ornaments 
that would harmonize with its expression. ' 
♦ Her choice in the colour and form of her 
garments was unconsciously directed by 
the remembrance of what Theodore had 
been used to admire } and after dismissing 
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Minette, she was impelled to pay him the 
touching compliment of wearing a little 
opal cross which his momentary admiration 
of, had induced her to purchase^ ^t the sum- 
mer-fair of Copenhagen. 

From that period she. had loved to fancy 
the trinket his gift ; she thought he looked 
a$ if he would have given it, had he dared 
to make the offering : long after that period 
she had constantly worn this cross ; never 
indeed had she laid it aside but when doubt- 
ful of his affection; and never resumed it 
without being thanked by his expressive 
eyes. 

After Theodore's unexplained departure, 
she had thrown off this cross in the dressing- 
room of her sister, and, shuddering at the 
delusion it was associated with, had never 
asked for it again. 

Of course Anastasia's maids must have 

.preserved this costly ornament amongst the 

trinkets of their mistress ; and Ellesif now 

for the first time since her sister's death, 

removing the case containing her diamonds^ 
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prepared with a trembling hand to open the 
box that held her inferior tinkets. 

Nearly blinded with tears, she lifted up 
compartment after compartment ; but sad* 
dening as she proceeded by the most a£Bict* 
in^ remembrances, was hastily going to 
shut the box, and relinquish her romantic 
intention, when the writing of Theodore 
caught her eye. 

She snatched up the paper, in which was 
loosely wrapped a broken string of pearls^ 
which dropped out as she lifted it, living 
the legible characters to rivet her atten* 
tion. 

Some words excited a strange suspicion—^ 
z suspicion which had never before crossed 
her mind ; and she was going to cast the 
letter from her, lest she should be tempted 
to steal the secret it contained, when re» 
jnembering that her sister's will had autho* 
rized her to examine and destroy her 
papers, she yielded to the impatience of the 
moment. 
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Little suspecting that what she now read, 
had been destined for herself, and addressed 
to her by Theodore, oh the morning of 
hils departure from Christiana, she ran over 
the lines with the wildness of frenzy. 

What was her amazement and her 
^gony, what the horrid light ^at broke in 
upon her, as $he perused this supposed 
avowal of love for her sister ! 

The letter had been taken from its enve* 
lope, and evidently applied to its present 
use, . at the moment the necklace had 
broken: no superscription therefore con« 
tradicted the positive evidence of its being in 
Anastasia's possession. 

The formulary of respect with which 
women of a certain rank are always ad- 
dressed, had banished the familiar name of 
EUesif from this timid desponding decla* 
ration ; and the modest apprehensivenes8 
of its style, though a distinctive character of 
love, appeared to her who perused it as^ a 
more assured proof that Anastasia's awful 
perfections had prompted the writer. 
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The mystery of Theodore's conduct, and 
the strange blindness of Anastasia to her 
sister's feelings, were then equally solved.. 
The tremors of Theodore's voice and the 
confusion of his looks, which once bad 
filled her heart with, a conviction of the 
tenderest preference for herself, had thert 
been a tribute to her fairer companion. His 
watchful attention to Ellesif had perhaps 
been dictated by the wish to please her^ 
whom the object of his adoratioa most 
loved ; his strangely-capricious manner^ 
his melancholy, his animation, all had owed, 
their existence to this more desperate pas- 
sion for one whom princes had solicited iix 
vain. 

Indifferent to bis presumption, Anastasia 
had evidently crushed it in silence : but 
Ellesif blushed to think how often her sister 
must have pitied her regret of one whom she 
knew to be careless of her who lamented 
him ; and while she blushed, a faint throb 
of resentment agitated her heart. ** Oh ; 
if she had but told me this fatal secret l'* 
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• At once Ellesif, with her usual precipi^ 
Xdiicyj abandoned every hope, nay every 
reasonable doubt, fancying that there was 
not an instant of their acquaintance which 
could not be elucidated by this dis^covery. 

How indeed could she doubt, wheii 
Theodore had suffered her to be so long in 
the same place with himself, without break- 
ing through every punctilio to see her ! -^ 
Anastasia ^as no more, for' whose sake 
alone he had desired a tie with the family of 
' the unhappy Lauvenheilni ; and it was evi- 
dent ^hat his friendship for EUesif was riot 
strong enough to conquer his just indigna- 
tion at her father. 

•. The shock of this letter was overwhelm- 
ing; for here doubt, suspense, hope, all 
had terminated { 

Like one who has seen an earthquake 
engulph at once every scenet of his happi- 
ness, and every object of his affection, 
-EUesif sat for a dreary length of time, motion- 
less with despair. . 

But the fearful pause of her thoughts 
suddenly rushed into a wilder tempest : the 
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remembrance of the throbbing kiss Theo- 
dore had imprinted on her arm the very 
evening they parted for ever in Norway ; 
the recollection of looks^ words, actions, 
lopg since buried in time past, yet Jiving in 
memory, — moments of conviction too 
strong for fancy to have shaped from guile* 
l^s accident ; — all these bore upon her 
heart with .resistless violence. 

Infatuation only could believe that Theo- 
dore had not sought to avert suspicion from 
one object, by directing it purposely to 
another: between the love he really felt 
for one sister, and that which he affected to 
struggle against for the other, he most 
likely had hoped to distract Count Lauven- 
heilm's attention, and to impose the idea of 
mere admiration of both upon other ob- 
servers* 

But was this just, was this generous, was 

this like the upright Theodore ! How was 

she to consider him, who could thus selfishly 

make her peace the victim of a cowardly 

jljtftifice ?. 



?HB RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 21 5 

» 

After pausing upon such a reflection as 
this, it was no longer grief but indignation 
she felt ; and for a brief space, she believed 
that reason had subdued regret. Yet at 
moments, a gush of bitterest disappointment 
would overpower and extinguish her re* 
sentment ; and the sudden remembrance of 
some pa^t transport would dissolve her 
burning eyes in the saddest tears. 

She drove away the frail weakness that 
would have blamed Anastana for withhold* 
ing this confidence, acknowledging that 
her sister had acted with greater respect for 
her delicacy, though with less judgment, 
than her character r^dered probable. 

" After this discovery, I shall feel this 
vain affection no .more */' she said to her- 
self, as she wildly traversed her chamber ; 
*^ thank God, I shall not ! But I can never 
bear to see him again. — I cannot, >;frill not 
go to. this dinner." 

She laid her bm^ning hand upon her 
forehead, now aching to torture ; and, re- 
seating herself, remained for . a short time 
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vainly combatting a transport of mental and 
bodily agony. , 

New and hitherto unfelt pains throbbed 
in every pulse of her frame ; till nature,' 
losing the capacity of bearing them, sensa* 
lion and thought ceased, and she fell sud- 
denly to the floor. 

The sound of her fall brought her 
father to her assistance, as he was passing 
the dressing-room : he entered ; her sense- 
kss condition was explained to him by 
the sight of the trinket-box still open, and 
close to the seat she had fallen from. 

He guessed thaty in taking from it soine 
ornaments for her person, the action had 
revived her grief for Anastasia's loss, and 
had left her in the situation from which he 
now hastened to restore her. 

The sight of these mute memorials of 
his once idolized daughter nearly rived his 
own heart ; and groaning rather than sigh- 
ing, hea$sisted Minette, whom his voice had 
summoned, to remove Ellesif to a couch.* . 
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In recovering her from k ' succes^on of 
dtstf easing fits/ and' soothing her disturbed 
spirit wkh many a consolatory' remark upon 
the Messed state of her he supposed she 
ntqunjed) the Count suffered the hours to 
'pass Unheeded, in which h6 ought to have 
been at the Duchess Popoli's. : 

• The engagement coutd not be kept : he 
idsBpatched an apology long after [ the 
^ucfa^'s gue^s liad' asseiiibled ; ^ajtid hay#^ 
jflg.seen' the corivuls^ features of his sole* 
Ten^ining cotiv^^t gradually settle into 
♦the composure of sleep, he retired to mu®^ 
over that awful sentence, which saith, "1 
will visit the sina of the fathers upon thel 
children/' 

From that day, Elle^if as <^arefuU]f 
shunned, as she had before eagerly desired, 
opportunities of meeting Theodore: the 
belief that she had been played upon, and 
used as a cover ' to hide a more presump- 
tuous passion for her sister^ roused all that 
pride' and delicacy, which are the peculiar 
chara<:tjeristic6 of women ; and though she 

VOL. IV. L 
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fek with angoishy that she coiaid have no con« 
ifi4fiiice in any future object, nor ever bestow 
lier heart agam ; she detef'mined to mortify 
9ier weak partiality, and prevent Theodore 
from ^edhg the fatal .ascendency he stiH 
|>reseFved, by steadily absenting hersetf 
ifrom the societies in which he mixed. 

But alas, though she saw him no where, 
she heard of him from every one: the good 
spoke <& him with affection \ the enlight^ied, 
vith admiration j the unamiable, widi envjn 
Her resentment gradually softened into re* 
grettfaat he was not perfect ; and her father 
remarked widi pamful surprize, that the 
lively impression of grief which, he supposed 
liad bee^ made on her by the sight of what 
|ier sister had been used to wear, rather in- 
creased than diminished. 

He was, however, soon induced to sua* 
pect that Theodore was the real object of 
tier sad meditations ; he heard from mor^ 
than one person, that the heir of Ronce* 
valles was attached to his consin, and that 
k was believed they waited oply for the 
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d^ath of t^e Conde to connect their hearts 
by the holiest of ties. rMost likely, there- 
fore, Eilesif had heard this, and been con- 
vinced of its truth. 

The rumour had indeed reached EUesif j 
and her painful disappointment in Theo- 
dore's character, was deepened by occasbnal 
crendence to this stoiy. ' 

To have loved Anastasia, however un- 
fortunately, and so soon to have overcome 
the shock of her d^ath, seemed to argue a 
lightness of heart, the absolute reverse of 
that tenacity of affecrion, which she had 
hitherto believed a vital part of his character* 

In the midst of these reflections, hot^ 
often did the sad and timid EUesif, whose 
•heart languished for' relief, wish for hei: 
tender mother to guide and console her ! 

She could not avow to a father the new 
sorrow that consumed her ; she must have 
died with shame, had she isdffered him to 
believe that she had given her heart unso- 
licited even by silent assiduities; and she 
generously shrunk from exciting just indig- 
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nation in him, by acknowledging that Theo- 
dore had put on. the semblance of -an 
affection for her, to conceal his real passbn 
for her sister* V 

In this state, of smothered misery, her 
looks and manner again underwent a me- 
lancholy change ; and though she affected 
an excess of spirits, whenever carried into 
company, a parent's eye detected the vain 
imposture. 

Count St. Etienne now saw that it was 
time to end the Yash experiment he had 
^ventured, and that he must no longer 
expose his daughter's peace to utter de- 
struction. 

It became necessary to remove her im- 
mediately from the mortififcatiort of witness- 
ing, perhaps at.no distant period, the mar- 
] iage of Theodore. Her looks had changed 
so visibly, that the Count seemed offering 
no mere excuse for quitting Madame 
Ursini's house, when he urged his intention 
of travelling for his 4aughtejr's health. 

The Princess could not attempt to detain 
them J bnt her expr^sions of regret were 
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SO sincere and ^ ardent, ' that the Count in 
departing, was obli^d; to promise he would^^ 
rejoin her; with Ellesif, for a few days after' 
their tour^ before they should finally bid 
farewell to Sp&in. - * . 

Theodore meanwhile^ unconscious of the 
blow that was ' preparing for him, was har* . 
rassed by a variety of griefs and vexations. 
Released from attendance upon his graqd- 
father, he now appeared as usu^l in public ; 
be haunted the walk3, the churches, the 
partii^s of all with whom EUesif associated, 
yet haunted them in vain. 

At first, he thought accident was still 
against him : but at> length circumstances 
arose to prove that determined purpose, not 
unlucky chance, was his enemy. 

. One morning he had heard her voice in 
the vestibule of an apartment, towards which 
be was himself proceeiding; but hearing 
his name mentioned by a servant, she had 
hastily ran back to her sedan, under he 
knew not what pretext, and had thus escaped 
the meeting. 
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This evident resolution iic^ to see Haxu 
agam withered away hope in the breast of 
Theodore ; nay, it excited his ind%nacion : 
fbr such conduct ceirtainly confessed a coa^ 
sciousness of having formerly sought Us 
heart for the gratification of mere whim or 
vamty, at a time when she knew him too 
dependent to be able to demand her's in 
return. 

Theodore's nature wa& as remote £rom 
weakness as from insensibility; he felt 
certain that were be once to see EUeaf^ and 
have complete demonstration of so hunAB- 
ating a conjecture, there was a power within 
him, strong enough to wrestle with, and 
conquer even the longest^heiished pas^on. 

But certainty couM not be without proof; 
dnd it was only after each fresh instance of 
determined avoidance, that in a swell of 
resentment he paused upon the occasional 
remarks dropt by the Conde with regard tb 
liis speedy marriage. 

The heiress 6f AUamhra was young, 
beautiful, agreeable, and attractive; her 
artless and ardent yobth left her feelings 
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^hout disgoke; and even Tbeo^re's 
modesty could not prevent him from ac^ 
koowledging^ to himself, that her eyes gati^e 
Inm encouragement to utter ^atev^r l>»f 
dkarms might inspire. . 

But her charms inspired nothing fafeyoad^ 
iftoderale admiration in his occupied heal^t y 
atid he oftw turned from her, reflecting oa^ 
the iraitsfer his grandfather wished him to 
make of his aflFections, with a feeUi^ ol^ 
WMder at other men, whom^ a moilth 
iMfore,. he hadkn(^wn serenading, the beauty 
ihey had now left for some new &vourit6^ 

Jk was not only the thoughtless or the 
wdrAless^ whose natures s^med thiis hap- 
pily constituted to recover from dkap^oint-< 
ment, and immediately seek new interests 
of the same sort ; the serious, and the 
t?ender, the constant in friendship,- and the 
steadfast in religion, were alike amongst the 
crowd that suflFered awhile, suffered deeply 51 
yet, seeing another fair face, again. coold 
love, and again believe, in happiness and 
perfection., 

I. 4 
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** Is it I only 9 that am. cui^ed with this 
fatal constancy ?" Theodore iwould say to 
himself. " Is it I only, that, enjoying my 
perfect reason on all other subjects, . am 
just upon this one, mad — irreqovaraWy 
mad J** , 

But he falicied that he had found in. his 
cousin Olivia^ as fond a lunatic as himaelf 4; 
for she still wore.the semblance of one ¥f horn, 
a single idea absorbs. 

Often in their .accidemtal . encounters, 
ivben the Conde was not present,, (for at 
that time they simply saluted each odier,) 
he marked her sudden fits of absence, 9fii 
heard throDgioi^ sighs, to which Jhia heart 
vibrated with brotherly pity. , 

No society, indeed, soothed and intjeriested 
him like that of his aunt and cousins ; Jcir> 
the Marchioness had a noble frankness of. 
character J and Isabella, a sweetness which 
penetrated like balmy dews; 

Olivia, though at times ' silent aod sad, 
was often brightly animated ; and Theodore 
saw, with benevolent pleasure, that hts nar* 
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ration of northern'custtois, and past events, 
often banished her pehsiveaess eiuirelyb ; 

« 

He guessed not, that she, listened with de-> 
light, because he was the speaker ; and that . 
she was interested in the events because they 
had influenced his destiny. 

Persons who saw them together, saw 
clearer than he did ; but conduditig hiiti ^ 
as acute as themselves, they believed bis' 
attentions to Donna Olivia were meant to 
terminate in marriage. 
' The first time such an idea crossed him« 
self, was in consequence of a remark from ; 
Don Julian Caalio, who had lately shewn > 
a strong interest in the &mily of the Mar* 
chioness Ame^aga.^ 'Without hesitation,: 
Theodore assured him that he had never: 
thought of tus fair cousin except as a dear 
relative. / 

*' Then I can tell you, I suspect her 
family and friends think otherwise,^^ was 
Don Julian's reply ; *^ but I am very glad* 



it is not ^o." 



The eccentric Casilio had abruptly de^ 
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p;Bt0d atfter saying dw, leaving Theodore 
to quell a moment's alarm by a smile ^ 
derision at himself^ for die vanity of being 
afarmed even fat that short momem.^ 

That very evening, however^ brought tins 
eonv^rsation again. to his recollection. 

He met his cousins in a small circle ; atd 
dmmg the progress of an argument betweea 
hknself and a pert coxcomb, who vais ridi- 
culing the idea of what are termed romantic 
attachments, Theodore had inadvertently 
turned his eyes towards Donna Olivia : the 
glance he mef, was not merely one of irank 
concurrence in his sentiments; it beamed 
unclouded love ; it thrilled to his soul ; it 
identified her. for the instant with Eilesif; 
and for that brief instant, he forgot that it 
yms not Eilesif indeed whom he beheld, and 
the place he was in, her father's house at 
€l^^*8tian8• 

Lost, entranced, at first delighted, then 
disordered, and. at length distressed, he rose 
in confusion from his seat, grieved to have 
suiered the transient illusion to appear upon 
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Ms countenance. The aghatioait had caused 
in him, might admit of a far differeilt mtei^ 
pretation frorft that which it really claimed ; 
it therefore became an imperious duty te 
remove the mistake. 

A few seconds afternrards, thi? marrcage 
of Donna Ofivia'a former lover was men-- 
tioned in the circle, and put her change of . 
feeling, beyond a doubt. 

The colour certainly mounted to her 
cheek, but it was the steady colour of dis* - 
dain, not the flue tuadng hues of stil^nou^ 
rished ffas^n. Theodore was thefi pain^ 
f uHy convinced that d^Havcourt must long 
have ceased to be the object of those tendei* 
^reveries in which he had see& her indulge ; 
and, framing an excuse for leaving thi 
party, he returned . home, distk'essed and. 
perplexed. 

On his return, he found '' 4hfe Goixd^ 
^iviftg orders for his journey to Madrid on 
the following morning. The court was 
going to remove thither, the approaching 
winter tendering the neighbourhood of the 

L 6 
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Pyrenees injurious to the delicate state of 
the Queen. 

At the party Theodore had just left, he 
had heard of Count St. Etienne's purposed 
tour; and it was therefore indifferent to 
him where his own residence might ^be, 
when those objects were removed, which 
made any particular place interesting. 

" I attend you, my Lord, of course?*' 
he asked. 

".No, sir/* returned the Cond^; "I 
shall leave some business for you to transact 
here^ which may detain you^ a few days. 
You will rejoin me m the, company of the 
Countess Alt$rmira, for \ purpose that you 
shall solicit the honor of being her escort 
to Madrid." 

Theodore, who had caught sight of a 
lettar directed to himself, in the hsmd^writ- 

4 

ing of Dofrestom, and, was now eagerly 
opeciing it, stopped^ and turned towards his 
grandfather with a look of uneasiness. , 
" What Ao you mean by that look, Don 
Theodore? You cannot imagine that I 
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vrill allow the noble house of Roncevalles 
to remain without heirs? — I intend you to 
marry. I have pitched .upon Donna Fran* 
.ci$ca de Salazar.for your wife; and her 
family ate well-inclined to accept your pro* 
posals." .. - 

" My proposals, my Lord! — I have 
scarcely seen the lady — at least, only in 
formal societies ; and my affections move so 

slowly -^thatr *' j 

. JTbe Cond€. kind}ed into wrath ; repeat- 
ing his commands, mingled with a variety of 
erroneous gues$es at the real object of his 
grandson^s a&ction : for that some ob* 
ject did possess his heart, he now took for 
granted. , 

Happily Theodore -could calmly deny 
having a preference for any lady the Conde 
mentioned : alledging only a present disin- 
clination to marriage ; and urging the 
indelicacy of thus fastening the rumour of 
such an alliance upon a young lady, who 
xnigl^9 after^aUi be as little inclined as him* 
sejf to enter into their relations' views* 
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*^ Have you any personal dbjectiida to 
Donna Francisca, «ir ?" 

" None, exactly to herself/* 

*' Well then, sir, I give you onie month 
to £all in love with her, as love is so neces- 
sary to your unmanly heart ; after which 
I expect implicit obedience, br we part for 



ever.*' 



Theodore gladly obeyed the Conde's 
hand, which motioned him to retire ; and, 
hastening into his own apaotment to read 
Dofrestom's letter, saw that this yenersd>le 
friend^ together with Catherine and the 
little Heinreich, -were landed, and impa^ 
tiently waiting at Fontarabist for directicNis 
where to proceed. 

Joy now banished every other thought : 
and unable to obey the dictates of inclina- 
tion, by flying himself to welcome these 
beloved friends, he directly dispatched one 
of his trustiest servants, though past nud- 
night, to the seaport, with the charge of 
conducting thh travellers as e:iq>edidou8ly 
yet comfortably as possible, to llieMirador. 
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" Theodore slept not, duraig the whole 
x^ht: the images of those dear persons 
pressed upon his heart, allowing no others 
ttf enter. 

The Conde's deps^rture, he considered 
as a providential event : and the next morn- 
ing Theodore saw, with inexpressible sa- 
tisfecdon^ hi5 grandfather's long suite of 
equipages and horsemen take the road to 
Madrid. 

The business he was left to arrange for 
the Gond^, m^de it impowbl^ for Theo- 
dore to go and meet Dofrestom : but impa- 
tience quickened the motions of his Norwe- 
gian friends \ and he had the transport of 
finding himself encircled in their arms, the 
second day after the Conde's departure* 

The mourning garb of the travelers 
mingled sorrow with the joy of Tha^dore. 
In tearful silence he pressed Heihreich's 
orphan repeatedly to his breast, with a depth 
of tenderness which spoke comfort to the 
attentive grand&ther. : 
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" Thou art etiH the same, my child, my 
Theodore!'^ exclaimed Dofrestom, weeping 
with^ delight, and pressing his hands between 
both of his ; ** these hands of mine, tremble 
with agitation,' not infirmity •/' he added, 
smiling, as he saw Theodore look with 
/Concern at their tremulous motion, " I 
have many, years yet to live, I trust — happy 
years, I will say^ if they pass under a roof^ 
of thine." 

" And you are lord of this fine placet" 
exclaimed Catherine, looking round the 
Mirador ; ^^ and all these beautiful gardens^ ^ 
and terraces, and stately rooms, and crowd: 
of servants are your own ! — Well, God in 
heaven bless you with them. » I' always 
thought you would come to honour } for I 
knew you deserved it.'* 
. Thebdore gently set her right ; explain- 
ing the situation of his. own estate, describ-. 
ing the sort of house he had prepared for 
them ; and beseeching them to say whether 
they could be happy there, till circumstances 
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might sttlow him to. give them their choice 
of a residence. . r 

, Every thing he had planned, every thing 
he proposed, met with a smiling acquies* 
cence from ms humble friends ; w^ose. 
hearts were all fullness of delight in seeing- 
him again. Once orjwiqe, Catherine begagt 
some details of Heinteich's last illness ; but 
Dofrestom gently .checked her, reminding 
her that it was a poor return to . the 
Almighty for the happiness of the present, 
to trouble its enjoy mebt by dwelling on thd 
anguish of the past. 

A plentiful ; repast, the most cordial 
wines, the softest beds, and the most filial 
attendance, were given th^m by Theodore, 
whose grateful heart overflowed with the 
pleasure of being enabled at length to prov^ 
his attachment to the guardians of his in* 
fancy. 

Jf there be unmixed happiness on earth, 
it is at a moment like this ! * 

Theodore thought not of the heiress of 
Altamira, nor of his cousin Olivia, 



/ » 
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scarcely of Ellestf herself, for the first day 
that he spent in testifying his gratitude to 
his early benefactors ; and having finished 
the business his grandfather had left for 
him td settle, he 'would not allow any s^ 
prehension of the Conde's displeasure, to 
interfere with the performance of a duty* 

He therefore went himself into ^4ragoir 
tjrith his northern friends. 

As Dofrestom mained enough of Freoeb 
to converse on ordinary matters, Theodore 
had p-ovidently fitted up his little hotlse^ 
hold with French servants^ or Spaniards 
who spoke that language i and till Cathe^ 
rine should acquire Spanish, her brother 
was to act as her interpreter. 

On reaching the estate of the Tdrre, 
they were as much charmed with dieir re« 
sidence, as astonished by its embellished 
resemblance to their own stone cottxgei 
and the now wintry scenery of the Pyrenees 
reminding them of the Alps of Norway,, 
sanctified its iituatioa by this ^milarlty^ 
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After passing a few days at the Tdrre, to 
see them familiarized With their abode^ and 
their actiire spirits employed by cheerful 
occupation, Theodore unwillingly tore him- 
•self from a place where his heart seemed 
to live over lagain, its days of boyish inno- 
cence and cloudless jsnjoyment} and turn* 
ing his steps towards Madrid, went to be- 
hold there, old age under a different as» 
pect ; — ^ old age, without that which makes 
grey heirs a crown of glory — wisdom and 
goodness ! 
• He found the royal family established in 
the palace of the Retiro, and the capita! 
-thronged with all the followers of the court. 
Donna Elvira was gone with her husband 
to Turin; a circumstance whijch afforded 
Theodore sincere satisfaction ; for deter- 
ihined as he was to refuse addressing a 
woman for whom he felt no preference, 
his sister's absence, he hoped, would with- 
hold at least one persecutor, when he should 
be called on by the Conde for his i^ltimate 
decision. 
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< Had not the eai^il of the Roncevalles title 
and 4<'niains comer under the class of the. 
Agnacion Rigurosa, thus Kmiting the suc- 
cession to males only, Donna Elvira's seU, 
fishness would have prompted her to throw 
obstacles in the way of her brother's mar- 
riage ; but as she could never hope to re-, 
ceive benefit from his celibacy, and as* her 
natural love of tormenting inclined her to 
urge whatever another person disliked, 
Theodore well knew that had she remained 
in Spain, the secret of his prior attachment 
to EUesif would most likely have beqfi 
discovered by her inde&tigable ilUnature, 
and eternally exposed, while discussing the 
advantages of other connexions.. 

He therefore rejoiced at her absence, and 
rejoiced that she had never seen either 
Ellesif or her father. 

From the instant of Theodore's rejoining 
him, the Coilde preserved a proud silence 
upon the subject .of Dorina Francisca, 
though he studiously carried his grandson 
into the same societies with her, and shewed 
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a marked attention to^ herself and family, 
•whenever they visited the Ronceyalles . re- 
sidence. 

Theodore had consequently a difficult 
task .to perform ; yet he contrived to pre- 
serve a due medium between mortifying' 
slight and particular notice : thus making it 
impossible for the Altamira family, to 
. charge . him , with indecision or duplicity, 
.when his modest refusal of ;their alliance 
shoul-d oblige them to consider thp Conde 
as the sole actor in the affair. 

The extreme youth and vivacity^ of 
Donna Francisca left him Jittle to apprq- 
ihend for her fifture peace : but it was 
otherwise with his cousin Oliyia. : 5 

He now met. her very often ; jM\d could 
no longer be blind to his power over her 
inclinations, or to the expectations his 
manner had excited in her excellent* mo- 
ther. ; 

Distressed and perplexed, he sought 
for awhile to. avoid them ; but the appoint* 
ment of the JVIarchipness . Amezitga. to a 
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situation about the Queen, brought herself 
and her daughters more frequently than 
ever into the same circles with him. 

Theodore went one morning to attend 
the drawing-room of Princess Ursini, des* 
perately determining to ask that informa- 
tion from the Camerara Mayor, which she 
only could give. — On entering the first 
apartment, he perceived, through a vista 
oi persons of both sexes, his aunt and 
cousins ; they saw him ; and he could not 
retreat. 

Fortunately Princess Ursini , soon ad- 
vanced, and afforded him the opportunity 
he sought. Scarcely had he concluded the 
customary compliments, than he asked he^ 
sitatingly, whether it were true that her 
irelations had returned into France, and 
whether there were not hopes of their re- 
turn? 

Madame Ursini^s answer shocked and 
surprized hiqi. 

•* As you have begun this subject,** she 
€aid witH a mixture of playfulness and so- 
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rious intention, ^' you m^st abide by the 
consequence. I may now venture to say, 
that I have had it at heart to bring you 
and the Count upon your former terms. I 
have always found the Count most affec- 
tionately disposed tov^ards you, and' how 
neurabiy ready to confess having beeii the 
only one to blame in your disagreement : 
but what your conscience has to reproach 
you with, about M'amselle St.Etienne, I 
know not ! She told me the other day, on 
my urging the matter, that she ratheir 
wished not to renew her acquaintance with 
you." 

Madame Urisini did not add that she had 
wrung this indiscreet avowal from EUesif, 
by hinting her own wish of uniting her to 
the heir of Roncevalles ; nor that she now 
repeated it to Theodore, in the secret be- 
lief that it would stimulate him to overcome 
this di^nclination in EUesif ; if it originated, 
as she supposed it did, in pique, at the report 
of his engagement with the heiress of Alta- 
minu 
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. r Theodore's involuntary exclamation at 
this unexpected cruelty from . Elksif, wa$ 
seemingly un-noticed by the Princess, who 
went purposely forward to address a newly- 
arrived visitor. 

* 

Theodore remained where she had left 
him : he was stunned with that which he had 
heard ; and miglH have forgottein the pub- 
licity of the scene around, had not his aunt 
and cousins, by pushing through the circle, 
roused him to recollection. 

He met their affectionate greetings with 
as much composure as he- could assumf ^ 
but after the first few interrogations, he 
replied at random, distinctly convincing 
them that his thoughts were ni^t in the same 
place with his person. 

The Marchioness seeing no one near, 
and prompted to put an end to the uneasi- 
ness which certain reports, and her ne- 
phew's present embarassment, conjured up, 
said in a low voice — • ». 

•* Are we to credit a rumour we hear 
every where, my dear nephe\n^ ? It is said 
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yoa are on the point of iwrriage with the 
heiress of Altamira/' 

" No, madam, it is not true,** rq>Ked 
Theodore looking down : then a&wiUiiq».lo 
lose this favourable opportvuiity-for cniali- 
ing any false expectations which his sup* 
position of Donna Olivia's attachment to 
another, and his notide of her resembla^cie 
to Ellesif, might possibly have exthed, he 
added, with a paleness that blanched, even 
his lips, — ^V I shall never manry 2 ; to lAy 
aunt and cousins I may confess, that I have 
lored once^/and unhappily f and. that I feel 
therefore, I have toved : fqr the last time/* 

No sooner had he: uttered thea»:wofdi, 
than his heart smote him for. their seeiOing 
barbarity: Donna Olivia: gave a convulalvis 
start,, and pulling her veil oifer^her £M:e, 
moved a fe^ steps away ; ihen $udd^]f 
endeavoui'ing; to catch her sist^s arm for 
supports^ 9pd upabk tq seize it, sunk to the 
grpund, .^^prived of ^lense. 

Noth^ig <^ould be more cruel than Th^ 
dore's situation ; the involuntary . glance of 

VOL. IV. M 
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die disitrasMd ttMh^s ty^ as ^e ratt to 
laise her motionless daughter, conveyed a 
re^Nmtcti thait he knew he did not merit, 
Imt which it ^i^ ^srible ^he inight tmagu^e 
Ite did } be faogtmed^ hoWeter, to assist bis 
coosoi, triio wtt6 no sooner recovered, 
odiah avtertkig ter fec^ now crio^iied like 
ilk own, she pleaded the sickehing efedt of 
Mme Heliotropes in the apartment, abd 
laming on lier lister's a!rtti> ^retired add 
ibe concern «nd condolenie^ of Princress Ur- 
wmPs drde* 

Havhi^ hastily nak^ his leave, tn^ead of 
ferunii^ home, Itieodol^ waUcedtoare- 
dmi qxit, to colkM ht6 an^zed epirits. 

Never before had he befieved the hap- 
^fess of an individual complefely in i6s 
^met : for love mixed not with his'preseot 
tsMlteitt, to etqite dottbta of thftt, which res- 
idtai cidfald %&t ol^^tvfae heotfete lo believe. 
^ty attd regi-^ were iixnt^ to aflecdbi^ 
ate esteem : and so isirdngly ^id they pkti 
^ -His kit cou^m, that it seemed C^^awhile 
ift if «h<^ woiiM (requite no ether pleadeirs. 
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Had he not just received a proof fhat 
EUeaif had never loved hiin ; iand ^ould 
lie^ for die sake of one :so disingenuous^ 
or so fickle, inflict the ssune wretchedness 
»p« a«>d«, « sb. M fixed »^ 
him? 



^ Alas! "vrhy do I dibk of living mf 
kmger for mysdf !" he bcdaicned moumv 
Cofiy^ as distracted and sorrowful, he tiaf 
versed the bank of the Manzananes* ^^ ^ 
can never hope for happioiess in myio#Q 
person ; let me then at least give hapi^ness 
to another.** 

The generous Kish, vaxiidied with Ha^M:<* 
pression*. Ttieoddre eonld jtiot yet commaftd 
all his impulses.; saA yielding to ^ 
thought ihat fais gcasiAfitther'sJiatred to.iha 
flame iof Moittellwo, would f<M*m oa insw* 
sKHfliitsiblb lohstade taafr/uiiito witb ;on|ef lof 
ifaat nc^, aren did aoiDe eidstlnltisieiwil 
ttuid, ihe rietusned liome, jtD.^si6s»}me a tnwr 
qpnifity, .of arliich i^e emnta :of ^ aionaifg 
eidimly (depmred hum 
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Kever did he pass a day of greater con- 
straint and discomfort in the cbnipaay' of 
his grandfather: the Cond^ was sullenly 
silent, and peevishly talkadve by^ fits. < He 
mentioned Theodore's Norwegian friends 
with asperity ; deigning no other appella- 
tion to the venerable T>ofresdbin J than that 
of foolish old boor ; inveighing against hir 
folly for leaving hi& bwn * country . and 
people, for a climate and aoace^to com- 
pletely different. 

' Conteinptupus remarks upon the Count 
St. Etienne's baffled attempt (as' he chose to 
con^der it,) of marrying off his pretty 
daughter to a Sf^misb Grandee, followed 
the subject of Dofrestom: and ^when he 
observed that Theodore^ "usual self-com- 
mand and mildness,' gave way ibeibre the 
indignation with which he heard' £Ue8if s 
attractive icebihplidicneiits derided^ and all 
hef actions tortured into debasmg designs 
upon young heirs \ the Cond^ passionatdpn* 
marked, that perhaps Kehad now disooyeved 

lit 
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his grasBtdson's reascnr.far;6huhning Donna 
Francisca d^ Salazar.' I .^; 
. ^^ I suppose, sir/' he added, ^'' that I 
shall someJday be- coafoimded by> hearing 
you ask my consent to marry this Mamselie 
St. Etienne/' ^ , . 

^' Yiour £2Mtl|ency may judge of! thp 
probability^. ouch a circun^tance, by this 
plain fact:-«-^I have never seen, her since 
she came into Spain*'^ .•'■■. 

AJthou{fh ' this vjas said with the! most 
oppres^venngitatiott, Theodore^s mvariable 
truth *igave k 'the force of instant convib^ 
don ; and tbe <}onde's sudden suspicion was 
as suddenly. quelled.. 

" Then, sir,? he said, " you have na^ 
thuig but insolent caprice, to aliedge^ if you 
hesitate, in addressing Donna Francisca* 
Yet what do, I talk of! You dare, not hesi- 
tate ! Your month of consideration expires 
in three days, and I warn you to beware of 
the consequence if you refuse to form this 
noble connecdout" 

M 3 
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The Gonde called for die gentknieii of 
his chamber, to attend him to Ms oratory^ 
leaving Tbecxiore in a condkionc^ mind 
for which it wonld be difficult to find a 
name* 

Determined as he was, to decline the 
hand of D<»ma Francoca^ he fertsaw such 
dbmestic storms^ such unquttdtabldflameG^ 
and so many atuii&rd endeaToinrs^ to martily 
and harass him, that his peaceful spirit 
^Immk from the proqiect. It was mpos- 
sibk to guess how faor the Cond^ had 
^e^ed hkn in the negodation ; nor how 
nnch violence he would have to put afmi 
his feelings, while endeaTouring to qiare 
Donna Franciscans ddicacy, yet be firm in 
hie reaction of the alliance. He foresaw 
that having no prior Mgagement to plead, 
he. must incur the odium of the whole 
court ; ^bc^ the lady herself was unexcep* 
tionaUe, and of a rank and fortune, to con- 
fer honour upon any man. 

But what was public opitiidn, to bosom 
peace ! and after what had passed at Prin- 
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cess Ursini's in the morning, Theodore 
felt conscious that if ever he could so far 
soften the keenness of his first disappoint- 
ment, as to think of devoting his life to 
any woman, Donna Olivia ought to be the 
object of his choice* 

By trusting to the report of her prior in- 
cll^oa for aootber, aod therefore, yieldir 
is^ UicautiQiusly to (he pleasure with which 
he tgzQ^ ia her a faint resemblance to 
]^Ue$if, he had certainly given his cousin 
reasop to believe that something more thaa 
the ii^tiott of a relative, led him to lose 
np ^opportunity of addressing her in their 
acci^ntal meetings. 

But to such a connection for his grand«- 
son, the Conde would be more hostile thaa 
to a life of celibacy ; and Theodore at len^h 
sunk to sleep, after many restless hours, 
witijt that thought^ to excuse his repugnance, 
and to appease his conscience. 



M 4 



( *48 > 



CHAPTER VII. 

TpHE slumbers of Tb«5iiore were sud. 
denly broken by the abrupt entrance 
of some 6ne into his room ; he started from 
his pUlow to ask the cause of thcs intrusion^ 
and Jraw one of the Conde's gentlemen* 

The countenance of the person prepared 
him^foff the information be came to tell : 
his master was in the severest paroxysm of 
a spasmodic seizure, and had called for Don 
Theodore. 

Theodore merely covered himself with* a 
wrapping gown, and hastened >to the bed- 
side of his grandfather. The jKamily physi* 
cian was already there, and two of the royal 
household had been summoned. 

Death was in the visage of the Conde, 
and bis eyes, though fixed with a ghastly 



^ \ 
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gaze, had evidently lost the power, of 
sight. 

He continued but a short time to struggle 
with our last enemy ; the applications of his : 
various medical attendants prddatced no sen- 
sible alteration : he spoke not, though he 
groaned without intermission, and TheOr 
dore who held him on his breast, perceiv- 
ing sudden stillness succeed to a momentary 
convulsion of frightful strength, cast his 
eyes on the face from which he had 
just averted them with a shudder, and 
saw that its features would never move 
again. . 

When convinced that the spirit was 
really gone, he resigtied ,the breathless body, 
seeking a few moments of. solitude tore^ 
cover from the shock of the scene. 

Awe, rather than griei^ thus powerfully 
affected him; for it. was impossible to 
behold the solemn passage -of such a soul 
as that of the Conde's, ' fi'om this bri^ 
hfe to that which .is eternal, without refiec* 
dobs of the most serious. natui:<?« 

us 
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No thought of his^ own emancipatio& 
from a galling yoke, and consequent release 
from a discordant companion, mixed with 
the horror and compassion of Theodore's 
meditations } he neither looked to the 
future nor the past, for himself ; but solely 
oigrossed by concern for the salvation of 
the departed, returned to the chamber of 
death, to join in the solemn service of their 
r^igion over the body. 

While the remains of the Conde lay in 
state, the afflicting news of the deaths of 
the young Dauphin and Dauphiness of 
France, caused the Spanish court suddenly 
to break up, and every public and private 
amusement to cease. Theodore was there- 
fore undisturbed in the settlement of the 
various concerns which now devolved upon 
him. 
. The Cond^ had left his affairs in great 
confusion j and though his heir was at first 
startled by the number of large and long-^ 
standing <laims that were immediate 
brought in^ *fais dear head and sincere desire 
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to do justice, enabled hiia to arrange niea* 
9ares for their speedy ]i<|uidatk>n, without 
haviog recouice to iojurious loans or 
mifioiis mortgages. 

The principle of his system was a very 
sanple one,— ^ ctconomy in his own peiiBon. 

He knew exactly how much expenditure 
was necessary to appear vnA the dignity of 
his rank, and how much more mig^t be 
hfished, without adding any lustre to didr 
i^peanmce* 

His first care was to enlprge the marriage 
portion of his sister, and to secure the paot- 
fiions of the servants. After which,- sadsfied 
vnth the certainty of increasing his rev^me 
by care and wise management, he cheerfully 
narrowed for awhile, the circle of those 
diflf<»'ent households which had aU oveiv 
grown their tisefulness during the last yeavs 
of his ostentatious grandfatiier. 
. The first period of mourning was too 
sacred to be disturbed by any communica- 
tion from the family of Altamira; but 
aware that when decorum would permit, 

M 6 
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he must of necessity enter upon the pamful 
business, Theodore determined to seek the 
counsel of his aunt, and seiizse that oppor* 
t'unity of entirely clearing his conduct 
towards Donna Olivia. 
* As , he proceeded . towards the Mar- 
chioness's residence, he could not foihear 
moralizing upon the vanity of that anxiety 
for thei future, to which • he had yielded the 
very day > of his grandl&ther^s death. He 
had retired to rest, foreseeing a world of 
^stress, aild^ impoirtunity* on the dreaded 
subject of aH immediate marriage^vand, he 
had beea Iroiused tb^itness the death of him 
whose authQrit|)F aknie could make such im- 
portunity formidable. . r 

Thus, like many other threatening evilsy 
this hsMl passed away with the swiftness . of 
an ideal phaqtdm; leaving Theodore im** 
pressed with the conviction, that calamity 
seldom allows its approach to be foreseen ; 
but comes like an assassin, striking and 
destroying when we aire least prepared for 
iheblowr 
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The keenest sorrow that now assailed 
TJieodoi^, wa6 the cruel consciousness of 
being a free agent at the very moment in 
which the objects for which he principally 
desired that freedom of action, had voJun*- 
tarily removed from the place he inhabited* 

Had the Conde's death> by .happening 
sooner, left him ignor^t of Eilesif 's docUh 
ration to Madame Ur^i» he would have 
used his power of instantly takmg advantage 
of any favorable sentiment, and would have 
sought through the medium of confid^ce 
in the; Princess, to learn what he might 
hope from the heart of Eilesif. 

But after so decided a declaration, (evejQ 
in. the event df her return to Madrid,) to 
seek her. imder any character, would be to 
woo mortification, -^ 

Without a hope to enlighten the gloom 
of that part of his £ate, Theodore then 
turned his saddened eye^ towards the quarter 
whence he ' must hereafter look for enjoy: 
ment } friendship, and the power of doing 
good. 
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In this prospect, the dearest objects he 
contemplated were the worthy old coupic 
in Aragon; and recollecting his intention 
of surprizing them with a picture of himself, 
he turned into the lodgings of a painter 
lately arrived from Paris. 

The artist required' no warmer encomiast 
than his own works, fen* they were as fall 
of gemus as of taste ; and Theodore so^ 
settled the number of hours he could 
demote to the <fifferent sittings. 

It was his wish to be drawn as Dofrestom 
had been used to see him at Aardal; and 
pointing out the picturesque parts of the 
dress^ while he accurately described the 
whole, his judicious hints induced the artist 
to obserre, that ^^ his Lordship appeared 
strikingly alive to the powers of his powerful 
art.'^ ^ 

** Your remarks on my performances, 
my Lord^'* observed the painter, leading 
him into another apartment, *' make the 
flatter cny^lf, that you will have some 
pleasure in looking at a collection of pie* 

lit 
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turefi in this room : they are copies from 
iamily portraits in different galleries ; some 
of the heads are distinguished by exquisite 
beauty, — some, only by the picturesque,—^ 
others^ by a rare union of the two. Hera 
is one which certainly exhibits as much cha- 
racter and fine colouring as were ever com- 
bined in one subject. I copied it frdtn si 
portrait at the Hotel de Noirmoutier.'* 

At this instant the painter was summoned 
from the apartment to attend a lady ; and 
receiving Theodore's permission to obey 
her summons, left him to approach the 
picture. 

Was it EUesif herself that he beheld ! — 
he saw 'her, as he had indeed seen her when 
she sat for the original of this portrait in 
Copenhagen. 

The lovely roundness of the shape, 
almost heaving into life; the breathing 
beauty of the counteiiance j the glow of 
youth and delight diffused over the whole 
iBgure; might have kindfed only thoughts 
of joy, had not the touching expression 



a$6 THE RECLUSE O^ NQRWAT. , 

of the eyes, (eyes, speaking a heart formed 
to feel deeply, therefore fated to suffer 
widely,) changed pleasure inito appre- 
hension. 

Those eyes fixed with melting tepdern^ss 
upon Theodore, seemed softly to reproach 
him, for ever believing that heartless vanity 
or weak caprice couH lurk under their 
expression : thos^^ eyes seemed again to 
repeat the many fond approvals with which 
thef had so often beamed upon him at ttie 
villa of her father^ and at the goyerhment 
housew ' . . 

He gazed till he could have fancied h^ 
saw them: sink in sweet confusion td the 
ground; and that blushes coloured even the 
lucid whitedess of the palpitating n^ck. 

No longer master of the various emotions 
that struggled to have way, Jie pressed 
forwards to the picture : " EUesifT* he 
exclaimed, in a voice broken by sighs, — 
^^ my EUesif, once I should have called 
thee — once fondly did I think thee— but 
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never so indeed ! — yet still dear, dearer 
than life, dear as my soul !'' 

As he spoke, he fastened his quivering 
lips to the lifeless resemblance with a pas- 
sionate tenderness, which gushed forth in 
tears : it was the delirium and weakness of 
a moment. Ashamed of the act, and fear- 
ing witnesses, he tore himself away ; and,i 
casting a last look at the picture, hurried 
from the house* . 

It was impossible for Theodore to pmsue 
his intentbn of visiting his aunt; all dis- 
ordered, every power lost, and each rational, 
resolve dissolved in fond recollection, he. 
could not contemplate a conference upon 
any other subject, * however importanty. 
without loathing. 

He shuddered as he thought of Donna 
Olivia : his heart's wound again torn open, 
now bled afresh with resistless, unstauach- 
able violence ; and turning homewards, he 
buried himself m solitude for the remaining 
hours of the day. 
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iacideiit discorered to Theodore the 
real weakness of hb heart ; that heart still 
fondly clung to Elkaf ; and, if the sight 
of her portrait could thus sweep away his 
best resolves^ what m^ht be the effect of 
seeing herself ? -*^ to what domestic misery 
might it not lead therefore, if at such aipeiiod 
be was the husband of another ? 

The mental answer to these qiieadons^ 
fortified him in the resolution of candidly 
exphimng to bis aunt all those imkcky 
circumstances which 6ad evidently led her 
and his cousin to believe l|ii|i powei^sUy 
attracted by the latter ; and the second day 
aire^ hia visit to the painlfir, he went to the 
Marchioness Amezaga's. 

This early testimony of regard for his 
motheys family, in some manner softened 
the displeased feelings with which the Mar<t 
chioness was prepared to meet him; but, 
eager to show her noble disdain of suing 
for hey daughter^ she took care to let him 
know that Donna Olivia had b^en gone some 
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time kito Asturkis with a pitenial aunt, who 
was ordered the hatb$ near Oviedo. 

Theodore's delicacy forbore the slightest 
reference to their last interview at Princess 
UrsiDi's ; but appe^ng to consider his aunt 
as warmly and Idndly interested in his 
welfare, as she had ever professed h^'self, 
he proceeded to request her advice in the 
affair of die Altamira alliance. 

By distnictly irelating why he could not 
fulfil the wishes of his grand&ther on this 
occasbn, Theod(»re explained to the Mar- 
chioness all that perplexed her in his con^ 
duct to Donna Olivia. He spoke of Ms>' 
cousin's resemblance t6 the wcnnan he 
lov^5 axid the different emotions to which 
her appeaifsuice had consequently given 
iMTth, as if simply unburthening his heart 
x>f its whole secret ; while in reality he did 
it in the hope of honorably acquitting him^ 
self from the suspicion of having practised 
upon her susceptibility. t 

How much did it not Cost Theodore to 
be thus unreserved ! Yet, repugnant as un« 
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bounded confidence on such a subje^ was 
jto a man of his character, he did not hesi- 
tate bebg completely so,* from a thorough 
conviction of its necessity. . 
: Acddent had caused him to appear 
interested in Donna OMvia for her own 
sake ; that appearance hsul either hud the 
foundation of her attachment, or'had height- 
ened it by hope ; and he was consequently 
called upon by honour and humanity, to 
speak explicitly and truly, — to employ no 
third per86n,—- *to p^ss over Ao drcumstance, 
but frankly to recapitolate and explain them 

aH4 '• 

By this means he ^irould leave no room 
for self -decep^on on the . p2U*t . off Dbima 
Olivia; and, though he. imight not succeed 
ii^ terminating her attachtn^oit with her 
belief of it§ reciprocity, he would at least 
not leave ker the bitterest of all human 
feelings, the thought of having bestowed 
aflfection unworthily. ii 

. Theodore gradually saw thes effect, of his 
ingenuousness upon hi$ excellent akmt^ 
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She listened with profound attention . and 
increasing interest ; and, when he concluded^ 
she put her handkerchief to her eyes/ and 
shed tears. ' 

They were tears «of regret for her 
daughter^ unmixed with any resentment 
against her nephew. She -felt his honorable 
care, of their ;delica;cy^ and«he saw ^t once; 
that although neither of them had alluded 
to Donna Olivia's disappointment, it was 
equally the subject of their solicitude. 

Perhaps the faint hope* that Theodore 
might hereafter tmsfer his heart to the 
tender Olivia,, tended to calin the .maternal 
feelings of -the Marchione^ : she had hersdf 
remarked' the resemblance' between her 
daughter and BUesif ; and now remembered 
maily littte incidents during their inter- 
course with Ma'mselle St. Etieqne, corro- 
borative of Theiodoife's versjcity. 

Upon this subject ' she could bestow only 
sympathy; bin on that of Donna Francisca 
de Salazar, she had advice t6'offer# 
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From fiom; Imilt dipped in consequence 
off suspecting 'Theodore meani to murj bk 
cousin, the Marchioness was avtare that 
the Altamira family wefe piqued at Theo- 
dore's quiescence since the Gonde's di^th, 
and that they were inclined tx> termtnate the 
afiatr thetnselv^s^ before he could have 
ikne to inaiiU their digsity by brciakiqg off 
the negodation. 

The Marchioness dierefore advjsed him 
to wait for this ^veat ; and, mther to sacri<- 
fice his own feelings, than to wound (hose 
of an inesqpflriencedf hut laobleHoiinded girl. 
^ You w31 oaly appear las a refused fnan,'^ 
sbesaid^ '^ 4ae iof a stioine nvhotn the iMPOud 
Akamira's have ^disnuiaseds and npt ^ crea- 
ttire will rennember. the tn^tter twodi^s 
after it is first ^vhispeved* fiut vrer^ ihe 
vefntel to ^proceed . finMsa you^ Share woold 
be nothing for poor £K»ma jBrdwi^qx 4>v^ 
flionths 0l^t|tiiKard4iior^C2(^o9, m addition 
to we. taipw not: Jio* /mii^ pf iawaxd 
wretchediMOS." 
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« O ^do not teJl me «o, dearest aunt !*' 
^exelaimed Theodore, his eyes saflFuskig, 
^en while he coloured with shame, vaoA 
tiem^kedl his own VMity with a smile. 

The Marchioness kindly embraced bixsu 
Some titoilii^ed eitpression was on the point 
of fefursting Imaii Iter, hut slie checked k^ 
and changing it into a blessing, bade faim 
iKu^well. 

His. aunt's ^advice w&s -iblfowed, and 
k<er exp6<^tiitk»is fulfilled, s The Aka^oEisrai 
^waited a very ^hoqrt time beyond the period 
in "^hick the yotng Cboid^ might deco- 
rously hsave resutmed the basinresshis grand«- 
fiilhek^^ di^aiA haid inteiYu^ed ; and, reeeiv* 
hig ^dli^ WdSsage or visits from him, At 
^Utik'(fiaLnIof]Dbn»a fVaacisca wrote htm a 
fbriMl ^dl^ission. 

^ ; ' Thee^e ^tccepted 'Ins ct^zige in silence^ 
Calmly did he fallow t&eoi to whisper in 
iifclci^Vf, thMt die Mffturexif the alliamce had 
&l4g]t|fe(teid 'hk Heima Ftantisca^ .dmicliaa* 
tibft ; '^dsiwrgmiig himself ibisome snor* 
tification in an affiaar that had threatened so 
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much more serious mischief; and, regretting 
only, (and indeed bitterly,) tbaf if ElL^sif 
were to hear of it, she would be justifi^ in 
considering his aflfection for herself, 'a$ the 
brief fever of a day- 

But this keen regret was among the fitted 
trials of one who beUeved hioiself hqp^ to 
suffer and to submit. 

, It was Theodore's intention to quit 
Madrid, which the mourning for the 
Dauphin and Datiphmess of -France had 
plunged into gloom ; and to seek at the 
T6rre de la Marbore, the consolations of 
useful occupation, and of friendship. 

In the grateful task of adding to . the 
comforts of his foster lather amongst the 
Aades of retirement,' he hopjed to . find 
more enjoyment than tha pageant^ of an 
isolated, though elevated condition, could 
bestow on him in the world. 
' He therefore sequested an wdience of 
the King) at which' I he delivered up: the 
ins^nia of his grand&ther's various Orders, 
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some of which were gracbusly returned to 
bim, and departed for Aragon. 

Theodore carried with him the portrait 
fer which he had sat to the French painter: 
and, now that be was gomg from Madrid, 
he repined at his own stem resolution, 
which had steadily piersevered in forbidding 
him ever to ask for a second sight of that 
resemblance y^hich had renewed so many 
fond regrets, and given birth to so much 
reflection. 

But he^had now a wide circle of duties 
to fulfil : and, though he felt that there 
would always remain one dreary waste in 
his fate, to which no future objects could 
give verdure and beauty ; he acknowledged 
his obligation to avert his eyes as much zs 
possible from this dismal prospect, and to 
look with gratitude upon the unobstructed 
path to usefulness and improvement. ' 

Master of his time, and the free pos' 
sessor of ample fortune and powerful rank, 
he could now forward many plans for 
general good, which might atone for the 
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want of iadividual happiness in his own 
bosom ; he could pursue his favorite habits 
of deep study ; and, at least, be secure of 

/ peace in his lonely mansions, though 
obliged to abandon the dream of felicity. 

^ With so many causes for thankfulness 
to the Almighty dispenser of good and evil, 
Theodore ventured not to repine j still 
striving for resignation, even while con- 
vinced that the moment would never arrive 
in which he should look b^ck to this disap- 
pointment of his first passion, with placid 
indifference. 

It was now the beginning of May, and 
the approaches to the Torre were already 
gay with that lovely green which is peAiliar 
to spring. The tender tints erf the larches 
and accacias that' sheltered Dofrestom's 
dwelling, refreshed the . eye after it had 
rested on the dark firs and pine^ that thick* 
ened into woods on the steeps above. 

The air was perfumed with the flowers 
of the Asphodel and Heliotrope; the pas« 
sing foot crushed out additional sweetness 
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from every variety of blooming' heaths ; 
and a gentle breeze prevented the sense 
from being y)verpower6d by their mingled' 
scents. 

Theodore heard the' bleat of lambs 
mixed with 'the caressing accents of little 
Heinreich : what ^und is more charming 
than the voice of a child? Theodore's 
heart expanded' with pleasure; and stopping: 
lo see whence the sound proceeded, he' 
beheld in an adjacent meadow Dofrestom 
standing with his shepherds near a water-* 
course that was scarcely heard to murmur,* 
and the little boy sporting • amongst -the 
sheep. He then threw himself off his mule, 
and Bidding his attendants proceed to the 
Torre, hastened into the meadow. 

At the far-oflf sound of his voice, the 
venerable man bade his little grandson run: 
forward, while he advanced as eagerly,, 
though not so acdvely. Theodore was 
rejoiced to observe the steadiness of his 
walk, and the healthful russet of his conv^. 
plexion : his grey locks no longer waved 
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c^er a thin and pallid chedc ; it was firm 
and ruddy; and his eyes sparkling with 
pleasure^ seemed almost to sparkle with 
youth. 

The pretty boy bounded into his arms 
with the elasticity of childish transport : he 
looked well and happy ^ and Roiicevalles 
soon banished selfish regrets, in the am* 
temptation of the blessings he was bestowing 
npon these interesting objects. 

Already acquainted with the character of 
the late Cond^, Dofrestom oflFered no vaia 
condolements on his loss ;.but proceeded at 
once to express his joy at the prospect they 
BOW had of seeing their beloved foster-soa 
often, and freely* 

At the iLodge, they were joined by Gather 
line, whose looks spd^e as much health 
and enjoyment as those of her brother's ;. 
after giving a few moments to the product 
ci her dairy and garden, Theodore yielded 
to her impatience of going over the house, 
wd the enclosures* 

Every step reminded him of Aardal. 
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Catherine had added many a trifling me- 
morial of his childish days to the embel- 
lishments of the rooms ; and though ^these 
homely ornaments were perhaps rude in 
their workmanship, and of small utility, 
they were endeared to him by association. 

Dofrestom had tramed a jessamine and a 
passion- flower to shade the windows, b^ 
cause he knew Theodore loved these beau^ 
tiful draperies of nature; wherever he 
looked, in short, he saw that to delight 
him, was the sole aim of his two friends' 
exertions* - 

Dofrestom then led him over his fields 
and farm, pointing with honest, exultation 
to the improvements already begun, and 
detailing those^ for which he was waiting the 
proper season. He shewed him his avoca^ 
tions, and described his recresSions. 

These consisted in teaching little Hein- 
reich the rudiments of that practical know<- 
ledge in which he was hereafter to be per*^ 
fected; and in exchanging visits with the 
brothers of a neighbouring monastery, 

N 3 
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•ix^hose cheerful piety united to win him 
from the remembrance of past sorrow. 
' Catherine's -bustling buoyant character' 
sought more employment, and required less 
repose : she was therefore indiflferent to any 
society beyond that of her brother and the 
iittle boy; and having one of her own 
•countrywomen to converse with, in the per- 
son of a Norwegian girl that accompanied 
her from Aardal, took little trouble to leara 
the language pf Spain. * 

A love of distinction was amongst Ca- 
therine's few fqibles ; she was of course 
secretly pleased with the deference that was 
paid to herself and Dofrestom by the sur- 
rounding peasantry., Their lord's ^ com* 
mand had hitherto enforced this respect; 
and now his presence came to increase and 
to fix her consequence. 
* The first few days after Theodore's 
arrival were devoted by him Jo ihe business 
of going over his lands with Doft'estom; 
and isetting the seal of his injunctions to 
the authority he vested in the hand^ of thi$ 
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venerable man: after this, he gave him- 
self up to unrestrained enjoyment of leisure 
and liberty. 

The library of his fatj[ier, to which he 
meditated many additions,^ became the 
solace qF his solitary hours ; while his 
social ones were spent in scientific. rambles 
with one of the Monks, who buried great 

« 

acquirements in a cloister j or in discourse 
with Dofrestom and Catherine under the 
shade of their flowering limes. 

In these conversations, the various inci- 
dents of their past lives, and the various in- 
dividiials who had contributed to these 
events, were insensibly reviewed. Some- 
times Catherine wept over the details of 
Heinrdch's last illness, and edifying death- 
bed; sometimes she spoke of her. hope 
that the little Heinreich would become the 
son-in-lav^ of Eric and Magdalen, whenever 
he should be of an age to go and take pos- 
session of tlie patrimony they now. held ia 
trust for him; sometimes she reverted. to 
the days of Theodore's residence with 

N 4 
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Count Lauvenbeilm, speculating on the 
reasons for the Count's disappearance from 
Ager-huus, and occasionally besto^ving 
bitter animadversions upon his conduct to 
her foster-son. 

At such moments, Theodore's self-com- 
mand was sorely tried ; though he sought 
cahnly to moderate her resentment, and to 
turn the subject, Dofrestom's quicker feel- 
ing made him perceive that the impression 
Counters EUesif had made, was not effaced. 

Constancy never surprizes the unso- 
pUsticated children of nature : it is only 
those to whom pleasure aflFords ample com* 
pensaiion for happiness ; those who have 
learned in the world, how easy it is to 
forget, that consider adherence to one fond 
remembrance with astonishment and con« 
tempt. ' 

Dofrestom wished it were otherwise with 
the child of his adoption, but he blamed not 
the weakness. 

In this philosophic retirement, surrounded 
by the treasures of the vegetable and m^ie* 
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1^ woridy elevated to the region of the 
stars, and undisturbed even by the murmurs 
of that vexed ocean of life which he had 
just quitted, Theodore passed two months 
of tranquil enjoyment. The various powers 
of bis mind rose again into action ; and the 
most sacred feelings of his heart were gra- 
tified by knowing himself the source of 
blessing to the protectors of his youth. 

Ther^ were moments, indeed, in which 
die distracting remembrance of Ellesif and 
ber father pdisoned pleasure at its source s 
when it seemed to him, that henceforth he 
must endure life, not enjoy it ; and that ia 
the midst of an abundant felicity, bestowed 
by his cares or his benevolence upon others, 
his own heart would remain silent ajid de* 
solate. 

But, ever as these repiaings arose, he 
banished them by the very consciousness 
that be should hracefoith be able to ble^ 
his fdlow-oreatures ; and that if condemned 
CO a solitary existence, be was released from 
the insupportable yoke of uncongeaial^rela- 
lives* ' 
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At five-and-twenty it is with difficulty 
we teach ourselves to be content with tran- 
quillity : alas ! does not everything that fells 
fehort of happmess,' at that age, appear like 
positive misery ? 

w 

Under the exterior of serene pensiveness, 
Theodore buried many a bosom conflict, 
and mental tortiire; he thought not of 
EUesif only, whom he now believed returned 
into France. The recollection of hvs cousin 
Olivia troubled his peace, and agitated his 
conscience with repeated debates upon his 
selfish repugnance to repair an involuntary, 
yet still a serious, injury. 

The noble reliance on his truth which 
the Marchioness evinced on their last inter- 
view, and the delicacy with which she had 
forborne making the slightest appeal to his 
pityi powerfully affected him. . Had her 
early kin(^ness merited such a return as that 
of plunging her favourite daughter into 
sorrow ? Was his conduct to complete the 
ingratitude* of Donna Elvira? and did his 
launt'a generosity excite no emula^on in his 
'breast to equal it .^ 
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Again Theodore shrunk from the en«- 
quiry ; and again he calmed his disturbed 
.mind by a solemn: promise that, if ever he 
forgot Ellesif^ , Donna Olivia should receive 
the offer of his hand. 

During the life-time of the Conde, several 
lietters had passed between Theodore and 
his excellent friend Mr. Coperstad, ana the 
gratitude of the former, for past kindness, 
had been evinced by liberal presents, and 
an overpaying acquittal of pecuniary obli-" 
gation in the affair of Professor Sergendal's 
MS. 

Theodore now hastened to give his 
learned friend a warm invitation into Spaing 
■urging the indifferent accomit that gentle- 
man had given of his present health ; and 
tempting him with various inducements, all- 
powerful to a scientific mind. 

He touched lightly on the subject of 
Count Lauvenheilm, since it was not in his 
power to say any thing from his own ob- 
servation J but -what he did venture to say 
was calculated to increase the pity, and.re- 
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vive the respect of Mr. Coperstad for their 
former patron. 

The return of Fredenheim into Denmark, 
through the interest of Prince Charles, and 
that young man's confid^ice in his uncle, 
had enabled Mr. Coperstad to judge of 
CountLauvenheilm's repentance, of his con- 
duct under his exile, and his undiminished 
esteem of Theodore. He had naturally 
communicated these circumstances, N^ith 
his own reflections upon them, in his letters 
to his young friend ; and Theodore received 
this added proof of the Count's est«em, 
just after Princess Ursini had told him of 
EUesif 's determination to avoid him. 

Thus, every thing barbed the arrow that 
cruel yet dear hand had fixed in his breast ; 
and each succeeding rumination upol^ her 
conduct, made him more sincerely earnest in 
his endeavours to banish her image from his 
memory. 

After two months passed at the T6rre, it 
became necessary for Theodore to visit the 
Mirador ; accompanied, therefore, t^ Do- 



• THE RECLUSE OF NORWAY. 277 

frestom, be took an affectbnate farewell of 
Catherine^ and began his journey to Na- 
varre. I 

Theodore's object in taking his venerable 
friend along with him, was not merely to 
benefit by his perfect acquaintance with the 
capacities of different soils for agrictdtural 
improvement ; but in the intention of giving 
him his choice of managing that estate, in 
preference to the one in Aragon, if upon 
viewing the situation, Dofrestom should 
prefer its gentler beauties to the wilder 
scenery around the T6rre. 

Dofrestom divined these generous viewst; 
aiid though certain that neither he nor Ca- 
therine would desire to remove a second 
time, even to a palace, accompanied his 
foster-son, merely to prolong the enjoyment 
of his society. 

Theodore's first act was to restore the 
memorials of his father, lohg since banished 
by his unrelenting grandfather : such of the 
domestics, who remembered Don Baltha- 
zar, and had spoken of him with honor^ 
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he advanced in favor, or gratified with 
pensions. 

No longer, leaving the grievances of the 
tenantry to be canvassed and redress.ed5 and 
much oftener neglected, by an unfeeling 
agent, he appeared amongst them . like a 
-descended angel, come on a ministry of 
benevolence. 

Dofrestom had the continual gratifica- 
tion of hearing the young Conde Ronce- 
valles contrasted with the memorv of him 
who had last borne that title : the compa- 
rison was ever followed by blessings ; and 
whenever it was made in the presence of 
' Theodore himself, his gentle reproof for 
their disrespect of the dead, was coupled 
with the assurance, that he owed to the 
early example of the gbod old man, by 
whom they saw him attended, all those 
qualities which they now deemed worthy of 
esteem. 

A warm • lover of those domestic ties 
-which gently bind man to virtue, Theodore 
promoted the marriages of his tenantry \ 

8 
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assisting each young couple with presents, 
or judicious loans ; and holding out ix\duce- 
ments to the married life, by shewing [Par- 
ticular favor to such as entered that state, 
and fulfilled its duties with fidelity. 

He went himself to these rustic ceremo*- 
nies, imposing decorum by his presence, ^ 
and softening their boisterous joy, by the 
sacred emotions of veneration and grati- 
tude, which his .admonitions and bounty 
excited. 

At these times, a deeper shade of melan- 
choly would appear upon his countenance ; 
and the rustic bridegroom, catching the 
sound of his lord's ill-suppressed sigh^ 
would often be led to suspect, that he who 
sighed, would gladly exchange solitary 
grandeur, for the enviable destiny of pros- 
perous t^iough humble love. 

Theodore remained at the Mirador till 
the commencement of August; at which 
time he was summoned to Madrid to be 
present at the nuptials of a sister of the 
Marquess Montanejos. Unwilling to be 
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unjustly ccmsidered cold to the estimable 
members of his femily, he acc^ted the 
mvitation, and separated from his venerable 
companion. 

After many a renewal o£ their parting 
embrace, and parting assurance that they 
would soon meet again, Dofrestom returned 
into Aragon; and Theodore once more 
bent his steps to Madrid, forcibly detaching 
his 50ul from its long rest. 
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. CHAPTER Vni. 

/ 

lp\URING this period, so eventful to 
Rpncevalles, EUesif and her father 
had been slowly pursuing their tour through 
Spain. The beauty of the country itself, 
added to the interesting remains of Roman, 
Gothic, and Moorish antiquities, which 
ennoble its fine prospects, assisted Ellesif in 
weaning her thoughts from the only object 
upon earth that had ever completely en- 
groaf^ them. 

!While her accurate pencil was employed 
in siezing the fleeting and picturesque 
eflfects of varying light and shade on some 
romantic landscape ; or in delineating the 
architectural beauties of some magnificent 
Ruin, black with age and ivy, her father 
delighted to revive the faded remembrance 
of each histbrical event associated with the 
scenes before them. 
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His eloquent recollections alternately 
peopled the extensive plain, or lofty edifice, 
with the images of Pagan, Christian, and 
Mahomedan warriors : he analyzed the 
character of each era famous in the re- 
cords of Spain ; tracing the causes of its 
greatness, and its weakness, through many 
a secret labyrinth. He then led EllesiPs 
attention from, events to characters ; from 
the contemplation of individuals, to the ob- 
servation of the integral part of man ; that 
which in all climates, and under all govern'* 
ments, is still the same, though differently 
modified by outward circumstances. 

Thus, his own , mind found refug*"^ from 
the regret that perpetually assailed it, when- 
ever he thought of the fruitless experiment 
he had made, and the probable lot to 
which his offences had condemned his 
child. 

• EUesif struggled against the same secret 
sorrow, but struggled only in her father's 
presence : she had once more lost the 
power of steady self-government j and the 
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discovered letter of Theodore, by demo- 
lishing at one blow, and without prepara- 
tion, even the most fantastic of her hopes, 
had crushed her spirit to the earth. . 

That fatal letter, scrupulously preserved, 
and often, perused, was the. fuel of her 
despair* The parting present it mentioned 
was not specified ; and remembering that 
Anastasia had greatly admired a Turquois 
armlet, found amongst Donna Aurelia^s 
trinkets, she considered that remembrance 
as decisive. 

Her few lonely hours were consequently 
spent in hopeless misery: her health at 
length yielded to its effects j and her father 
was obliged to stop many weeks at the 
baths of Buzot, while he endeavoured to 
restore her'drooping strength, by the use of 
their chalybeate waters. 

This circumstance prolonged the time of 
their absence far beyond its original desti? 
nation ; so that it was the very middle of 
September, above seven months since their 
departure from Corella, when they pro- 
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ceeded to fulfil their promise to Princees 
Ursini of visiting her in their road home. 

In a casual encounter with a Spanish 
gentleman, whom they had known during 
their residence at the Hermitage, they heard 
of the Conde Roncevalles' death. " Now 
then," thought EUesif, " if report have' 
said truth, the hand of the happy Doniia 
Olivia will be claimed by her cousin l^' 

She turned from that distracting idea 
into busy occupation; but stillj^ still it 
haunted her waking and her sleeping hour; 
and ere she reached Madrid, she silently 
endeavoured to prepare herself for a con- 
firmation of the fact* 

The Count was at Aranjuez : the guests 
of Pripucess Ursini were allotted an apart- 
ment of the palace that bears that name ; 
but anxious to get far beyond the agitating 
mention of one now entirely divorced from 
them, both the Count and his daughter 
decidedly refused Princess Ursini's invif?i- 
tioii of ei^tending their visit beyond a couple 
of 4ay$. 
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Ellesif found herself surrounded by a 
strange mixture of glooin and gaiety. The 
^rightly character and good sense of Prin- ' 
cess Ursini was sdli maintaining a struggle 
with the monotonous forms and absurd 
solemnity by which both the persons and 
minds of her young sovereigns were daily 
fatigued : she saw a fatal malady creeping 
upon the King, threatening reason itself, 
and hourly increased by the stupifying 
customs of Spanish etiquette* She saw 
that the sensibility of the Queen to the state 
of her husband, joined to her own illness, 
and the recent loss of her sister, would 
finally hurry her to the grave, unless some 
attempt were made to divert their thoughts 
into new and livelier channels. She there- 
fore promoted every species of innocent 
amusement, introducing little dances and 
games in the royal circle itself; thus induc- 
ing the amiable King and Queen to assist in 
their own cure. 

At the period in which Ellesif came to 
Aranjuex, the happy aspect of public afiairs 
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afforded Princess Ursini s^n excuse for 
calling upon the court for testimonies of 
rejoicing ; and a masque in honor of the 
arrival of an English^ embassador, was on 
the eve of being represented by a party of 
the Queen's meninas." 

Ellesif dreaded to appear at it, lest she 
should encounter the young Conde R6n- 
cevalles : but on hearing . from her gossip- 
ping cousin De la Tremouille, that* he had 
met him four days before, oh the road to 
Navarre, she consented to devote her last 
evening to the sight of this exhibition. 

A temporary theatre was decorated with 
as much taste as might be supposed to re- 
sult from the discordant mixture of French 
lightness with Spanish heaviness ; tapestries 
and gilded carvings loaded every part of 
the spacious hall. 

One half of the theatre, dedicated to the 
spectators, was filled with semi-circular 
benches richly covered, above; which were 
elevated some enclosed seats, railed in, 
hung round with curtains, and set apart 
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for the royal party, and the foreign embas- 
sadors. 

Into one of these, with the yife of the 
Marquess Bonnac, Ellesif entered when the 
audience were collected, and the perform- 
ance on the ppint of beginning'. Her father^ 
too little inclined for amusements that only 
vex the world-wearied spirit, had promised 
to join the party before the termination of 
the spectacle : and Ellesif relieved from the 
necessity of exertion, by the Marchioness's 
lucky passion for talking only to young 
men, sat quietly unmindful of the gallant 
glances that were occasionally levelled at 
her by the fatigued Cicisbeos of Madame 
Bonnac. 

The front of their box was of course 
open to the view of the stage j but Ellesif 
left the curtain on her side still closed, thus 
shutting herself from the sight of the 
audience in that part of the theatre. 

As the curtain covered but the lower 
part of the vacancy, those who stood iip in 
the box could see any object without ; and 
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during the performance of an overture, she 
heard the following dialogue pass between 
the Marquess de B(»inac and a Knight of 
Malta. - • 

" Is not that the Conde Roncevalles ?*^: 
.asked the former. 

'^ Yes. I think he looks the discarded 
• lover, very well,*' was the sarcastic reply. - 

' " How do you mean ?'* 

*' Surely," returned the Knight, ** your 
Excellency must have heard that the alliance 
with the heiress of Altamira is -at an end ?" 

*• I did hear so, without giving credit to 
the report. I should think no guardian in 
his senses would refuse such a match for 
his ward.** 

** Both Donna Francisca and her guardian 
thought otherwise," replied the Knight. 
«^- 1 was present when the Duke wrote 
the letter. of dismission. He is my autho- 
rity." 

** Of course an unsmswerable one,*' re^ 
turned the Marquess, carelessly. ^^ I sup- 
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pose now, our young Cond6 will marry his 
. tousin after all.'* 

** He must make htiste then/' resumed 
bis ill-natured respondent ; ** or «he will 
have broken her heart, ere he can get to 
Rivera de Abayo to prevent her. I sus- 
pect he used her very ill ; for one morning 
I saw her f^nt in a public room, after he 
had been flirting with somebody else. He 
certainly behaved very ill ^ his attentions to 
her at one time, and his slights at another, 
were notorious. To tell you my honest 
opinion of him, I believe he is, at bottom, 
s^s. silly a coquet as a woman.'* 

The last remark catching the ear of 
"Madame Bonnac, brought on a smart attack 
and defence on the subject of the male and 
female character ; which left Ellesif 's alter- 
nate flushed and pale cheek, her heaving 
breast, and agitated movements, to pass un- 
noticed. 

How fervently did she wish that she had 
never again approached a place where it was 
possible to see or hear of Theodore ! Notai^ 
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hour before, she would have deemed it im- 
possible for any thing, except his actual 
marriage, to have increased the desolation 
of her soul ; but what she had just heard, 
brought new anguish to that under which 
* she already suffered. 

Shame, mortification, regret, despair, 
^each ruled her mind by turns. It was not 
'enough, that she must quit Spain without a 
^hope of ever being more to Theodore, th«m 
if she were not ; — it was not enough that 
she must discover he had culpably assumed 
the air of a preference for herself, perhaps, 
not actually to win het heart, but to veil 
his passion for he!* sister; — it was not 
enough, even after this, that she should 
hear he was attached to another, and on the 
>point of honorably sealing that attachment 
at the altar, — but she must find him refused 
Jby a girl of sixteen, while one as fond, and 
perhaps as constant, as EUesif herself, vm 
perishing the victim of his insincerity ! 

In the distraction of the moment, Ellesif 
bad forcibly to restrain herself from uttering 
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.some frantic exclamation : she could have 
wrung her hands, and lamented with teai^ 
tod^ cries, the fatal delusion by which she 
had been so long spell-bound. But the 
empire of society is inexplicably powerful 
over our wildest feelings j and, smothering 
her tears, she drew back in the box to 
escape observation. 

Where she now sat, the curtain was not 
drawn close^ and through that small aper^ 
ture, her eye unconsciously wandered over 
the benches that ran along the left side of 

the theatre. 

. • ... 

Some of the audience had not yet seated 
themselves ; amongst the few who had nqt 
done so, she saw a young Spaniard, standing 
in a pensive attitude, with his eyes fixed on 
vacancy, as if unconscious of the scene he 
was in : 

■ <' Upon his youthful mein^ 
^ A tmld, but sad intelligence was «een ; 
** Courage was on his open brow, yet care 
f* Seemed with a wandering shade to linger *there \ 
^^ And though his eye shone as the eagle's bright, 
«*| It beamed with humid, melancholy. light/' 

O 2 
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It was Theodore ! thinking, sadly think- 
ing of ^ a similar scene in which he had* first 
beheld her, who was now looking at him, 
unobserved. 

For a moment, the wild gaze of Elles^ 
devoured the noble lineaments of his face 
and figure. Her heart beat with increasing 
violence; and every faculty of her soifl 
seemed suspended in the sudden transport 
-of beholding him again: but at the ap« 
proach of some ladies for whom he made 
way, and to whom he spoke with a suavity 
which relaxed the expression of his face 
Into courteous sweetness, back rushed the 
cruel conviction of his unmanly thirst for 
admiration ; and pulling the curtain with a 
convulsive motion, she shut him out from 
he^ sight. 

Meanwhile, unconscious of being so near 
EUesif, Theodore was looking round for his 
friend Gaston de Roye, who had promised 
to join him. 

The Chevalier had arrived, the day 
before, in^the suite of Lord Lezmgton^ 
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from England: beiiig attached td thd 
British embassy ; since the necessity of his 
private mission had terminated. 

An express from the Chevalier had over- 
taken Theodore on the road to the Mirador^ 
and brought him back, only a few hours, 
previous to the present representation. 

As neither of them had yet seen the. 
Princess Ursini, they were ignorant of the* 
return of Count St. Etienne ; and De Roye, 
now joined his friend in all the exuberance^ 
of his former spirits. 

The formal decorations of the theatre, 
the quaint devices over the different stradas^ 
and the solemn looks of the company, who, 
by their gravity, certainly seemed rather 
invited to an execution than a play, enter- 
tained the gay Frenchman beyond' measure : 
and rallying his friend upon the true na- 
tional cast of his physiognomy, he frequently 
displaced its melancholy, by smiles 6f partial 
indulgence* 

'^ By the way!" added the Chevalier,. 
" a face something like your own, doleful. 

o 3 
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as it 18^ robbed me last night of my usual 
rest. In the Prado at Madrid, I trod on 
the mantilla of a young lady, who turned 
on me such a pair of fine eyes ! (not your 
favorite colour of Tyrian blue,) which she 
/aist down again under such eyelashes! 
with such a blush ! On the word of an 
honest man, I do believe that my hour is 
come ; and that if ever I lose this coukur 
de rose heart of mine, it must be to that 
charming creature. Even so quickly may 
one catch the plague !" 

" Shakespeare still!" observed Theo- 
dore. 

** Well then, I forswear him for to- 
night V* cried De Roye ; " but you must 
allow me to give you a few words out of 
your Spanish Shakespeare. Don somethings 
something Mendoza — I forget his name !— -^ 
here we are, in the very pkce he thus 
describeth : — 

* This seat contains, amongst many other 
miracles of amenity, a garden which Tagus 
embraceth with two currents, sometimes in 
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suspense, sometimes hasty ; shaping it an 
isle, and serving it for a wall ; over which 
the trees are one way delightful battlements, 
another they are flowery margents. Amidst 
the intricacy of the matted herbs, of the 
galleries of flowers, of the meandering 
wildernesses, of the diversified plots, of the 
crystal fomitains, there is reserved a most 
beautiful space, which hath the openness of 
a market-place, and wants not the pleasant- 
ness of a forest ' " 

*' For mercy's sake, not the whole de- 
scription !*' interrupted Theodore. 

*' What will you bet then,*' asked his, 
volatile companion, "that the drama vire 
are about to witness, is not the very 
masque, Mendoza's witty pen jias so face« 
tiously described in his Fiestas de Aran- 
juez?" 

- As he spoke, the curtain drew up, the 
piece began, and the gay Chevalier in con- 
vulsions of laughter, found his randonx 
guess was right j for that the master of the 
revels, had actually chosen an uncouth 

o 4 
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ballet, which had been played before Riiiip ' 
the Fourth, in the year i623» 

At every ridiculous passage of the gro- 
tesque performance, his audibly-whispered 
quotations from the remarks of the senten^ 
tious describer, pleased some, and offended 
more, of the persons near him, 

*' Mark you now !** he exclaimed, when 
a young hdy, dressed as a cavalier, began 
a feeble attack upon a r6ck that coQceaied 
a monster j " hear how this suits ! * The 
Lady Isabella so understandingly affected 
with her part, that she even thought her- 
self the person she acted; and whipping 
out her blade withal, clasping herseff close- 
to the sliiekl, invaded the rock with so* 
generous a smartness, that it was all which 
it was possible for a lady to do without dis- 
composing herself.* ** 

*' And here again, Roncevalles!'* he con- 
tinued, seeing a groupe of remarkably plain 
damsels, attired like giants, issue forth r 
*•* « Four giants shewed themselves, repre* 
Heated* by four beauteous ladies j without 
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observing the property of grants in being 
ugly and troublesome^ for all thought thent 
handsome and good company/ '^ 

Theodore, though unable to repress a 
smile at the fantastic sports of his friend's 
uncommon memory, besought him to keep 
silence, if be desired to quit the place 
aUve. 

<^ Admirable still!'' exclaimed the in** 
corrigible jester^ marking a loye»scene th^t 
followed the encounter of the giants* 
^' ^Anastarax returned to his complaints^^ 
cursing the knight of the burning sword 
with so hearty a good-will, with so melting 
a voice, with so doleful groans^ that it 
adorned pain 4 The forlorn youth> more 
proud to be a true lover, than a successful 
one, thanked Niquea for her sconw Mean- 
while Tagus listens frcxa his sphere of crystal^ 
who, despising to be a river, hath the ambi« 
tion to become a sea.* '^ 

The lifeless performance of the present 
Meninas, giving a fiat contradiction to the 
vivacity Mendoza's conceits had attributed 
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to the original actresses, gave picquancy to 
De Roye^s adroit quotations; and ITieoii 
dore was, obliged to stop the infection of 
his mischievous gaiety, by descanting on 
the ingratitude of thus repaying by ridicule^ 
every well-meant effort to amuse* 

" Why, what are we to do^ my dear 
fellow ?'* cried his lively opponent ; *' aftei^ 
the first season or so, every entertainment 
we go to, is like a twenty-tinies-told tale : 
and, turnmg every thing into ridicule, is a 
happy invention to diversify the monotcMibu^ 
return of dancing fools, and fiddling fools^ 
and acting fools, and preaching fools !" 

** Meaning me, of course.*' Theodor* 
laughed as he spoke, and De Roye, thud 
encouraged, began his numerous sarcasms 
again with fresh vigoun 
* Amidst a torrent of other extracts, which 
fteither Theodore's rebukes nor forced 
gravity could silence, the masque drew to 
a conclusion ;: and taking up his hat to 
be gone, De Roye repeated with comic so« 
lemnity, - , .. 
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*« In this drama, the author hath shewed 
the decorum with which verses should be 
writ for ladies : those which they hear, dis- 
•creet; those which they speak, sev^e;^ 
\x^here whatsoever is not despair, is pre* 
sumption; all should be veneration, and 
nothing love. It is excellent ! and if it b^ 
possible, the acting of it exceeds the pen* 
ning." 

" Blessed be heaven, however !" added 
the lively Chevalier, careless of all that 
heai;d him, " that my black-eyed unknown, 
was not one of the performers 1'* 

At that moment, in turning to go away^ 
he saw behind him, evidently much amused 
by his oddity, th€ very Beauty he was 
speaking of. Theodore turned also, at 
his whispered exclamation, and recognising 
his cousin Isabella, hastened to introduce 
his friend. 

The vermillioned cheeks and modest con* 
fusion of Donna Isabella's beautiful eyes, 
convinced him that she had observed De 
Roye's admiration the evening before : be 
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therefore recommended her party to stay' 
for an exhibition of fireworks^ by which the 
i^pectacle was to be followed ^ and promismg 
to rejoin them, went to oSer the support 
of his arm tO; the aged and memorable 
Mancera, whom he saw at a distance pre<« 
paring to depart. 

Ignorant of what had thus been passing 
so near the box in which she sat, £lle« 
sif continued silently sitting in a state of 
breathless impatience for the end of the 
performance, of which she neither heard 
nor saw any thing ; and when the curtsuo 
iinaUy dropt, previous to the exhibition of 
fireworks, and her father advanced front 
the, royal box where he had been paying 
his respects, she gave him her hand to lead 
her out, with an insane kind of joy« 
. They had only to crpss one or two courts 
before they should reach their apartment in 
the palace ^ but in getting to these, through 
a passage lined with persons waiting for 
tWir pages and torch-bearers, EUesif caught 
a glimpse of Theodore at the farther end* 
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US respectfully uncovered,, a^id aceommo^ 
dating his steps to the feeble old Marquis, 
he. was teaming him to his sedan. 

In expectation of meeting him if he re^ 
turned into .the theatre, EUesif tried to 
fortify herself against any semblance of 
emotion. She thought of what she had 
just heard; she thought of his letter to 
Anastasia i she thought of his insincere 
conduct to herself ; and wound up to tem^ 
porary indignation, advanced along the 
gallery with a raised colour, and proud 
step. 

At that moment, how little did she re- 
aemble her former self L and how diflferent 
was the forced expression of her counto- 
iiance, from that of her pcwtrait ! 

Theodore re-entered the passage alone-: 
at sight of her and her father, proceeding 
in a direction to meet him, he started, --^ 
changed colour, — and stopt with per- 
turbed haste, to let them pass. 

Every, thing in his heart wa^s surprize, 
tumult, perhaps hope ! Hi& eyes were xL 
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vetted on the hce of Ellesif, \(rith a gaze 
that passed at once from anxiety to despair, 
as bowing coldly, without even i^ooking at 
him, she replied to his agitated saiote. 

Her father's late melancholy habit of in- 
attention to outward objects, prevented him 

' from noticing the approach of Theodore ; 
but the involuntary grasp of EUesiPs hand 
which rested on his arm, made him look 
up, dme enough to see and to return 
Theodore's respectful bow. 

EllesiPs impulse hurried him a few steps 
onward : though scarcely less agitated thatt 
TTieodore himself, the Count's heart over- 
flowed with joy, grief, revived affection, 
and a yearning to be forgiven. 

Should he or should he not turn and 
seek the reconciliation for which he longed ? 
Why should he deny himself this consola- 
tion, this balmy recollection for the bed oF 

•death, since he was <}uitting Spain, and 
though reconciled to Theodore, would be 
far removed from the fatal effect of his 

-aodety upon EUesif^ peace !, . 
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Count St. Etienne looked back ; but he 
looked too late : an instant sooner, and he 
would have met the eyes of Theodore fixed 
on his departing figure, with such an ex- 
pression of piercing tenderness, and sincere 
sorrow, that every doubt must have given 
way to perfect conviction. 

Alas ! a crowd of indifferent persons had 
filled up the space between them, and 
Roncevalles was no longer distinguishable 
through the cloud of hats and mantles. 

With an audible sigh, Count St. Etienne 
turned again towards the outer courts j and 
as Ellesif, now in her turn, yielding to the 
impulse of his arm, felt hefr brief resolution 
vanish with the figure of Theodore^ the 
colour forsook her cheek, and her tottering 
limbs nearly refused to sustain her. 

«< Do you still wish that we should leave 
Spain to-morrow, my child?'* were the 
first words her father spoke, when they 
teached the landing placeof their apartments. 

" Yes, to-morrow, and for ever!** 
she gasped out : then breaking from him. 
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shut herself into her room^ where she spenr 
the night in tears, and in condemnation of 
her own weakness. 

On Theodore's return to the theatre, he 
found Gaston de Roye too much occupied 
in watching every look and word of Donna 
Isabella, to observe the pale and altered 
countenance with which he entered : he 
therefore as^ucusly strove to master the 
intolerable anguish of his mind,^ by amiable 
endeavours to display his modest couskx in 
her fairest light to the Chevalier. 

As his frank explanations to his aunt^ 
had restored him the esteem of her 
daughters, he found Donna Isabella more 
than usually inclined to conversation. 

At another time, Theodore must have 
smiled at the strange metamorphosis thaJk 
had taken place in the careless Gaston : he 
was now all embarrassment, hesitation, and 
silence ; or if he attempted to utter an en^ 
tertaining folly, he said it with a timid aif 
that destroyed its efiect#. 
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In short, for the first time in his life, he 
was seriously anxious to please j and that 
anxiety, completely ruined him. 

Be that as' it may. Donna Isabella se- 
cretly thought him agreeable, whether care- 
less or embarrassed ; and found her heart 
beat not unpleasantly, as she felt his hand 
tremble a little, in leading her from the 
theatre, 

Theodore walked home with his friend 
to the latter's residence at the English em- 
bassador's ; during which walk, the Che-* 
valier found his ancient volubility again, 
pouring forth a torrent of joy, admiration, 
and inquiries. 

Theodore perceived that his modest cou-^ 
sin had indeed made that sort of impression 
upon De Roye, which wanted only further 
acquaintance, and longer time, to become 
a true passion : he therefore promised him 
an introduction to her mother; assuring 
him that he believed Donna Isabella calcu- 
lated to make a roan of his temper, con>* 
pletely happy. 
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They parted at the entrance of the house j 
though De Roye seemed more inclined to 
walk and talk all night. But Theodore 
was impatient to have the libei ty of review- 
ing his own feelings j and afraid of giving 
them the reins in a place so public as the 
streets of Aranjiiez, he forebore mention- 
ing what had occurred j and exchanging 
cordial adieus, hurried back to the place 
where he slept. 

The proud and cold look of EUesif was 
$till present to Theodore's imagination ; 
that look^ so unlike the undisguised sensl* 
bility and soft apprehensiveness which 
formerly characterized her countenance I 
She was indeed thinner, and had the ap« 
pearance of one that had suflfered; but 
what a colour had burned upon her cheek I 
He could have fancied it the fixed flush of 
resentful resolution : yet hqw had be de- 
served such a sentiment ! 

Perhaps then, it was a sense of humilia- 
tiofi^ mixed with haughty disdain of hi& 
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altered circumstances: if so, how had he 
been deceived in EllesiPs character ! 

In the distraction of the moment, Theo- 
dore had scarcely seen the countenance of 
the* Count; but he thought it expressed 
all that might have hurried him into his 
embrace^ with an acknowledgment of past 
obligation, and present affection, had not 
the icy air of Ellesif, fixed him where he 
stood. Jt was madr^ess, therefore, to che-^ 
rish one lingering hope that she had hi- 
therto stifled her own inclinations^ to gra- 
tify her father. 

^^ It is time to vanquish this unmanly 
weakness!'* he said to himself. "One pain- 
ful sacrifice, perhaps, is all that is wanting. 
I will hasten from this scene, and try to 
make up my mind to offer my hand to my 
cousin.^' 

Theodore then called for his servants j 
and having given orders for his departure 
the next morning by day-break, sat down 
to give De Roye an account of the motives 
for this sudden resolution* 
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After detailiug the particulars of hts ren- 
contre with EUesif and her father, and con- 
fessing the struggles it had cost him, he 
added, *' As I know not how long they may 
remain at Aranjuez, I think it wisest ta 
leave it j I shall therefore be on my road 
to the Mirador, when you get this. I en- 
close you a letter of introduction to my 
aunt : after ypii have established yourself 
an interest there, or found out that your 
fancy for Isabella is but a fancy, perhaps 
you will join me in Navarre. Yet should 
you dislike to quit the gaieties of Aranjuez,. 
1 will return there the moment you can 
tell me that the Count St. Etienne and his 
daughter have left it : for never, my dear 
Gaston, never has your animating society 
been so necessary to your Roncevalles," 

On the receipt of this letter, De Roye 
flaming with anger at the conduct of Ellesif, 
and rejoiced that he should now have an 
opportunity of probing her heart, resolved 
to pay her and the Count a visit j intendmg 
boldly to tax them both with ingratitude 
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or caprice, in thus repulsing a man who 
had preserved for them the same ardent 
friendship through a long course of ab^ 
sence and neglect. 

Uuluckily, the temptation . of first pre- 
senting his letter of introduction to the 
Marchioness Amezaga, seduced him into 
giving that visit the preference ; and having 
spent the whole morning with her and the 
conscious Isabella, in discussing the merits 
of the Conde Roncevalles, and those of Doa 
Julian Casilio, on both which themes the 
Chevalier was eloquent, he departed for the 
Count St. Etienne's apartments. 

The Count had been gone four hours : 
De Roye cursed his fate, blamed his selfish- 
ness ; and returned home, to write a peni- 
tential letter to Theodore. 



( 3i<> ) 



CHAPTER IX. 



TJ^ LLESIF was now on the road to France; 
vainly, yet sincerely endeavouring to 
assist in dissipating the mournful cloud that 
hung on the brow of her father. She talked 
to him of the varied landscapes through 
which they passed, of the retirement to 
which they, were returning, of the plea* 
$ures she meant to make for herself and- 
him, in a variety of little improvemMts 
round Chateau-Gris ; she talked of all this 
with a smile that strove to contradict her 
watery eyes : the Count would ;iot pain 
her, by shewing that he remarked the dis- 
agreement of her looks and words. 

In truth, Ellesif, yet sadder than before, 
was reflecting upon what had passed in the 
royal anti-chamber, while she had been 
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•waiting there, for a farewell audience of the 
Queen. 

Some young ladies were rallying Donna 
Francisca de Salazar upon her cruelty to 
the Conde Roncevalles : the charming girl, 
with the noble indiscretion of generous 
youth, assured them that she should con- 
•tradict the report of her having refused his 
liand; for that although his grandfather 
^and her guardian had begun the negociation 
of an alliance, she had frequently assured 
the latter, that Don Theodore carefully 
Avoided giving her any reason to expect his 
concurrence in the scheme* 

She therefore must confess, that although 
her guardian thought he had executed a 
master-stroke, in forestalling the young 
Roncevalles's intentions, by informing him 
that the old Condc*s death terminated their 
matrimonial negociation, she considered 
Don Theodore very unfairly used in the 
business ; and felt picqued to match his 
delicate acquiescence under a false report^ 
by avowing the truth. 
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The only man present at this novel de- 
claration, was the Marquess Montanejos : he 
could not forbear giving Donna Francisca 
a look of animated admiration, which she 
appeared not to remark ; but which was 
destined afterwards to procure for him, the 
possession of her generous heart* 

It was impossible for EUesif not to ad- 
mire, warmly admire this trait in Donna 
Francisca ; and as impossible for her not to 
acknowledge that Theodore's great quali- 
ties far outweighed his faults:— indeed, had 
he any, except that of making himself too 
amiable ! Perhaps all the blame ought to 
fall upon herself and Donna Olivia, for 
translating common gallantries into parti^ 
cular attentions : if so, he was stHl faultless, 
and herself unjust. Occupied with these 
xeflections, EUesif gradually lost the powe^r 
of exertion : the conversation betii^een hey 
and her father flagged by degrees, till a( 
length it died completely away. 

They slept on the road, and the next day 
proceeded on their cheerless joui'ney» 
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^ The morning, had bef^ hot ^ breatb? 
Ie$$ ; ;and towards 3UQ-set, the dark*red 
clouds thick^ed into portentous g;lpom : 
fr^ueAt blasts shook the autumnal wood^ 
through which they )>a^sed ; and ttismal 
sounds, from the distant , mouatain-hoUows 
threatened a|i approaching istorm* 

Couqt St. Etienne's temples throbbed ;^b. 
thai oppressive j^in, to. which many persons 
are liiiiMe when the atmosphere is loaded; 
with sulphureous vapqur. Ellesil wjshed, 
to find a shelter for him during the tempest^ 
and she. now looked round in search of 

one.' •: •'»".• 

They wore hi a dismal pass^ oy? rhiij|g> 
with tre^^ nearly choked, up . by the acct^ 
mulation of fallen leaves; and sp. dstrk,^ 
that had not th^ quick flashes, of tighfning 
whith began to issae : from ^t cloodb^; 
lighted ^ the sc^^ie, she could not have >i 
known whdre to direct the driver. 

On emergmg ftpm the;p;»6B» a lyiomen^. 
ts^y blas^e shewed her the towers of 9omei 
large buildin^^; rimg above a dark; beech; 

VOU IV. p 



514 7B^ XSeLUftS OF KOAWAT* 

wobd thit clothed an opposite height ^ fthe 
difi^ed the driver to make tdwards it ; for 
Aow (bie '^ole heavens were a blaze of 
fivid lig^t, and incessant -peals of thunder 
formed one continuous roar. 

The postilion meanwhile urged on the 
startled horses ; that alternately stopping, rear- 
ing, and plunging, might have created other 
apf^henindns in the mmd of EUesif, had 
she been less occupied with her father's evi- 
dMt state of unusual suffering. 

The -Count was kindly chiding her for 
making so much of a sick headache, wheii 
the carriage, jolting over the trunk of a shat- 
tered tree, (which the thickness of the 
fdfeii leaves had concealed,) was thrown on 
one side. 

. No other damage was done to it thsm 
the loss of % wheel : the Coumr was a little 
^ttttttied from having struck his heQd against 
the window frame; but Elldlif<'had not 
sUfctim^ any ihjary : she (herc^o^e acc^ed 
^h thankfulness the assisfaiite of a pfea* 
sant ^hosie dwelling now * s^peared hi a 
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the distant 'buildii^9)and her heart: Beat 
with sudden violeaoe, vrhm ihs dkicoY^rad 
kit be the.Miradw. » 

Crood God! she was then.ikear. ^ 
abode of Theodore --^ perhaps on hb do^ 
mluna 1 But he was far distant ; he ilt^ at 
th^ mcuneht in some scene. of brilllantl&s^ 
tivky at Aranjuez, wl^le she, with death in 
^er heart, was goi^g to biiry hcrsel£' ^si 
ever from the world ! >' ". "t 

, ^^ O, if I might indeed do jsc^P iisbe 
murmured to herself^ teaSrs disbf^yiiig^.i^ 
from her eyes ; ^^ might E seek th€^1)IeaBed 
sheUer and oblivion of a cloistei I J^ut ao, 
I still possess my father ; and his happiaefis 
is yet d^urw to me than the indulgmeet>f 
vain regret/V ^^r- , . r.? 

3^ipe oK^ now entered .b]^ tl^e outer door, 
at the opposite. end of the; room :> ^IMf 
lamed round to .see who it wa$i; and san^ 
or fipcied she sa,w^ Theodore hiibselfy .flust 
^pproad^Bg, and tben fixed in ihe; middk 
of jjhe apwrtment. 
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A hioi sauhd' esc^d her, wiitte die 
llmpiupcin a bench ne^thk window. 

Theodore stood irresttiote: but he had 
dosed (; the: door ^mnd^ter a moment's 
paJQSt ! hef dr6Vi[ toworde htar; 
, ^.Believe; me, th]s\iiitM^i»li<w^ ndt in^ 
ttaHitdif*' he ' said, in a tremulous voice, 
vntfaout vcJDturihg to raise his eyes} '^ I 
kxteW' not W^whom I ?trds l)a^ening to oiW 
my services, when, in a casual encounter 
«kfa fher^on of i the mail that lives hefe, I 
lB8fitrd:9h|it linight be Useful tb some tnh^el* 
hem^ 1 Ifc Aiy pres^titi^ is dfeagreeable — *- ** 
( HefiauSstfd'^ butEHe^f, #bom her sur* 
fflweicafid:;4De£Dr(e-so'ftened feeMngs, wholly 
dMnam^ ifow C(»iteilding against rising 
emodon, was unable to reply. 

CihHkd by her silUk&ce, Thi^ore drew 
backy and' ve^umed in a toiM of despon^ 
din^y ^ ' ^^ tK^Msi^mselle Si. Eti^ne and her 
fiUihev :^U^ do tne tkle honors ^f atoning 
^hilt^^ acebmmodatkKn bit assistance they 
may require from my people, or can* find 
under my roof, they need not aj^rehend. 
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I mean^ they need not fear any imtriwion 
ff0(Q one wh(^: has k>ng lost the hopehr^-f^ 
He hroke off^ and hastily ad^ed^ /^ I pur* 
pose.r^urzijbg to Aranjuezithi^ night/' ; 

There was spmething m' the vQUi^ of 
Theodoire) — * somethisig still piore b hin 
pale and agitated counteham^, 33 EUjiifl^ 
glaqced her eye oyer it^ that confiiMng. all 
h^r foregone* convictions^ mafttered the 
utmost . power of her self-commsiind ; aiui 
covering her f^e with her handi^ she butal; 
into a passion of tears. 

Theodore eagerly approached : ^^ AJk 
Heaven, you weep !" he said in a.tofi^ c^ 
piercing tenderness and audden hope^. 
<^ What, what am I to under^tan^ ir^ tl^ 
emotion?'* 

<< Nothing! nothing!'' exclaimed Elleflif; 
wildly, ashamed of her wieakneas, terrified 
lest he should guess its true cause, and re* 
collecting all at once his letter to Anastasia:^ 
she rose to pass him as she spoke ; but her 
trembling limbs . would not support ber> aad 
a^in she sunk upon, a seat. 
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In ristng she had removed her ha^ds 
from her filcej and the mifigled emotions that 
were paihted there, bewildered Theodore. 

He gazed at her intenlly ; approached, — 

• 

receded — hiesitated -^ apprbached again i 
then all at once yielding to impetuous sen- 
sibility, he snatched her' hand, and balding 
ftfa^tinbotb his, with a desperation that 
bade defiance to its famt struggles, he ex- 
claimed in broken accents^ *^ Eltesif ! in 
Ak our last inti^rview perhapis, I cannot 
forbear reproaching you with the misery of 
iay life^ ' Rank, fortune, friends, what are 
they now but wretched mockeries. ! Your 
lodks, your actK)ns once taught ;me to 
believe^ that the worship of my fond heart 
was not unprized by you ; and, ' ^t that 
period I looked forward tothe day in which 
I might ^ obtain these distant goods'^ as^the 
day in which I should obtain you also ; -— 
but I reacbed the point of fortune I aimed 
at-— Tsaw-you a^in — and ss^w you,' O, 
how unlike ^hat I see you now 1" 

He paused, unable ^o proceed, for the 
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thro!lg^ng sighs and increasing teats bf 
Ellesif, joined to the trembling passirenesa 
whh which' shie suflfered him' Repeatedly to 
preSs the hand he 6t3t held, awakened a' 
variety of hopes, fears, conjectures, andP 
imaginations nearly risfiig into delnittm. 

"Speak, speak r* he' cried, casting him- 
sdf at her feet ; ^ have! indeed any thing to 
hope? If my constancy has gained that 
which 'was so erudly denied to my firsi 
declaration, O Ellesif, dangerous,- re« 
sistless creature ! say but that you will be 
mine,, and I will forget thstt I have thought; 
you vain, unfeeling, uftWorthy of regret ; 
and henceforth giving up my whole soul td 
you, I will believe you what you seem, all 
tenderness, all truth/' 

Theodore rivetted his lips to the hand bf 
£ttesif, with a vehemence ^whlch recalled 
her fleeting Genses. She strove to rise, and 
averting her face while * feebly motioning 
hini to^leave her, she faltered out, ^^ Go, 
my lord, you alarm, - you perplex %he ; 
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l^pw.fW I listen to euch di^^xxirse from the 
x^^ whp once — ^^ ■. , . r .-; . 
^ ,£[er . voice 4ie4 ^way i but Theio4ore'& 
^^ bj^ilg.on her$» wd urgeRl her to pro- 

Prompted, perbs^ l^y.sopie kt^pt hope 
oj^ ;4i^cpfveiipg. , a mistake, or 9t least of 
fi^dif^ jtbe present agonisiag scene, £lle^ 
^j9^ ifV^h a papers and resumed, — ^ The 
ip^ who in this letter diedared, a passion 
foranQtljer." 

: /'^ K^^pc^ ^^ ^be paper he hasjtily took 
fipn^. J^er bapd^ solved in pa^t the mystery 
to Thepdore ; a^d a very short explanation 
^ h|;s^.6i4e» at once banished every doubt 
from, the mind of JEUlasif. 

With a shower of joyful tears she then 
gave, him/ the trapsporting assurance he 
fy^^f^ly sought ; aad^ no longer strugglbg 
Ip.leavfe ^^m^ suffered him to retain the 
b^fl/i he l^adr taken wndersoch « Afferent 
iQ)pre86iop,.wt)jle. their hectfts mibgied in 
ful|.^ii^;^A4earJnft confidence. .. , 

How the letter intended for EUesif had 



got iata jthe poaoesaiofi of Aa^ists^; or^ 
why she had taken upon her to act for har 
sister^ aad to = bury the matter in silence^ 
wab yet a mystery ; one of those ihysteries 
which could never be explained till that 
day in which all secrets sliall be revealed. 

But in the security of present unexpected 
happiness^, neither Theodore nor Eliesif 
would allow themselves' to look back tp th^ 
past with any alloymg feeling; renewing 
Bgaih and again the story of their mutual 
sufferings, only tp pcore their mutual coh<i> 
stancy. '» 

On one subject Theodore was not'ex- 
plicit, nor EUesif .demrous to be informed ^ 
it was the reason of his strange departuire 
from^ Christiana. He hurried over thatpart 
of his history, abhorring the recollection of 
Count Lauvenheilm's cbnduti: in their 
secret interview; yet too certain frcunEUesiPs 
averted eyes and sudden paleneiss, that later 
events/had sadly enlightened her on the 
truth*' 

'The Count still slepit^ for tiie efiitcts of 
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the ojHate he had taken, were nbt yetgo&e 
off, and the contei^iM of Elledf and 
Theodore had pas^ in low murmurs* 

But Theodore was impatient i^ for his 
awaking ; yearning ta receive not only his 
saxicdon to their ^n^esent happiness, but the 
renewal of former confidence. . 

Lest the surprize should overcome her 
Other's weakened nerves, EUesif proposed 
insdung the communication to him of what 
had passed, = while' Theodorie hastened to 
the Mirador to give orders for their re- 
ception. 

^^ Never to quit it again I hope, my 
Ellesif !*' he exclaimed, gazing fondly oni her 
blushing face ; /^ at least - never agsun to 
go where your happy Theodore goes not 
also." 

Wheii EHesif heard the. door close after 
him, and no. longer beheld that countenance 
whose glowing expression made her hap^ 
piiless visible, she stood fiiced to the spot 
where he had left hier, unccmscious whether 
it had not been all a dteMu But no; 
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certainty, blessed certainty was in her 
heart ; and, clasping her hands in a trans- 
port of joy and gratitude, she sunk upon 
her knees, and. in that attitude poured out 
her- thanks to the almighty disposer of 
human events« 

He that suffereth not a sparrow to fall to 
the ground unnotked, ha:d surely conducted 
her to her present hstppiness, by a chain of 
slight circumstances which the unthinking 

' so often call accidents. 

Had not her father left many things at 
the Hermitage, which had thus rendered it 
necessary for them to enter France through 
Navarre, she would never perhaps have 
seen Theodore again, consequently never 
had an opportunity of being undeceived ; 
and, had this explanation happened sooner, 
happened during the life-time of the Cond^, 

^ its happiness would have been troubled by 
Opposition on his^ part, and consequent 
struggles between love and duty on the part 
of him she k>ved. 

Thus, then, happiness had been delayed 
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(tfily to make it complete; and their nmtusd 
attachment had been tried^ cmiy to prove its 
imperishable Wure.^ 

Lost in a transport of pious «fiiisioiis, 
£Ue^f was still kneeling, when the voke 
of her father called her into the inner 
chamber. 

a 

She found hm refctel^ and free from 
pain; in silence she led hii» forth, and, 
sitting down by him. near the casement, 
which the risen moon now brightly illumi* 
nated, prepared with a beating h^ait. to 
give him a shate in her present feelings. 

But it was fbe f^rst tin^e she meditated 
spiking of her attachment to Theodore j 
she had |i>uch of the past to confess and to 
explain, and her thoughts all in a tumult 
of delight, refused to fi;s: upon any thing 
beyond the bUssful pr^sent.^ 

Twice she attempted to speak, and twice 
she stopp^. Then impirinting a fen>'eAt 
1ms oA her father's hand, she raised her 
eyes, bright with joy and joy&l teacss» in 
tapressivtf oitetce to his* 
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The moonlight falling dir€ct 9a ber.f^ce, 
. shewed, its animated expi^essioa. St. £tiame 
had not met such a look from his daughter 
since they quitted Norwaly. 

** Mjr Ellesif !*' ihe exclaim^ in sur^ 
prize, ^' what b^s haj^ned? Yoa^ 
countenance-^** . 

He was interrupted by k&r precipitate 
joy ; with looks striving between smUes and 
tears, she fell upon his neck, and there 
forgetting her purposed caution, imperfectly 
murmured out the blissful cause of her 
emotion. 

The relation- was too much for a mm 
who had long since surrendered up the 
expectation of any earthly felicity; and, 
who hoped for blessedness in the next 
world, solely throug^h repentance and suf<- 
£eribg in this. ~- St. Etienne turned as pale 
as death ; and - closing his eyes, while his 
head sunk badk, he faintly said, 

** It overcomes me, my Ellesif ! — -,8top— • 
stop* Such a transition] O God, too 
gbody too bounteous Co a wretch like me !' - 

IQ 
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llie affecting silence that followed thij 
address, was broken only by the gasping 
respiration of the Count, who was some time 
before he could recover from the humi-* 
liating sense of hid oWn unworthiness : 'but 
when he did so^ EUesif saw that 'Theodore 
was indeed the angel of her father's life as 
much as of her own ; and that restored to 
his esteem, sdtid linked to his fate by the 
dear tie she was about to knit with him, 
St.Etlei^ne would again find peace and 
self-respect. 

After a few moments given to bless this 
cherished daughter, and to express the 
fulness of his own satisfaction, the Count 
prayed her to allow him a short interval of 
solitude ; aad while he spoke, he shut him- 
self into the inner chamber. 
. Wbea he returned, he found Theodore 
again by' her side, bright with^ ha{>piiiess, 
and impatient to remove them to' his own 
residence. 

The scene which followed, had pain mixed 
with its pleasjiiie; for St«£tieniie wouki 
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not bury the memory of his faults in the 
embrace of the man whose integrity he had 
tempted, and had suffered to remain sus- 
pected. In vain that generous friend 
besought him to forget the past, nor afflict 
Eliesif by useless details. The inflexible 
penitent persisted in telling her how much 
he had sinned, and how nobly her Theo- 
dore had repelled the seduction of eviL 

From that hour these three persons 
vowed to have but one heart : the past of 
each^ other's lives was now all revealed ; 
and the future, never presented a single 
temptation to break the compact of mutual 
confidence. 

St. Etienne returned not into France : he 
established himself at the T6rre de la Mar- 
bore, where he received a few chosen 
friends ; occasionally visiting his happy 
children at the Mirador, and passing his 
time in the alternate exercise of elegant 
accomplishments, rural relaxations, and 
philosophic pursuits. 

Receding from that world which he now 
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regarded not with the sullen gloom of a 
misanthrope, but the serene indifference of 
a disembodied spirit, he . neyer re-appeared 
in its crowded haunts ; yet he shunned not 
the cheerful circle of his son's domestic 
parties; and, by degrees his own circle 
enlarging, the Tdrre de la Marbor^ became 
the welcome rendezvous of each enlightened 
traveller. 

Cheerfulness and bosom peace at length 
banished the corroding reflections of former 
days ;^ and the Count St» Etienne's name 
became at lastas familiar in the lips pf the man 
of letters, and those of the grateful peaswt^ 
as had formerly been the loftier titles of 
Lauvenheilm and Usthamar. 

Gaston de Roye not only pardcipated 
with the liveliest joy in the re«-union of his 
former friends, but, owing to his situation 
with the British embassy, long heightened 
the zest of their pleasures by his delightful 
spirits. The probation of a few months 
vaeg him both the heart and hand of Donna 
Isabella; whose modest ment^ graces 
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^eaipaaded into n^e thgn compoii beauty 
m the siinshme of liove ^and happioess. 

Nor was it lotig before the disappointed 
affection of her sister, ceased to poispn; the 
felibity of Theodore and Ellcsif. 

With many amiable and excellent qqa^^ 
liti)es,i Donna Olivia^s heart was weakly 
suacepdble of tender imi^essions, and as 
happily prone to have such impressions 
effaced* In truth, that heart might be com- 
pared to a pure reflecting stream, the con« 
stancy of whoa^ reflections, depends solely 
on the fixedness of the objects reflected* 

After the fir$t shock of disappointment, 
hix attachrnent for Theodpre, like that in-* 
Spired by De Harcouft, . expired witfi its. 
hopes; and^ at the baths of Rivera de 
Abajoy (whkh Don Juliapi Casilio luckily 
feuad iHscPSSiiry for bis own excellent health, 
at the. very same moment in whicb Donna 
Olivia went there,) she giadually awok^ to 
a.newsfoi more prosperous interest. 

Their subsequent union, and that of tho 
Marquis Momaoejos wkh Donna Fran* 
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cisca -de Salazar, at once removed every 
uneasy feeling from Theodore, while it 
added four cbarming members to his social 
circle. 

That life which hiad so lately ap|>eared to 
him a barren defornied wildness^ l)ecame 
suddenly fertile in bliss and excellence. 
Happy love gave its own brightness to each 
surrounding object; and Theodore ^dn dis- 
covered, that when the mental and morai 
graces dwell in our honie, we s^, or fancy 
that we see them in every othei^ place, 

EHesiPs character ' recovered its originikf 
elasticity, /when the pressure of that auction 
was removed, which had bowed it to the 
earth : once more her eyes beamed with 
delight,' her form with beauty, and her 
complexion with health : her heart* wanted 
only the domestic affections for il$ happiness, 
and' Providence had bounteously added the 
power of blessing others. 

The friends of Theodore became her 
own; and frequently in lavishing the. most 
endearing tendernesses upon the venOTtble 
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Dofrestom and the excellent Catherine, she 
almost forgot that they were not indeed the 
real parents of her Roncevalles. 

Thus blessed and blessing, surrounded 
by a charming offspring, and with characters 
improved by suffering, Theodore and EUesif 
continued to adorn the lot in which they 
were placed, and to adore that gracious 
Providence which had thus led them to 
yrrtU)6, honour, and happiness^ through a 
few brief years of painful trial. 
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ERRATA. 

Pflge 187. Use 10. For ** urged an innocent stmtigem," rod 
«us^d,Ac." • ' 

294 r line 15. For ** that Theodore could b* influenced 
my," read ** tint Theodore could be inflnenied 
by." 
* 196, line 3. For * lest Thetoddre would suspect, 8cc* 
read *• Ifest Theodore should, &c." 
k97. line 10. Insert a comma instead of a period after 
*< are always admirable.'* 




